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PREFACE: | 


— | | 
Turpe eſt difficiles habere nugas, . 
Et Stultus eſt Labor ineptiarum. Mak r. 4 


HE Writing of a Preface to the > 
Fool may be efteemed as need- 


leſs as foohſh a Perſormance, 

fince Works of ſo extraordinary a Nature 
Sufficiently carry their own Value in their 
Novelty, and recommend themſelves to the 
A2 gene- 
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generality of the World, on the Credit of 
the Folly of the Writer. But as many 
of the wiſe People of this Age are very 
curioufly inquiſiti ve to know how I came 
bo aſſume ſo ridiculous a Charaer, and 
yet one fo natural, juſt, and pictureſque 
of my own Mind; they are hereby to 
learn, that, previous to this wiſe Under- 
taking, ſeveral Eſſays were wrote by the 
fame Hand under the Titles of the Eng- 
liſhman, the Smuggler, and ſome under 
0 Charafter at all. My Sifter whom 
you will find celebrating herſelf under 
the Character of Jenny la Fool, having 
ith great Penetration and Judgment 
entered into the very Soul of my Genius, 
and finding me too far gone in the Ca- 
coethes Scribendi, 0 le reclaimed by a- 
ny wiſe Reaſoning bers, took advantage 
of my Weakneſs in an unguarded Hour, 
and perſuaded me to give my future 
Lucubrations a Title Suzted to the Non- 


ſenſe 


PREFACE. 
ſenſe of the Writer, judging very truly, 


that if I proved excellent in nothing elſe, 
T ſhould gain uncommon Applauſe, in dif- 
fering from other Writers, by making 
my Works, and the Title-Page, of a 
Piece. And the Reader cannot help 
knowing, that a fingle Excellence is 


what few of us Scribblers attain to. 


This ſets us right as to the Origin of the 


Title. As to the Work itſelf, it is the 
Compoſition of many foohſh People, who, 
having little elſe to do, liſted under my 
Banner, and became Fools on Record. 
Who they all are Futurity may evince; 
but my Bookſeller inſiſts that I muſt not 
diſcover the grand Secret, until after 
the Sale of about half a Million, be- 


cauſe, as he very wiſely obſerves, that 


Secret alone will ſell as many more, and 
complete the Quantity he bas engaged to 
diſpoſe of, if he can find Fools enough to 
buy them. However, I muſt beg his 

A'3 _-* Faria, 


> 8 Wy; BOP 4 


l Pardon, if I think myſelf” at Liberty to 
ſet thoſe. who claim a near Relationſhip, 
in a Light ſuitable to the Merit they have 
acquired. In particular, Mrs Frances 
Littlewit; who, on the Credit of her 

fooliſh Lucubrations, claims me as her 
Spouſe ; and, if I thought ber young, rich, 

and handſome enough, would endeavour to 
if get a Race of Fools out of her; but as ſhe 
| zs, perhaps, an inviſible Being, or, what 
| is as bad, an old Woman, it is more my 
| Buſineſs. to midwife her Wit, than. to 
z enter into a Conjun&ion with her Perſon. 
My Couſins, and other Relations, both 
Male and Female, I ſhall leave to be con- 
fdered to another Occaſion, as few of 
them want the Aid of my Pen, having 
expreſſed, in all tbey have wrote, a Wit, 
Spirit, and Fudgment, that I bumbly 
| © conceive will hardly be equalled in any fu- 
eure public Writings. As to my own, 
| gbey carry with them, lite Argus, an 
A hundred T; ; and, Ne Proteus, . 
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in as many Shapes. The Variety alone 


muſt charm, becauſe J intended it ſpould: 
And the Subjects have a right Effect, 


| becauſe there is a good Deal of Spleen 


and Ill-nature in them. Upon the Whole, 

I beg Leave to recommend them to the ſe- 
rious Peruſal of the Public, whom, if 
they db not happen to pleaſe, will ſpirit 
them up into a State of Thinking, abſorb 
fome of that idle Time, which hangs fo 
heavy on the Hands of moſt People, and 
lead them inſenſibly into a Knowledge of 
the Situation of the Political World ; by 
this Means awakening them out of their 
Dreams of Tranquillity, and ſtimulating 
them on to a proper Care and Regard for 
their own preſent Safety, and the Wel- 


fare of their Pofterity ; which, in my - 


humble Opinion, can never be ſo well ef 
fected, as while they are lofing W 


ſelves in the profound Abyſs of theſe my 


learned Lucubrations, and becoming, as 


it were, all Mini pers of. State and Fo- | 4 
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If they find any Entertainment inter- 


ſperſed and playing amongſt theſe Politi- 


cal Mhimſies, they muſt look upon them hke 
Flowers blowing about the Edges of the 
Corn Fields, or blooming on the Margins 
of great Rivers, a Kind of Irruption 


of Fancy, that produces the gay idle World 


to Light; and which, while ſome may 
think Embelli ſhments, are meerly thrown 
in by Way of Digreſſion, and as Foils to 


| Jet off the Importance of the more gr ave 


ond ſtudied Subjects. 


The Notions about the ri gb. Chara&er 
of a Fool are as various, as Fancy 


brooding in the different Imaginations of 
Men can make them ; and, while every 
one is putting it away from himſelf, he 


is, perhaps, the only true Fool in Charac- 
ter. In a Word, it is Speculum Natu- 
re, the Mirror of Nature, wherein every 
Man may ſee himſelf, if he pleaſes ; if 

| b Not, 
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not, is at Liberty to be very wiſe, and, 
by concluding every one a Fool but him- 
ſelf, rob me of all my Rights and Prero- 
gatives, eſtabliſh his own dear ſelf in my 
Stead, and be that Character in reality, 
which has been with ſo much Labour at- 
tempted by, 


Gentlemen and Ladies, 


j 
7 
) Your moſt 
; 


Humble Servant, 
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4 very 45 Fellow, wie has bars ena Y 
Fool in Private all his Life-time, deſires 
he may have the Honour, by the Canal of 
this Paper, to ſhow his Parts in Public 
which, as being a new Character, is rea- 


= ones 


= o be Grate and Wiſe are ſuch 
#2£ || ridiculous Characters, that no 
Man in his Senſes would be ſil- 


rt ole could find ſome ſecret Plea- 
| Gave in being the Jeſt and Laughing-ſtock of 
all the Wiſe-acres about Town. To be talk- 
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| a. that live purely by Imagination; 
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ed of at the Tea-tables as a ftarch'd prim 


Fellow; among Men of Science, as a Conoiſ- 


ſieur; among fine Reaſoners, as a Man of 
Senſe ; and among the Curious, as a Virtu- 
oſo. To be ſuppoſed to think and judge 
regularly and juſtly, and to act as becomes 
a reaſonable Creature, is not to be ſuffered 
with Patience, among Millions determined 
never to think at all. I wiſh, therefore, that 


all thoſe who have taken it into their Heads 


to be wiſe, or only to look wiſe, would 
duly attend by Lectures, that they may im- 
prove themſelves in the Science of uſeful 
Folly; quit the wicked Ways of Wiſdom, 
and become as great Fools as I am. Not 
that I ever attended a Stateſman's Levee 


for a Place, until I durſt not ſhow my Face 


in any Place; nor eyer received a Legacy 
to keep me firm to one Party, and then 
changed my Mind, and went immediately 
over to another. The Nods and Smiles of 
great Men are ſuch Airs of Wiſdom, as I 


never attend to; and the firſt receiving a 


Legacy, and then a Place, infinitely too 


- wiſe for the Profeſſion of a Fool. Neither 


am I in a Party with that unhappy Set of 


that 


=— i 


deen 3 
that attend to every Body's Buſineſs, but 

neither mind others, nor their own, to any 
Effect. Neither am I of thoſe who are ever 
making their Addreſs to the Ladies, and 
only fear their Compliance; nor, on the 
other Side, chuſe, for the Sake of lewd Wo- 
men, to be half the Year immerſed in Mer- 
cury, and wrapped up in Flannel ; and the 
other half, either lame or uſeleſs. I unite. 


not, nor am of a Party with thoſe, who 


prefer Smuggling to Commerce; and are 
more afraid of diſobliging a pitiful Body-of 
. than the whole Body of the Nati- 
; that mark out a Peace, to ſave the Ex- 
mee of a War, by increaſing the Riches, 
Power, and Dominion of a determined E- 
nemy. Nor am I one of thoſe Fools, whe 
firſt ſerve their Country Abroad with great 
Glory and Honour, and then come Home 
to talk themſelves into Diſgrace and Ridi- 
cule ; to prefer being bad Authors to the 
being good: Admirals; and, by aiming to 
be at the Head of an inſignificant Faction, 
run the Hazard of being without a Head. 
Neither am I one of thoſe Citizens, that o- 
mit no Means of being rich; and ſtarve 


| n that my Heirs may be Courtiers, 
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ſhine” at the other End of the Town, and 
riot an Folly and Idleneſs. Neither have I 
any Inclination to turn Admiral, on the Cre. 
dit of once having ſailed about in a Pond; 
nor deſire to be thought a fine Gentleman, 


purely on the Credit of being able to pur- 
chaſe a rich Suit of Cloaths. I. have no 


Notion of a Lady's being more lovely for 
her Quality, nor a Man honeſter for his 
Titles; nor chuſe to be the Companion of 
thoſe who are ever ſeeking after Friendſhips, 
and, by miſtaking the Name for the Thing, 
purſue. a Shadow. All Fool as I am, I 


court, nor ſeek, nor honour, nor love, nor 


praiſe; what I am, who Lam, where I am, 


is all immaterial ; by being Nothing, I am 


every Thing; and, by being no where, am 


every where; all difown me publicly, but, 
in private, am their Boſom Friend and Com- 


panion, and am with them in a Million of 
different Shapes and Appearances. A Man, 
who is to raiſe his Fortune purely on the 
Credit of his Honeſty and plain Dealing, 
has a good deal of me in him; and ſo has 
he who thinks himſelf too ſharp for all the 
World, and therefore guarded only by his 
own Concett. He that delights in being 
| cheated, 


Neft We F O O L. x 
cheared, that is, the Bubble of Thieves, 
Whores, and Gameſters, that ſpends Eſ- 
tates in Exerciſes, that others think they 
deſerve to be paid for; and, for having the 
Pleaſure to loſe. his Money, reduces hun- 
ſelf to the Level of Highwaymen, Foot- 
men, and Black-ſhoe Boys. Theſe, and 
fach as theſe, ſmile upon, hug, and advre 
me; yet, as before, I am none of theſe, 
becauſe no Body will publicly own me; yt 
am I the very Source of all their Thoughts, 
the Spring of all their Joys, the Object of 
all their Attention, their Glory, their Pride, 
their Delight; 1 charm, win, and capti- 
vate, put in Chains, releaſe, enrich, and 
honour ; I am the Sovereign's Firſt Mi- 
niſter, and my Lord Mayor's Right-hand 
Man; the Poet's Companion, the Scrib- 
ler's Aſſociate, the Broker's Dupe, and the 
Bookſeller's Glory; yet am I not any or 
either of theſe z I am, or am not, this, 
that, any Thing, or Nothing; ſometimes 
what you pleaſe, - and ſometimes what you 
don't pleaſe ; the leſs you know of me, the 
better acquainted with me; and you can- 
not ſeek my Semblance, or find me better 
* dleeſcribed, 
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deſcribed, than in the following Lanes | in 
the Man of Mode : 


S 


Let "4 nor him, Sir Fopling call, 
He's Knight of the voted and repreſents 
you all. 


The Fool is followed by a Correſpondent 
that calls himſelf a Plain-Dealer. I put the 
Fool firſt, as thinking him much the wiſer 
Man, as well as the brighteſt Character of 


the Two. My Opinion of the Matter is, 
that the Plain-Dealer may talk as wiſely as 
he pleaſes ; but tliat the Fool will have all the 


Laugh on his Side; the Event can only de- 


termine my Judgment in this Matter z but 


am clear in this, that, let what other Cha- 


racters in a farther Courſe of Correſpon- 


dence appear, if the Fool can laugh the Va- 
lue of Five-hundred Papers out of People's 
Pockets, more than common, or more than 
the Plain- Dealer, or others, are capable of 
effecting, I am clear in his having my Vote 


tobe Captain of the Band, and to lead the 


Company of Characters on with ſuitable 


Dignity and Pre-eminence. 


Ne a, 
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Arlequins, Jack-Puddings, and Jeſt- 


ers, are almoſt the only People in 


the World that own and make a right Mar- 


ket of me. I confeſs there is a Man in my 
Eye, who has, perhaps, taken more Pains 
to make a Property of me, than ever a Jack- 
Pudding in the Three Kingdoms. This 
Perſon took it into his Head ſometime ſince 


to pirate one of my Productions in this Pa- 


per, embelliſn'd it with a ſuper- excellent 
Performance of his own, and thereby turn- 
ed a mere pleaſant Piece into downright 
Buffoonry, which he termed the Cabal, and 
vended to his great Emolument. 
What has been pirated ſince, I ſhall take 


no Notice of my Buſineſs, at preſent, be- 


ing to turn tha Tables upon him; but in ſo 
pleaſant a Manner, as ſhall neither hurt his 
Fortunes, nor be any Clog upon his Induſ- 


try, badly turned as it may appear to me. 


I have not of late drawn any Characters, 


that could be of Service to him to turn in- 
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to Sculpture; ſo that he has been obliged 


to have Recourſe to his Genius to find- out 
ſomething of his own; and has hit, at laſt, 
upon a Subject ſo very new and uncommon, | 


fo very buffoon and wonderful, as makes 


me doubt, whether, at laſt,” I ſhan't have 
the Honour of becoming the Object of his 
new Performances in Statuary. x. 

There is a Story handed down to us by 
the Ancients, of one Prometheus, who, ha- 
ving made clay Statues, attempted to ani- 
mate them with celeſtial Fire; and, for his 
Preſumption, was condemned to be chained 
down to a Rock, with'a Vulture continu- 
ally gnawing of his Liver. My Hero has 
improved on the Thought, tho' not, as yet, 


been puniſhed for his Preſumption. He 


obſerved, that Men made Tools, and con- 
cluded therefrom, that, with the Aid of 


Prometbean Art, Tools might make Men. 


As it's highly probable, that this Artiſt ne- 
ver read the Ancients, and nothing of this 
Kind having previouſly happened among the 
Moderns, it may be preſumed he did not 
ſet out with the Fear of Jupiter before his 
Eyes, nor, conſequently, any other Impedi- 


” —_ 
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ment in his Way, than what might ariſe from 
the natural Difficulty of the Execution. 

I fancy that his firſt Attempt had a deep- 
er Retroſpect into the Nature and Reaſon 
of Things, than J am able either to reach or 
inveſtigate: But it is plain by the firſt Man 
he made, that he did not deſign: to form 


him from Materials abſolutely inanimate. 


He ſeems to have underſtood, that Fire is 
the Origin of Life; and therefore, that 
whatever had Fire in it, had Life inherent. 


He then found, that Iron was framed on 


the Anvil, and thereſore made that the Ba- 
ſis whereon to ſet his new created Head, 
and called this the Body. He was likewiſe 


aware, that Fire was animated, ſpread, or 


diffuſed, by certain Machines, called Bel- 
lows ; and concciving, perhaps rightly e- 
nough, that the Head and Body could not 


want Warmth, if the Fect were inſpirited 


to Motion, he turned the Bellows down- 


wards, ſo that the broad Parts made the 


Thighs, and the Pipes the Legs; whereby 


they were properly diſpoſed to either ani: 


mate or cool the Feet, as Occaſion required. 
Of what. the Feet are compoſe :d, I own I 


don't t underſtand, but they ſeem not very 


B 5 juſtly 
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juſtly proportioned to the Legs, which are 
the leaſt and moſt unſhapely of any L ever 
ſaw; a Beau's not excepted. However that 
may be, here is a Man, or, what is the ſame 
Thing generally ſpeaking, the Figure of a 
Man, created out of common working 
Tools; and, what is very ſtrange, moving 
from Houſe to Houſe, merely by the Con- 
trivance of human Wiſdom. But I'muſt 
not ſtop here, ſince Spirit and Motion, 
wherewith theſe Materials are repleniſh'd, 
are not all the conſtituent Attributes of a 
Man. It was neceſſary he ſhould have Speech, 
which he thus contriv*d : He made another 
Man out of the Implements of a Fidler; and 
the Violin being a Speaking Inſtrument, 
whereof this Man was chiefly compoſed ; 
and. ſetting this Man by the other Man, rea- 
dily concluded it would make them both 
.  Jpeak ; but, how far that has ſucceeded, I 
am yet to learn; but am aſſured, that the 
Encouragement he has met with, has ena- 
bled him to create Tradefmen of various 
Employments, in order, as I ſuppoſe, to 
People his new Common-wealth with Be- 
ings reciprocally ſerviceable to each other: 
| l have 
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1 have hitherto only ſeen a Barber, a Tay- 
lor, and a Publican, all ſuitably form'd, or 
rather improving on the Original Pattern ; 
the reſt,” I ſuppoſe, will make their Ap- 
pearance in due Order, and, poſſibly, in 
Time may turn to the great Emolument of 
the State, and Safety of the People, by 
enabling us to raiſe an Army of Soldiers, * |! 
with a General at their Head, that will have 
no Notion of running away from the High- 
landers, and leaving us expoſed to their fu- | 
ture Inroads. 
As I am pleaſed with the Thought i of 
this new and intrepid Nation riſing for our 
Defence, at a Time when Money and Men 
are both ſo ſcarce, wiſhing ardently to ſee 
the Scheme fully matur'd, but being in 
doubt of this Great Creator's Abilities, with- 
out the Public Aſſiſtance, of effectually 
executing his Deſtgn, I ſhall, as much as 
in a Fool's Power lies, contribute all I can 
towards my Brother's finiſhing this Scheme, 
by giving him a Plan whereby. to form a 
Stateſman proper to govern this Implemen- 
tal Common- wealth, and to take Care of 
or Money and other Affairs; to make 
& R Peace 
/ 
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Peace, for them if they happen to be at 
War; and if they ſhall conquer any uſeful 
Country, to contrive how to give it back 
. : po 

I muſt previouſly obſerve, that the gi- 
ving Directions to Painters and Sculptors, 


for forming their reſpective Operations, is 
not a new Thought ; ſince I find that Mr. 


Addiſon, and ſeveral others, have done it 


before me: But conſidering my Character, 
and the Materials I have to work with, I 
dare ſay the Readers will excuſe the Rude- 
neſs of the Draught, which, however, is at 
leaſt equal to the Hand of the Sculptor; 
whom it would be improper to inſtruct be- 
yond his Conceptions : Not that I deny him 
bodily Wit; but then it reſts there, aud 


muſt be ſuited accordingly. 


Directions to the Britiſh Prometheus how 
to frame a Stateſman from his own r 
ments: 


Of the Dependent that begs, 
Make him Hande, Feet, and Legs, 


His 
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lis Gloves, Shoes, or Boots, for to try on 
By dilſecting bis Spies, 
Bou may make bim two Thighs, - 
With their Faces, the Face of a * Lion: 


His Body out-trace, 
From thoſe fatten'd in Place, | 
SeelPd into large Size with rich Penfions ; : 
With their ill.gotten Gains, 
Mate his Head and his Brains, 


Aud thus finiſh the brazen Dimenſions, 


A Pdlitical Ten for a Spy: 


Ne 3. 
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Doubt not, but by this Time, my EY 

ders begin to cry out to one another, 
What i is the Foo] upon To-day ? Why tru- 
ly anſwers his next Neighbour, Upon what 
comes uppermoſt, as all Fools are; perhaps 
on Politics, ſays a Third; poſſibly not, fays 
a Fourth; Merriment ſeems beſt to ſuit his 
Genius. It is thus, and thus Men reaſon on 
a Character they know juſt as much about, 
as the L—ds of the Ad———ty do of 
what is become of the French Fleet. 

To fave the Trouble of much Reflection, 
the Fool To-day is trying the Force of his 
Imagination, by giving a new Turn to the 
preſent Syſtem of- our Situation, and ſet- 
ting all the People a Swimming. It will 
| appear from the following Quotation, that 
he is. not the firſt Fool that has been in the 
Clouds, nor will probably be the laſt. 

Shakeſpear, by the Term Poet below, has 
an Eye towards all the Sons of Imagination, 
whe- 


Ne z. Te FO OL. 15 
whether Lovers or Madmen, Fools, Proſe- 
Writers, or Verſificators; while, ſmiling at 
all theſe, he gives us a very apt Taſte of his 
own Turn of Thinking, and charms us 
more by the Richneſs of the Deſcription, 
and, probably, gives us a more exalted Plea- 
ſure, than our own Imaginations are capable 
of furniſhing | us with: 


The Poet”s Dye, in a 1 Wh rowling, 


Glances from Heaven to Earth; from Earth 
to Heaven ; 


Aud, as Imagination bodies forth 


The Form of Things unknown, the Poet's Pen 

Turns them to Shape, and gives to airy No- 
thing 

A local Habitation, and a Name. 


Life is ſaid in Holy Writ to be.a Dream, 


and they who know not this are at Liberty 
to dream on. Wits may continue to dream 
in Ignorance, and mere Men of this World 
about heaping up Riches, for they know 
not whom to enjoy ; like Tantalus in an- 
cient Fable, up to the Chin in Water, and 
Apples playing about his Mouth, unable to 
touch either. Great Men dream about 

1 Power, 
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Power, and little Ones, how to get Bread; 
we puzzle ourſelves about nothing, and it 
is happy that we only dream. When ſleep- 
ing we change one Dream for another, and 
wake again to dream with our Eyes open. 
Whether, or which of theſe has been lately 
the Fool's Caſe, can only be determined by 


ſuch Dreamers as are Fools enough to fancy 


themſelves awake; and, in that State, attend 


to other People 8 Dreams more than their 


own. 
Loſt in deep Reflection, Funn or 


Dream, a very new Proſpect preſented itſelf 


before me. Methought this, great Maſs 
of Buildings, which wilt up a Space, near 
as large as the famous City of Nineveh did 
formerly, was changed into a clear tranſpa- 
rent Sea, which I hovered over, reclining 
on a Cloud. It ſeemed exceeding deep, yet 
my Eye reach'd the Bottom with great Fa- 
cility. The Houſes ſeem'd all turn'd into 
Rocks, huddled together promiſcuouſly at 
the Bottom; and the People transſorm'd 
into Fiſhes of every Size, Sort, and Specie; 
not framed in Proportion to their former 
Bull 
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Bulk of Body, but according to their 1 
Situation or Purſuits. 


- The Yale, as being the largeſt, er 
took my Sight; it moved, when uninters 


rupted, gently, juſt below the Surface, and 


ſeemed all State and Dignity. It was at- 
tended often by two Adverfaries, which, 
paratively ſpeaking, made a very pitiful 
Appearance, yet found Means to make this 
Sovereign Fiſh very uneaſy. They were 
the Sword-Fiſh and Threſher, If he ſunk 


lower than pleaſed one of them, he pricked 


him under the Belly; and when, to avoid 
that, he roſe, the other beat him on the 
Back. No Situation of his could pleaſe 
them. They tormented him while alive; 


when dead, robbed him of what was moſt _ 


precious; and then regarded him no more. 

Loſing Sight of this, I beheld floating on 
the Surface a Number of Creatures, that, at 
firſt View, appear'd like the inanimate 
Trunks of dead Oaks. They ſeemed, for 
a Time, quite motionleſs; but, being ap- 


proached by a Shoal of Fiſhes with Golden | 


Fins, whoſe Name I have not learnt, they 
ſtarted As ir were into Life, darted them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves on a ſudden into the midſt, and, in 


an Inſtant, devoured the major Part. What 
eſcaped were ſeized by a Party of Baracu- 


las, who ate as much of them as they liked, 


and conveyed what remained into certain 
Holes in the Rocks, near about where the 
two Compters ſtood in their former State. 
I need not tell my Reader, that the Firſt of 
theſe were Alligators. 

The next that preſented themſelves be- 
fore me were a Parcel of ſtray Sharks, that 
ſeemed exceſſively active and eager for their 
Prey. They appear'd of two Kinds, both 
" equally voracious z. the one Sort ſeem'd to 
come -from the Weſt, the other from the 


Eaſt; both ſteer'd towards the Center; had 


little ſpotted Fiſh playing all the Way be- 
fore them; and, at the general Rendezvous, 


feem'd to employ them to look for Prey; 


in which Purſuit theſe little Pilots appear'd 
extremely active. Theſe. were all at high 
Game, and retired to their reſpective Quat- 
ters ſufficiently gorged. 
A different Specie, of. the fame Name, 
who did not ſtrike ſo high, I obſerv'd ho- 
vering in the Midway, between the Weſt 
and 
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and the Center; they ſeem'd as ſharp, but 
not ſo ſtrong and powerful as the firſt Sort. 
Their Aim was only at Gudgeons, which 
came innocently in Shoals out of a neigh- 
bouring Stream, and were ſoon pick*d * 
and diſpatch'd. 

In another Department J obſerved, if I 
may ſo term it, a Fleet of fat oily Porpoiſes, 
in Purſuit of a Shoal of poor thin-gut- 
ted Gar-Fiſh ; not with Intent to devour, 
but to prevent their being as fat as them- 
ſelves, by ſharing the beſt Part of what they 
got. I could not help ſmiling at this. Scene, 
as it ſtruck me very ſenſibly ; alas, poor 
Authors, thought I, what are you only ſeek- 
ing Prey, and wearing yourſelves into Ske- 
letons, to make Bookſellers fat ! ſee how 
they glote over, and laugh at you. There 


got, I know not how, among theſe, an odd 


Sort of a little imperious Fiſh, that look'd 
with Contempt enough on the Porpoiſes, 
and with Pity on the Gar-Fiſh : It had a 


kind of improv'd Mitre, or Triple Crown, 


on its Head, and for that Reaſon, I named 
it a Pope-Fiſp; it ſeem'd very peeviſh and 
angry, at being envied, or not reſpected o- 

nough 
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nough by the Gar-Fiſh, nor honoured. ſuf- 
ficiently by the Porpoiſes; the Company of 
theſe diſpleaſed him; he darted ſadgenly 
ſome where under the Earth, and was ſeen 
no more. 

As into this Sea ran ſeveral little Rivu- 
lets, I could not help turning my Eyes to- 


wards them, in order to obſerve what Be- 


ings were in Motion there. The firſt Ob- 
jects that ſtruck me were a Parcel of Trout, 
playing at Hide and Seek among the ſha- 
dy Coverts of the Margin of one of the 
Brooks, again iſſuing out into the open 
Stream, and wantoning among the Sun 
Beams. They ſeem'd only capable of be- 
ing charmed with a variegated Fly, or by 
being gently tickled under the Belly. 1 


eould not help fancying, but that theſe were 


transformed from choughtleſ young Girls; 
and was the more confirm'd in my Conjec- 
ture, by obſerving them to play the Fool 
pleaſantly enough among a Shoal of Smelts, 
a kind of freſh Water Fiſh that never come 
near my Noſe, but I think of a Brau. 
At the Bottom of the limpid Stream, 
gliding over the Surface of the Gravel, 1 
abſerv'd 
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obſerv'd a Number of lively gay Fiſh, uſu- 
ally called Silver Eels; they were here and 
there, every where, and no where: If a 
Smelt touch*d them, they darted from him 
like Lightning ; they delighted much in 
plaving about that grave Fiſh, the Carp, 
but very cautious of his Touch : The Pike 
frightened them out of their little Wits and 
they were, upon the whole, ſo flippery, that 
no Fiſh could get ſafe hold of them. They 
had ſome little Regard to, and Reſpect for, 
a grave Appearance that was hooded or 
cowled, and is uſually called a Monk-Fiſh, 


He 1s not naturally of theſe Regions, but 


appears occaſionally, and ſucceeds pretty 
well in his Deſigns, when the Eels are not 
accompanied with ſpeckled Snakes; but, 
when that happens, is eſteem'd very trou- 
bleſome Company, Theſe Snakes natural- 
ly infect them, and then they become the 
Jeſt of the Smelts, and Bubbles of the Pikes. 
The bringing of all this to human Life, and 
comparing Manners to Manners, Beings with 
Beings, and Things to Things, is at moſt but 
turning it into a kind of agreeable Allego- 
ry, and being pleaſed with dreaming our- 
ſelves into our Senſes. *Tis immaterial, 
g whether 
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whether London be compared to a Sea, or a 
Foreſt; its Houſes to Rocks under Water, 
or Hills above Ground ; the People to Fiſhes, 
or wild Beaſts. But it ſeems of Conſequence 
to our Repoſe, that Government operates 
pleaſantly ; and one would not be puniſhed, 
even in a Dream, with a Proſpe& of ſuch 
Notorieties, as no ſooner ſtrike the Mind, 
but inſtantly creates a Wiſh that we were 
never capable of Dreaming at all. 
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ATIENCE has not the Happineſs to 

be rank*d among the Virtues, where- 
by an Engliſhman is diſtinguiſhed ; and, as 
Nature is not to be alter*d, I muſt not com- 
plain that my Countrymen are a little too 
haſty to learn what, upon the whole, the 
Fool is driving at: I can only obſerve to 
them in General, that he is variable as the 
Wind; a new Character every Day, and 
conſequently, not to be defin'd. in the 
Groſs. 

All Monarchs, until very lately, had ſuch 
a Character in Waiting, as the Court Phraſe 
is, who publicly owned himſelf a Fool, 
and gloried in the Title ; which, now, ma- 
ny are Fools enough to be aſhamed of, and 
cluſter together, to prevent being diſtin- 
guiſhed. 

In this Character appeared Rillegrew, in 
the Reign of that merry Monarch, Charles 
the Second; and there are many Inſtances, 

on 
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on. Record, of the unbounded Freedom 
vrherewith he treated his Sovereign and the 
whole Court; and I can hardly imagine he 
Was much tenderer to the reſt of Mankind. 
What followed in the next Reign, and how 
the Fool came to be laid aſide, to make 
Room for many, is a Piece of ge: too ſe⸗ 
vere for the Age to bear. 
Of all the Princes that ever kept a Fe, 
none ever made ſo judicious a Utfe of him, 
as the late Peter the'Great, Czar of Muſca- 
y; while he was ſetting a bright Example 
to his Subjects of rifing gradually to Pre- 
ferment, a Mock- Sovereign ſat on the 
Throne, before whom the Czar appeared 
perſonally, and gave an Account of his 
Conduct; when he had done ſpeaking, the 
Fool, who was ſeated next the Mock-Sove- 
reign, roſe up, and made proper Remarks 
on all the Czar had ſaid in his own Behalf; 
harangued him on ſuch Points as feemed to 
have been well executed, and, on what 
was done amiſs, rallied him freely; and 
generally concluded with telling him, That 
Preferment, in Raffi, was only to be ac- 
ores by Merit, and, conſequently, that 
| be 
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he muſt either mind his Buſineſs better, or 
deceived himſelf in expecting it. This 
Scene, however droll or imaginary it may 
appear to the Eyes of ſelf-ſufficient People, 


(who would rather ſee their Sovereign ex- 


poſed and undone, than that any Fool, wi- 
ſer than themſelves, ſhould be permitted to 
adviſe him) had the glorious Effect juſtly 
expected from it ; and raiſed a Nation, as 


it were, out of Chaos, into a State of Dig- 


nity and Triumph. 
I, for my Part, who have not the Happi- 


neſs of living in Times when Fools are per- 


mitted to approach the Royal Ear, muſt be 
content with acting my Part in Regard to 
the Community, and appearing from Day 
to Day in ſuch Characters, or, more proper- 
ly ſpeaking, delivering myſelf on ſuch Sub- 


jects, as may tend moſt to its Happineſs _ 


and Welfare. 


Horace has, ſome where, adviſed the idle 
Part of the Roman Gentry, when they could 
find no better Employments, to turn their 
Heads to Science, in particular, to Archi- 
tecture z which he ſeems ludicrouſly to hint, 
they might be Maſters of without much 

Vor. I. br Trou- 
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Trouble or Study, ſince the very Birds and 
Bees underſtood it by Inſtinct. Whether 
the Romans took the Hint, I own I am a 
Stranger to; but it is very clear to me, by 
the Appearance of our public Buildings, 
that ſome People here have read that Au- 
thor to a very bad Purpoſe ; I ſhall illuſ- 
trate this, by only picking out three re- 
markable Performances for the Subject 
of To-day; and ſhall begin with the City 
Manſion: Houſe, not as the principal, but 
only as it is the firſt in my Way. 

The Architect of the Manſion-Houſe, I 
doubt not, in his own Mind, deſign'd it for 
a magnificent Building; that every Thing 
ſhould be Great within, and its Situation 
Noble, properly adapted to the Uſe of ſuch 
illuſtrious Perſonages, as ſhould, in due Ro- 
tation, have the Honour of governing the 
moſt important City in the World. To this 
End, he very wiſely concluded, that two 
great Rooms were neceſſary ; the one to 


feaſt, the other to dance in; and, for the 


Feaſting, the greateſt Room he could think 
of was an Egyptian Hall; but, not being a- 
ble to make its proportion anſwer to the 


proper Height of the main Building, he 
© clapt 
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clapt a little Hut upon the Top, and there- 
by gave it its due Dimenſions ; not at the 
ſame Time conſidering, that the Light, in 
the Latitude of Grand Cairo, was at leaſt 
one Third brighter than at London; and, 
conſequently, the Roof, with all .its beautiful 
Finiſhings, would give the Eye Pleaſure to 
behold in the firſt, in the laſt Pain; beſides, 
that this Hut on the Top look'd ill, without 
another to keep it Company. This the Ar- 
chitect perceiving, readily enough apply'd 
a Remedy, by raiſing its Parallel on the o- 
ther End; and ſo, by adding that Height to 
the Ball Room, deſtroy'd the natural Per- 
ſpective, and made it appear like a great 
Paſſage or Entry, as we commonly call it, 
inſtead of a fine, diſtinct Room, handſome- 
ly proportion'd. This, upon the whole, 
gave the main Building the Air of a Dro- 
medary, with two great Humps- upon its 


Back; and rais'd it by ſo much more too 


high, than it was before, for its Situation. 
However, to make ſome Amends for theſe 
notorious Miſtakes (amongſt numberleſs o- 
thers which preſent themſelves every Step 


we take within) he gave it a very fine Front, 


4 con- 
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concluding rightly enough, that as there are 
but few Judges, and fewer {till who at- 
tend to any Thing but Outſide, a ſhowy 
Face would alone attract the Eye and Ad- 
miration of every Gazer; and, judiciouſly 
contriving to have the Pediment handſome- 
ly filled with a Set of Figures that do Ho- 
nour to the Brizih Sculptor, he paſt it up- 
on the Town as one of thoſe excellent Per- 
formances, which, like the Sun, none can 
ſee the Defects of but curious Beholders. 
We are carried from hence, by a natu- 
ral Progreſſion, to that eminent Structure, 
wherein is tranſacted the Admiralty Buſi- 
neſs of Great-Britain ; the Baſis of its Wealth, 
Glory, and Security ; whereon I ſhall only 
make this particular Remark, That, take 
off the Bow of a Ship, ſomething below the 
Rails of the Head, and inwards, to the Step 
of the Fore-Maſt, reverſed, and placed up- 
on the Maſt-Heads, and ſtick the ſtrait 
Side againſt a high Wall, with a Pediment 
over it for Ornament, and you inſtantly 
concave a clear Idea of the Grand Portico. 
WS we ſee, that the Architect here did 
not act fo cunningly as at the Manſion-Houſe, 


Or 
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or indeed, as Men uſually do, put the beſt 
Side outwards: Nor did he conſider Air 
or Lightneſs, when he gave the Brick Build- 
ing a Stone Cornice; not only exceſſively 
heavy, but broad enough to have laid the 
Foundation; which, I fancy, if ſlid down- 
wards to the Foot of the Ground-Floor, 
would make a pretty Eve over the Kitchen 
Windows, as it might veil the Servants 
when at Romps from external Spectators. 

The Treaſury, the ingenious in Science ſay, 
would be a very pretty Building, if the 
Roof was taken off, the whole turn'd up- 
ſide down, and ſo the Roof ſet on again; 
to which I will beg Leave to add, that when 
the Board of Works ſhall think proper to 
reverſe it, according to this new Plan, I 
would have their Buſto's placed in due Or- 
der in the F ront, in order to tranſmit to Poſ- 
terity a Memorial of their ION Wi- 
dom and Sagacity. 

As the Fool of the Community is at Li- 
berty to ſpeak his Mind freely, it is impoſ- 
ſible for him not to remark, that the Ar- 
chitects of theſe T'wo laſt Buildings were 
blind; and, by not being able to ſee an il- 

C 3 luſtrious 
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' luſtrious Structure Juſt by, tranſacted their 
Buſineſs in the dark, on the Credit of their 
own wild Imaginations, not to be ſurpaſſed 
by any public Buildings I know, except 
the Cuſtom-Houſe, of which I ſhall ſpeak 
particularly another Time ; and,. if I may 
call it a Building, our Courts of Juſtice, as 
they appear decorated at the upper End of 
Meſtminſter-hall, on a Plan n new 
and uncommon. 

The French have been a long Time aim- 
ing at a new Syſtem of Architecture, with 
equal Skill and Succeſs ; and it ſeems to me, 
that our Artiſts erected the Public Buildings 
purely by a Spirit of Emulation: If there- 
fore, as has been long talk*d of, his Majeſ- 
ty's Palace and the Houſes of Parliament 
ſhould come to be rebuilt, I am in Hopes, 
that the wiſe Plans before us will be care- 
fully copied, and thereby an entire new Sy- 
ſtem of Architecture eftabliſh*d ; which may 
ſtand as a Monument to Poſterity, of the 
Genius and. Judgment of the preſent Age. 
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HERE is nothing touches the Soul 

ſo delicately, or fixes ſo happy an 
Impreſſion on the Mind, as that Kind of 
agreeable Satyr, which, by tenderly ſtriking, 
at our little Foibles and Errors, contributes 
to turn our Thoughts on Matters of Weight 
and Importance ; owing to a natural Deſire, 
when we know it, of acting in Contraſt to 
ſuch Characters, as reduce the Dignity of 
our Natures below the proper Level. 

I was born with a rambling Head, fram'd 
by Nature for Variety ; and can no more 
exiſt without a new Subject to play with 
| every Day, than the luxurious Feeder with- 

out freſh Diſhes at his Table, or the amo- 
a rous Man without a Change of Miſſes. The 
7 Glory of Nature is Variety, it is that which 
e warms the Heart and charms the Attention; 
it was ſo intended by the great Creator, and 
our Compoſition ſuitably adapted. It is 
owing to this Turn of Thinking, that I am 
5 led, by my Imagination, from Place to 
C4 Place, 
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Place, and from Thing to Thing; in the 
Courſe whereof, it is impoſſible to avoid 
ſuch Places of public Reſort, that, imita- 
ting the Flowers they produce, ſpring, flou- 
- Tiſh, and baniſh between April and Septem- 
zer; and which, in humble Reſemblance of 
that ſuppoſed bliſsful Scene, wherein our 
firſt Parents were imparadis'd, engages our 
Senſes in all that's agreeable and charming, 
more eſpecially when illuminated by ſuch 
brilltant Spirits as ſeem to vye with the 
Splendor of Mid-day, and whoſe gay Ap- 
pearances emulate the roſy Luſtre of a fine 
Evening. 

From among this beauteous. Aſſemblage 
of fine Perſons and Appearances, a curious 
and inquiſitive Mind is always capable of 
extracting Subjects, proper for that Kind 
of Satyr, which, rather for the preſent, is 
apt to pique the Aggreſſors, and to engage 
them to look into themſelves, than to give 
juſt Cauſe of Offence. The pretty Objects 
that have taken my Attention, and furniſh, 
out the Subject of To-day, are a diſtin- 
guiſh'd Party of Beings, that a good deal 
reſemble the Sun-Beams, as being but the 
Emanations of that full Luſtre, where with 

the 
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the Dignity of our Natures ſhine, when mo- 
delPd: by: cool Reaſon, and: eſtabliſn'd on 
the Baſis of ſound Judgment. In a Word, 
they are the Beau and the Belle; and, if I 
may be underſtood in thus ſpeaking, are a 
ſimilar Unlikeneſs; the Pictures of Re- 
ſemblances, quite different in their reſpec- 
tive Genius's and Purſuits, and are only. 
ſomething alike externally; ; but, examined, 
have nothing ſimilar in them, but Dreſs 
and Giddineſs. This may ſeem ſomewhat 
too logically. curious for a-Fcol ; but, as he 
loves, upon certain Occaſions, to ſhew his 
Parts, he will reduce this EY into a. 
methodical Illuſtration. 

Woman is form'd by Nature to pleaſe 
and be admired : To this End, ſhe is fram'd 
tender, delicate, and fair; joyous as muſi- 
cal Sounds, ſoft as Air, and gay as Light : 
Her Fibres are of ſo nice a Contexture, and. 
endued with ſuch a Quickneſs and Senſibi- 
lity, that the leaſt rude Touch inſtantly con- 
veys to her Soul infinite Pain and Inquie- - 
tude: The very Air, blowing upon -her,. 
ruffles her natural Serenity; even her own 
Reflections, if they happen to be occaſion'd. 
by diſagreeable Objects, diſorder the whole 
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Frame of her Mind, and is never in per- 
fect Repoſe, but when a-ſleep.; meditating; 
on ſome agreeable Object, or in the Arms 


of the Man ſhe loves. Her tender Side is 


only guarded by a certain regulated Habit, 
which we uſually ſtile Modeſty, and, in 
Proportion as ſhe digreſſes from that, ſhe 
grows into the pretty, fluttering, whimſical 
Being we call a Belle. 

Man is form'd by Nature for great and 
noble Purſuits; and his Frame of Body ad- 
apted to that of his Mind. He is made 
ſtrong, nervous, and robuſt; and his Soul 
ſoars "after Honour and Renown, as the 
Eagle after its Prey; and is naturally. fo. 


reſtleſs in the Purſuit, as never to be ſatiſ- 


fy'd with Acquiſition. His Imagination,, 
hike a ſandy. Deſart, . ſwallows up the Dew 
of Heaven, and imbibes eternal Rains, 
without the Proſpect of Plenitude; and 
when, through a Decay of Nature, the Fire 
of vigorous Fancy is exhauſted, as Alexam 
der did after his Conqueſts, he fits down, 
and weeps his Incapacity of I, the 


Impoſſibilities. 
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A Degenerating from this Character is 
the Progreſs towards the Formation of a 
Beau, which he is the leſs or more, as he 
varies from this Definition of a Man ; but 
does not thereby grow into the Belle : It is 
a falſe Reflection thrown on him by undiſ- 
cerning Men. He is in Dreſs and Conduct 
a perfect Hermaphrodite and is, in the 
Courſe of his Purſuits, what the old French 
Refugees are in their Language, who nei- 
ther ſpeak French nor Engliſh. We have 
no Title to diſtinguiſh him by, but that of 
Beau; the Name, and the Thing, had their 
Origin in the ſame Climate and,, however it 
may flouriſh hereafter, Tranſportation will 
ever be eſteemed Exotic: He only imitates 
the Belle in Dreſs and Flutter ; but is not, 
like her, made for Love and Enjoyment : 
His meagre Countenance, weak Hams,, 
and equilateral Legs, ſpeak him the Devo-- 
tee of a ſingle Bed; and, like the Sun- 


| Flower, only opens himſelf to Obſervance,, 


when Don Phæbus has drove his Chariot up 
to the Zenith, and diſpens'd his warm Rays 
around, to cheer the whole Circle of Na- 
ture. 
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The Belle is quite another Creature; ſhe 


z compoſed of Health, Bloom, and Gaiety, 


Love, Life, and Spirit; and wiſhes for no- 
thing ſo much as to revel in ſuch Profufion 
of Joys, for which ſhe ſeems by Nature 
deftin'd. Tea and Chocolate will give more 
Spirits to a Belle, than, perhaps, ſhe ſfiould 
have; while Hartſhorn Jellies, and Viper 
Broth, will hardly put the Beam in Motion. 
Gaiety in her, when attempted by him, is 
Affectation; and the Diſtance of the Paral- 
Tel may ſoon appear, by making the Two 
change Habits ; the Nean would then be in- 
ſtantly transformed into a Green-Sickneſs. 
Girl, and the Belle into a Lover, a Rake, 
and a Heroe. In a Word, the Similitude 
between them is no more than between a: 
Spaniard. and a Portugueſe, when, by ex 
tracting all the bad Qualities from the firſt, 


you finiſh the Character of the laſt': So di- 


veſt a Belle of all hers and inſtantly you! 
behold a Beau. 

Clara was a fine young; Widow, rich, a- 
miable, and gay, and had as much of the 
Belle in her, as it was poſſible for Woman 
v0 have; ſhe flutter'd herſelf into the Hearts: 


Ns Te FO O. 37 
of numberleſs Admirers ; among them ma- 
ny truly worthy her Regard, whom. her 
Beauty and Spirit had made overlook a 
Thouſand little Frailties. She had in her 
Train, of almoſt every Rank and Species 
of Maſculine Beings; and, conſequently, 
not without a Beau: She found herſelf hard 
preſs*d on all Sides, which brought her at 
laſt to a Reſolution of retiring for a Week, 
in order to determine her Choice; ſhe 
thought, as People uſually do who have no 
Syſtem to govern themſelves by, till ſhe. 
could not tell what to think. The Variety 


of Humours, Tempers, Fortunes, Perſons, 


and Diſpoſitions, conſiſted of too many 
Parts for her little Head to adjuſt. The 
Beau appear' d to her a very civil Animal, 


whom ſhe propoſed at leaſt to live on good 


Terms with; and, not knowing what to: 
make of the reſt, received him into her 
Arms. You ſee her now doubly Widow- 
ed, mourning and: lamenting: that ſhe has 
not found one Satisfaction in this Marriage, 
which ſhe expected in the Society of a Man. 
She has, by this Match, loſt her Character 


as 
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as a Belle, and her Chance as a Widow. 
The fallacious Reſemblance, that firſt ſtruck 
her, now diſappears ; and, to her infinite 
Inquietude, has learnt to know, that a Beau 
is but the Dregs of a Man, and the Mimic 
of a fine Lady. 


_ 
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HE N we conſider Man in the 


Light of a reaſonable Creature, 

bleſſed with a diſtinguiſhing Faculty, and 
formed to think and reflect, we naturally 
conclude, that all his Views and Purſuits 
are adapted to the great End of his Crea- 
tion. On the other Side, when we conſider 
him formed with Paſſions and Appetites 
like the brute Species, and which his Rati- 
onality ſeems purely given him to regulate 


and correct, we are not at all ſurpriſed, 5 


through a Variety of Occurrences, he ſome- 
times falls into the worſt Extreme, and leſ- 
ſens his natural Value. 

When Men come to be thus unhappy, 
they improve one Evil upon another. They 
call the brutal Part Nature, and either ba- 
niſh the Rational, or make it the Dupe of 
the Brutal, by furniſhing. Argument there- 
from to Juſtify their Paſſions and Vices. 

Thus the Two great Extremes, which were 


intended 
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intended by Nature to co-operate together, 
and thereby form a happy Medium, are ei- 
ther directly contraſted, or the beſt render- 
ed wholly ſubſervient to the worſt. 
From this unhappy Turn of Thinking, 
or rather Abſence of Thought, ſpring all 
the Miſeries and Misfortunes to which hu- 
man Nature is liable. Since it is impoſſible 
for any Man to really think, and not at the 
fame Time evidently perceive, that out of 
unregulated Paſſions grows every Evil. 
Hence we ſee Eſtates ſquandered away, 
Diſeaſes abound, Minds diſtempered, and 
the whole Soul tortured and agonzed; the 
Man loſt, and ſomething worſe than the 
Brute conſtituted in its Stead. | 

There are various Species of Vice, 
which contribute to produce this undeſira- 
ble Change; this Deviation from the Intent 
of Nature; as Gaming, Drinking, De- 
bauchery, Luxury in Diet, Sc. If People 
only play for Diverſion, it may poſſibly be 
an innocent Amuſement ; but when it be- 
comes Habit, we know of no Evil that 
produces worſe Conlequences ; ; While it 


makes u us avaritious, it is apt to render us. 
diſhoneſt; 


| — 
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diſhoneſt; Induſtry and ſocial Purſuits thence 
fly before us; the Mind is eternally tortur- 
ed; we are ſtaking our Eſtates, Peace, 
and Happineſs, againſt a Dream; and em- 
bracing a Cloud for Juno. 

The Drinking at proper Times a chear- 
ful Glaſs, may act as an Alterative on ſome 
Conſtitutions; clear the Head, and exhila- 
rate the Spirits; but, abuſed into a Habit, 
renders us dull, ſtupid, and uſeleſs : Thence 
we forget our Exiſtence as Men, and de- 
generate into a Being for which we know 
not a juſt Parallel. 

Unreſtrained Freedom with Women is 
attended by ſuch a Train of Evils, as are 


difficult to be recounted within the narrow - 


Limits of this Paper: Our Health, Time, 
and Reaſon, are all ſacrificed at once. to this 
Vice; and while we are purſuing imagina- 
ry Delights, we loſe the very Thing we 
aim at, and are puniſhed for being cheated. 
The Hand of the Phyſician carries off the 
roſy Bloom of our Countenances, debaſes 
our natural Appearances, and turns us into 
walking Statues: The Fair, the Voung, 
and Virtuous, pity and avoid us; while the 


very 
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very Wretches, with whom we have ſo ſilli- 
ly aſſociated, deſpiſe and contemn us. The 
Soul is, perhaps, tainted beyond this Life; 
and if there was no Future State, we are ve- 
ry aſſiduous to make ourſelves a Hell here, 
by ſacrificing all the reaſonable Pleaſures 
and Enjoyments of this World, to one of 
the moſt fooliſh and fatal Purſuits we are 
capable of following; becauſe every Man 
will find, that the moderate Love of Wo- 
men ſooths, ſoftens, and leſſens all our 
Cares, and carries Joy with it to the Grave; 
while the inconſiderate Abuſe acts juſt the 
contrary, and furniſhes us with nothing but 
* Miſery, and Repentance. 

All Vices are a Kind of Sicklineſs in Na- 
ture, and rarely purſued in full Health and 
Vigour. Bad Company may produce bad 
Habits, and thoſe bad Health; but, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, a Kind of Green- ſickneſs on 
the Mind or Body, owing to Want of Ac- 
tivity and Exertion, is uſually the Fountain 
of Error. Drinking is to conſtitute artifi- 
cial Spirits, and unnatural Gaiety. Varie- 
07 of Women, and Luxury in Diet, the 

Sub- 
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Subſtitutes of abſent Appetites. The Truth 
of this is evident to the unhappy Victims, 
and to thoſe who are yet free, it is beſt the 
are never convinced. England is one of 

thoſe Countries ſo highly bleſt by Provi- 
dence, and ſo induſtriouſly cultivated, as 
even to furniſh Materials for an Exceſs of 
Luxury ; but, when the natural Appetite 
becomes ſo depraved as to reliſh nothing 
our Climate affords, all the Corners of the 
Earth are to be ranſacked, for Means pure- 
ly to keep us alive ; while Health and Vi- 
gour is ſtaring the luxurious Man in the 
Face, and, in the Character of the Fox- 


hunter, or Plowman, Drolly bantering him 


with Beef and Pudding, roſy Looks, and 
wholeſome Ale, he is pining over the Leg 
of an Ortelan, or gloating on a Truffle or 
Morel, picked out of a Perigord Pie ; even 
the fine red-legged Patridges, which com- 
poſe the principal Part of this dear delicious 
Diſh, lie ſolitary and untouched ; the Man 
dines as it were in a Dream, and, thus ſur- 
rounded with Dainties, is ſtarved in the 
midſt of Plenty. Men of this Turn are in 

3 the 
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the State of Virgil's Damned, as they ap- 


pear deſeribed in the Sixth Book of the 
Hneids: 


A 7 ont genialibus altis, &c. 
Thus tranſlated by Dryden. 
They lie below, on golden Beds diſplay'd, 


And genial Feaſts in regal Pomp are made. 
The Queen of Furies by their Sxle is ſat, 
And ſnatches from their Mouths the un- 
taſted Meat. 

Which when they touch, her 2 Snakes 
| ſhe rears ; 
Toſſes her Torch, and chinders 3 in their 
.— 


Eumenes is one of the higheſt Inſtancesof 
this: Folly the Age has produced, and has 
contrived what to eat ſo long, as not now 
to be able to eat at all. The Fumes of De- 
licacy have clouded his Brain, and the Ex- 
pence waſted his Eſtate. He is reduced to 
ſuch a terrible Dilemma, as nothing can re- 
trieve, but being tranſported above the 
3 there to be fed with Ether. Peo- 


ple, 
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ple, who philoſophiſe, ſay, they are in 
Doubt which is the worſt Situation, to have 
an Appetite ruined by Satiety, or to have 
an Appetite, and want Victuals. I have 
not Room to enter. into the Argument, but 
am very clear, that the, honeſt Labourer 
who can get coarſe Food, and devours it 
heartily, is in much a better Situation than 
either of them; and he who is bleſt with a 
fine Fortune, and lives according to Rea- 
ſon, till beſt of all. 

Alcibiades has Wit enough to ſerve half 
a Dozen common Men, but never had com- 
mon Senſe enough to anſwer the great Pur- 
poſes of a reaſonable Creature; with all 
his fine Underſtanding, is the Dupe of Lux- 
ury, and the Bubble of Sharpers: While 
Evander, who is ſuppoſed not to have more 
Senſe than his Neighbours, lives and tri- 


umphs in all the rational Pleaſures a right 


Judgment is capable of enjoying. A Tar 
ble noble, but frugal; a Family finely edu- 
cated, and a ſmiling Serenity ſpreading it- 
ſelf around; all calm, ſweet, and happy, 


free from uneaſy Cares, created by bad Re- | 


flections 


a 
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flections on thoughtleſs Hours miſpent. No 
indigeſted Fumes diſturb his Nights Re- 
poſe, nor wakes he in the Morning, but to 
new Delight. Thus, without too much 
Senſe.to be a Fool, lives the wiſe Evander : 
Many go thro' Life -tolerably, ſome with 
Applauſe ; but Thou art Wiſdom's Dar- 
ling. 
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VERY Fool has a rambling Head; it 
can therefore hardly be preſum'd, that 
I, who am the Fool of Fools, the principal 
Figure in the Group, fit ſtill long in one 
Place, gravely deliberating, like a mighty 
wiſe Man, on ſome important Nothing ; 
nor needs one, who has his Reſidence in the 
Center of this Wilderneſs of Buildings, rove 
much for Matter, ſince, within the Circle 
of the Bills of Mortality, a ſpeculative Mind 


is capable of furniſhing itſelf with a ſuffici- 


ent Stock ; where, amongſt a Variety of 
Perſons, Avocations, and Diſpoſitions, ſome- 
thing new is ever before me, and oft-times 
crouds in ſo faſt upon the Conception, as to 
puzzle and confuſe it. I am therefore ob- 
liged, the Inſtant any one Object preſents, 
ſuited to the End of theſe my wiſe Lucu- 
brations, immediately to cloſe the Eyes of 
my Imagination, until I have thoroughly 
conſider'd that, and digeſted it for the Pub- 

lic 
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lic Emolument and then, as Shakeſpear 
phraſes it, Again out of my own FooPs Eyes 
Peep. 

J have, in the Courſe of my Rambles, 
obſerv'd a Kind of pretty whimſical Female 
Beings, that run about among the Painters, 
who are complaiſant enough to dreſs them 
in any Sort of Diſguiſes their Ladiſhips own 
wild Imaginations ſuggeſt; by which means 
it happens that one often ſees the gayeſt 
Countenance, the moſt brilliant Beauty in 
the World, cloathed in a Manner fo per- 
fectly ſolemn and diſconſolate, as leads us 
into wondering what Turn of Genius could 
induce them to create ſuch a contradictory 
Conjunction. To ſee a fine young Girl, 
with Eyes that outſhine the Luſtre of Me- 
ridian Day, and Cheeks that out- bloom the 
Roſes, dreſſed in the Habit of a mournful, 
unmanned, ſolitary Widow, while ſhe real- 
ly enjoys the Character of a Maid, and the 
fineſt Maid in the World too, looks as if 
ſhe was anticipating Sorrow, and becoming 


unhappy before her Time; while, in the 


ſame Room, appears a real Widow, neither 
young, nor beautiful, but as made ſo by the 


flat- 


— 
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fattering Hand of the Painter; deck'd out 
in all the Colours of the Rainbow, and that 
ſeems never to have dreamt about Care in 
her Life. Theſe Whims of the Parties and 
Condeſcenſion of the Painter, puts a Trick 
upon our Underſtandings, and deceives us 
into an Apprehenſion, that pretty Miſs Kit. 
ty, a public Toaſt, the Envy of her own 
Sex, and Admiration of ours, is a grave, 
retir d Woman; and the ſpiritous Mrs. 
Frolic, though turn'd of Forty, a fine young 
Lady, which ſurprizes us into infinite Er- 
rors and Miſtakes not readily ſurmounted. 
Tom Maggot, an idle young Fellow of 


Quality, and almoſt as inquiſitive a Fool as 


myſelf, on viſiting the ſhining Aſſembly in 
a Painter's Show- Room, unluckily miſtook 
Mrs. Frolic for a Virgin, at leaſt, within the 
Age of One and Twenty; and took it into 
his Head to be terribly enamour'd, at firſt 
Sight, with the deceitful Imagery, and finds 
ing Means to get out of the Painter the 
Place of her Abode, without further En- 
quiry, with the Aſſurance natural to a Man 
of his Rank, viſited, was amaz'd, and ſa- 
tisfy'd. On this Miſtake it very naturally 

I. D occurred 
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occurred to him, That if thoſe that appear- 
ed to him young were old, thoſe that ap- 
pear'd grave were young; in this Thought 
he varied his Purſuit, and viſited next the 
diſconſolate Widow, whom, to his great 
Satisfaction, he found to be one of the fineſt 
young Ladies in the Nation. This ſtruck 
him ſo ſenſibly, that, on his taking Leave, 
he immediately return'd to the Painter's; 
and, as good Fortune would have it, being 
left alone to ſurvey the Portraits at Leiſure, 
he immediately fell on his Knees before the 
pretty Idol, and invoking the blind God to 
aid his Muſe, with the Help of his Pencil, 
ſketch'd out the following amorous Lines: 


Why, my lovely beauteous Maid, 
Art thou cover d thus in Spade? 
Why this Scene of dull Diſtreſs ? 
Why this outſide Wretchedneſs ? 
Daaſt thou thus. thy Beauties ſhroud, 
* Wrapt like Jund in à Cloud, 
That Mankind might not admire, 
Leſt they periſh in the Fire? 
Cunſt thou then, in this Diſguiſe, 
Hide the Spirit of thy Eyes, 
. Blooming 
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Blooming Cheeks, celeſtial Air, 
Dimpled Chin, and flowing Hair ? 
No, my lovely A——:; No, 
Think the Pain we undergo, { 
When our Thoughts deſcend below, SJ © 
Where Ideas, gay and warm, 9 
Count oer every latent Charm, | 1 
Think how we the Painter chide, 
When he dares preſume to hide 
All that's lovely, all that's fair, 
Speaking on Elyſium there; 
Fine turn d Neck and riſing Chet 
0 ER the enchanting Breaſt, 
As if wantonly they d ſay—— 
 Mortah Eyes, begone away. 
See the Index: of the whole, 
That's enough to fire the Seals 
- That's enough to make thee 740 re 
That thy Deſtiny. is near. 


What will be the End of all this I am as 
yet to learn; but if the Lady happens to be 
as deeply enamour'd with Tom, as he ſeems 
to be with her: The Maggot of the one, 
and Whim of the other, may chance to pro- 
duce very happy Conſequences. 
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HE Gentleman, who writes the fol- 
lowing Letter, is fallen into the com- 
mon Miſtake, That the Fool is, ſimply, a 
+ ſprightly, or, what is worſe, as he terms 
it, a pert Character; and ſeems to imagine, 
that the Fools are a diſtinct Fraternity; not 
conſidering that all Mankind are Fools in 
different Shapes and Appearances: That is 


to ſay, ſpeaking more tenderly, every Man 


has his weak Side; to hit which, | and 
thereby contribute to Amendment, is the 
Buſineſs of the Fool. But he muſt be a Fool 
indeed, and have very little Acquaintance 
with human Nature, who imagines that 
any one Kind of Remedy, or fame Specie 
of Writing, is capable of curing the vari- 
ous Diſtempers where with the human Mind 
is affected; for, notwithſtanding they are 
all Follies, they are not all of that Kind 
which Men are to be laugh'd out of. The 
Three greateſt Writers, in the laughing 
Way, are Cervantes, Rabelais, and Buller. 

EE me 
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The firſt ſtruck at a particular Folly, which 
was Knight Errantry; wrote a whole Vo- 
lume of fine Satire, and had the Happineſs 
to carry his Point: The ſecond was more 
general, and, though very delicate, carry*d 
no Point that I ever heard of, except that 
of making his Reader merry, and often- 
times not that : The laſt was rather a Satire 
upon what had happened, than a Burleſque 
of the preſent; the Humour ſtruck at, 
was, in Effect, vaniſh'd before his Work 
appear'd, ſo could anſwer no End in the 
curing of a Folly, that, with the Reſtora- 
tion, cur'd itſelf, and changed into the 
contrary Extreme. Dr. Swift, and ſome 
other laughing Writers, ſhall be conſidered 
another Time. The Inference I would dra 
from thoſe quoted is, that, if it required a 
whole Volume to laugh one Folly out of 
Countenance, it is paſt my numbering, how 
many would be neceſſary to laugh Men 
into a State of Perfection, who have not 
only every one of them Follies, but dif- 
tinct ones too; and, after all, perhaps, the 
Kind of laughing, the Letter-Writer hints 
at, would have the leaſt Effect of any. 
D 3 Ning 
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Nine Tenths of the People of Eugland are 


grave and ſerious, and to ſneer at their 


Foibles, in the pert Way, would rather 
be receiv'd as feeble Malice, and accord- 
ingly taken in Dudgeon, than act as a Spe- 
cific for the Cure of a ſick Mind. Mr. 


Addiſon underſtood human Nature better 


than Dr. Swift, and, in his ſerious Way, 
cur'd infinitely more Follies. The Raillery 
of the latter was a Compoſition of merry 


Malice, as if he hated Mankind; the other's 
of rational Pleaſantry, as if he lov'd them; 


the End ſuited. the Means; ſome Wits will 


be pleaſed with Dr. Swift, all Mankind with 


Mr. Addiſon. 


My Correſpondent is pleaſed to ſtile me 
Fool the Firſt, to which if he had added, 
that own'd himſelf ſo, he would have done 


me Juſtice. That I am ſometimes grave 
is true, but, as my Betters have ſaid before 
me, never dull but by Deſign ; to ſuit the 


Means to the End; and, by falling into 


the common Level, court my Brethren, 
by Degrees, into rational Gaiety ; and, by 


a Parity of Reaſoning, when I am gay, it 
is to draw another Part of my Reacers 
nearer 


be 
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nearer a State of Equality, by courting them 


in their own Way into the Pleaſures of 


Thinking. This Apology, I hope, will 
have the Honour to ſatisfy my Brother 
Ninny, that every Thing is not wrong, or 
out of Character, that at firſt Sight, to 


particular Conceptions, ſeems ſo. Nor is 


it intended to hinder him from being as 
merry in this Paper as his Imagination can 


make him; on the contrary, ſha'l help him 


to a few Hints that may contribute to en- 
liven his Subject, and give ſome Grace 
to the Poignancy, without which it wants. 
the main Force of agreeable Satire, it be- 
ing, without lively Contraſts and Illuſtra- 
tions, rather III Nature than Wit. 

There is, on the Confines of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtic State, a little Town and Republic in 


one, named St. Marino; the Cuſtom there 


15 to employ one Phyſician only at the 
public Expence, whoſe Buſineſs it is to 
keep the People alive as long as he can, for 
the Benefit of the Community, and for his 
own Sake too ; becauſe, if many die, he 
loſes his Place, which, in ſome meaſure, 
obviates the common Practice of the Pro- 
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feſſion, who lay all the Dead to the Charge 
of God Almighty, but take the Benefit of 
preſerving thoſe that live entirely on them- 
ſelves. Now it Mr. Ninny intends to pur- 
{ue this Plan in his Pariſh Scheme, it will 
not want my good Opinion; but, as it 
ſtands, it looks as if he intended to unpeo- 
ple the Town, and turn 1t into a Wilder- 
neſs. 

We may rail as long we pleaſe, but, while 
there are Fools, there will be Phyſicians, 
and very bad ones too. They are eſta- 
bliſhed, like the Lawyers, on the Baſis of 
our Folly, for, as litigious People create 
the one, the whimſical form the other ; 
and where one ſends for a Phyſician that 
wants him, Five hundred do it becauſe they 
fancy themſelves ſick : And as one of the 
moſt eminent, as well as the moſt honeſt of 
the Profeſſion, has often told me, that both 
their Credit and Profit depend more on 
preſcribing Things as ſimple as plain Wa- 
ter to the Well, than Medicines to the 
Sick ; and as I know this to be ſometimes 
the Caſe, I can't help conceiving it to be 


fair, to put one to the other, and ſo ho- 
neitly 
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neſtly divide the Satire between the Fool 
and the Phyſician. 


Old Slaugbter's, July 19, 1746. 
SIR, 


T your firſt ſetting out I expected to 

have been mightily amuſed with your 
Paper; and thought, that Foo! the Firſt 
would have been followed by ſome divert- 
ing ones ; but, contrary to my Expecta- 


tion, I have found all your Fools grave, 


if not dull, which I fear will never turn 
to your Advantage (unleſs you mind the 
Pert with them) and may diſcredit, per- 
haps, the Fraternity in genera], to the great 
Damage of many of. his — 8 Leige 
People. 


In order to prevent ſo dire a We 


I ſhall acquaint you, that I have found out 
an odd Fellow, a Sort of Projector, very 
Poor, pretends to great Knowledge, and, 


I verily: believe, proper to be enliſted in 


your Regiment; perhaps he will ſerve a 
Voluntier ; and I am perſuaded could fur- 
niſn you an hundred Papers with Eaſe, leſs 
grave than any of yours that have yet ap- 
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peared. This Man's Ideas vary with the 
Weather, but is never very dull, except in 
the dark Days before Chriſtmas. 

His great Scheme, at preſent, is the Re- 
ulation of Phyſicians. He ſays, the Sci- 
ence and Study of Phyſic, like that of Di- 
vinity, is a Matter of Faith; and that the 
more the Profeſſors cavil and diſpute about 
it, the more they ruin their Intereſt, and 
expoſe their Ignorance. He has read Dr, 
| Thompſon's Caſe, and all that has been wrote 
againſt him. He ſays, if Dr. Thompſon 
had wrote in Latin, he would have had 
fewer to have wrote againſt him, and had 
been more admired ; but that they are all 
in the Wrong, and ought to be condemned 
to write for your Paper ; but that the Un- 
dertakers of Funerals need be under no 
Apprehenſions. At Length, putting on an 
Air of Conſequence, I think I have a Pro- 
ject, ſays he, would be of Advantage to 
the Public, if put in Execution; which is, 

I would have a Doctor in Phyſic, as well 
as a Doctor in Divinity, eſtabliſhed, by 
Authority, in every Pariſh : The Doctor 
in Phyſic to have an under Doctor, by Way 
of Curate, to be paid by the Principal; 
and 
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and the whole Pay of all theſe Gentlemen 
to be collected by the Churchwardens, by 


a Pariſh Rate, in every Pariſh thro Great- 


Britain. 

The Clergy's Rates are already ſettled; 
and, as to the Phyſicians, every Perſon 
ſhould pay for him (the uſual Fee they gave 
Phyſicians) to a Pariſh Officer; the Doctor 


keeping a Regiſter of his Viſits, and the 
Price; and the Pariſh Officer receive and 


accompt for the Money. The Doctor in 
Phyſic to have the ſame Income as the 
Doctor in Divinity; and the under Doc- 
tors the ſame Stipend as Curates, Sc. and 
the Qverplus receiv'd for Doctors in Phy- 
ſic's Fees, more than the Clergy's (by the 
large Sums uſually given) to be applied to 
the Uſe of Hoſpitals, Sc. 

As to Apothecarics, each Pariſh ſhould 
have a Laboratory, or Diſpenſary, at the 
Pariſh Expence ; in which the Gentlemen: 
Apothecaries ſhould be employed, and have 
a Scavenger*s Rate allowed them for clean- 
ſing the Inhabitants of each Pariſh, and 
making out the Pariſhioners Bills for Phy- 
fic. The Profit accruing to the Pariſh, 
from the Diſpenſary, to be applied to eaſing 
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the Poor's Rate; which would greatly re- 
lieve the Inhabitants, as well as preſerve 
our London Pavement, intolerably impaired 
of late by the great Number of Apotheca- 
ries Chariots, c. 

He was going on to ſhew the Reaſona- 
bleneſs of all this, but, ſome body aſking 
for me, he immediately diſappeared, or 


elſe I ſhould have certainly given him your 
Direction. 


Ian, 
SIR, 
Your moſt humble Servant, 


Nic. NiNNY, 


{ 02 F 


Eo ore 


N* 9. Monday, July 28, 1746. 


'F a Foot was always in a laughing Hu- 

mour, he would certainly be the Hap- 
pieſt among Mortals, in reſpect to himſelf, 
however tireſome he might be to other 


People. If his Turn was Irony, few would 


underſtand him; if a direct Joker, very 
trifling ; and if he laughed at nothing, ve- 
ry fooliſh. The Sum of Mirth conſiſts not 
in either of theſe, much leſs in ſuch ſevere 
Reflections as pinch Mankind too ſenſibly; 
but the wiſeſt of Men are apt to feel Joy, 
even in Reflections on their own Conduct, 

when the weak Side is only tenderly touch- 
ed, and either the public or private Fool 
does not take it into his Head to be too 
rudely witty. The following, I think, is 
as innocent a Piece as any that has come 
out under this Character; has as little Sa- 
tire in it, as the Works of a Fool can well 


have; and as many different Thoughts as 
could 
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could be thrown together within the Com- 


-paſs, in due Order, 

The Veneration and Eſteem we have for 
thoſe who were born twenty Centuries paſt, 
1s apt to lead us into a very ridiculous Con- 
tempt of modern Ingenuity ; and what if 
projected in thoſe Days, tranſmitted down, 
had been looked upon as beautiful Allego- 
ry, in theſe is the Object of Deriſion. We 
Fee this in a ſimple Emblem, generally ex- 
hibited to our View, in mean and obſcure 

Places, and eſteemed a pitiful Conceit, be- 
cauſe neither underſtood or attended to. 
This is a Print repreſenting a Mill, with an 
old Woman going in at the Hopper; and, 
being ground through, comes out young, 
gay, and lively. The old Woman here, 
according to the Notions of the Ancients, 
is the Emblem of Winter; and may be pro- 
perly ſaid, in that Diſpoſition, to repreſent 
December. The Time of grinding through 
ſignifies the two ſucceeding Months; her 
Legs coming out at the other End repre- 
ſents the Spring; when you ſee her Waiſt 
appeer, you cannot help thinking of May- 
Day ; and, when her whole Body is in full 
Bloom 


ill 
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Bloom and Luſtre, the Conception is im- 
mediately ſtruck with an Idea of full Sum- 
mer. 

Relative Ideas naturally carry us from 
one Thing to another, of the like Nature: 
The old Woman, as it relates to the Di- 
verſions of the Town, repreſents the Sea- 
ſon when Plays, Balls, Aſſemblies, Maſ- 
querades, Opera's, Routs, Sc. are grind- 
ing off the dull Time that hangs heavy on 
our Hands, and thereby rendering it tole- 
rable to live till the approaching Spring; 
and, as Summer approaches, the young 
Woman appears to perſonate Ranelagh, 
Vaux=Hall, and Ruckholt ; where all aſſem- 
bling are, or would feign appear to be, 
young and ſprightly. 

What our Forefathers did with their 


Time, when none of theſe Amufements 


preſented, is extremely hard to ſay; tho? it 
is thought, that, as Commerce then took up 
but little, it 1s poſſible they might often 
want Employment, if not Amuſement. Cy- 
nics, who are a little too ſevere on our com- 
mon Purſuits, intimate, that ſuch Plea- 


ſures are fo far from being an * | 
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ment on the Ways of our Predeceſſors, that 
they are the Baſis of Folly and Immorality. 
For my Part, I cannot help thinking in 
general, that they are an Improvement, 
and ſuch a one, as, if moderately attended 
to, contributes to embelliſh Life ; ſince the 
ſame Turn of Mind, which objects to theſe, 
likewiſe is angry at our wearing Cloaths, 
though one could produce a hundred Rea- 
ſons both of the Benefit and Neceſlity ; and 
it will be ſufficient if I only give two Inſtan- 
ces of ſuch argumentive Force, as is not to 
be got over by any Cynic on Earth, The 
Firſt is of a fine Lady : If ſhe happens to 
be ſo injured in the Birth, or Nurſery, as 
to prove a little uneven in her Frame, Dreſs 


inſtantly hides this, and, with a moderate 


Degree of Art, ſets all even. The other 
is of a fine Gentleman; who, by the Help 
of Flannel Shirts, Bodice, and other Deco- 
rations, which grow upon him one after an- 
other, appears a tolerable Figure; but 
ſtrip him of theſe, and, good Heavens 
what do we behold, but the Skeleton of a 
Man in Motion, a Clock-work Machine, 
the Competitor of one of Balducci's Statues r 


Theſe 
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Theſe are ſuch Inſtances, that the moſt 


Sour of our Mortals has not Acid enough 
in his Conſtitution to explode, 


As to the Firſt, our public Diverſions, I 


cannot help feeling a ſenſible Pleaſure at the 
naming them; eſpecially ſuch as furniſh 


us with Summer Amuſements, and produce 
to our View, regulated by Art and Judg- 


ment, the bounteous Bleſſings of a Divine 
Hand, poured out with Profuſion before 
us; naturally leading us, at once, both to 
admire and adore the Author of Nature, 
It matters not at all, that ſome, with hu- 
man Frailties incident to our Nature, invert 
the happy Purpoſe, and, by vitiated Ha- 
bits, corrupt the fair Intent. Wine is on- 
ly Poiſon to thoſe who abuſe it; Water is 
juſt the ſame. Nature furniſhes us with 
Means of Happineſs, and Reaſon is given 
to direct us to the End; fo that it is only 
whether we uſe, or abuſe, what 1s preſent- 


ed to us; not the Thing itſelf that can ad- 


mit of any Diſpute, It is the ſame with 
our Winter Diverſions, which are, indeed, 
almoſt all Art; but, well regulated, con- 
tribute at once, both to improve our Minds, 

and 
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and feaſt our Senſes; which is far from be- 
ing wrong, if, by not being too much im- 
merſed in Delight, we do not grow Glut- 
tons. This I ſpeak of as to Plays; moſt 
-of the-other Diverſions are purely ſenſual, 
but generally delight the Mind; and, per- 
haps, very innocently ; that entirely depends 
on ourſelves ; otherwiſe, even a Church 
-may be turned into a Brothel. As to Routs, 
of which there are ſeveral Species, but, if 
am rightly informed, uſually center in Ga- 
ming, and are only the ſame Thing diver- 
ſified, in that Light, their very Being is an 
Error, becauſe they, in the Nature of 
Things, are apt to produce Pain and In- 
Juietude, which injures both the Diſpoſiti- 
on and Countenance of young Ladies, taints 
them with Avarice, and makes them the 
Slaves and Companions of Thieves and 
Sharpers; conſequently, if in any Senſe 
adapted to Human Life, only proper to 
thoſe whom Nature and Time have diveſt- 
ed of all that is charming in a Woman. In 
the innocent Part of our Diverſions, the La- 
dies only run this Hazard, that, by appearing 
in Public often, they make themſelves too 
known 
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known and cheap. This regards their 
own private Conduct; though, did every 
Man ſee with my Eyes, they would even 


| call this an idle Prejudice, created by a cor- 


rupt Taſk, which loves to dwell on Varie- 
ty. The Sun, to a ſhady. Thinker, is as 
bright To- day as ever; and no Defect in our 
Sight can in any Senſe eclipſe its Beauty, 
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Prins. is this peculiar Happineſs in 
being a Fool, that, let me ſay what! 


will, no Body takes it amiſs; the Reaſon 
is, that every Body is wiſe enough to know 
that a Fool always ſays juſt what comes up- 
permoſt, without Study or Reflection; and 
thus, without a Grain of Malice at his Heart, 
laughs on without the leaſt Regard to any 
Body. The French, in the Courſe of their 
| — Levity, talk much of the Severity 
and Gloomineſs of their Neighbours the 
Engliſh; as if we had not Characters among 
us as gay and light as any that giddy- brain- 
ed Nation can afford, Matrimony is, in moſt 


Countries, eſteem'd a very ferious Affair; 


and yet we want not, more than the French, 
Inftances to a Profuſion, where, through 
ill-conſider'd Matches, or for other Reaſons 
immaterial to the preſent Purpoſe, Hymen 
is kick'd out of Doors, with all its Train of 
Seriouſneſs, Regularity, and Order; and Li- 

bertiniſm, 
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Ibertiniſm, looſe Follies, and licentious Joys, 
ſubſtituted in their Stead ; of which the fol- 
lowing is as ſingular, as well known and 
remarkable. 


Araminta was, in the Days of Tore, a 


fine young Girl, beautiful as the Paphian 
Goddeſs, when ſhe ſhone in all the Luſtre 
of celeſtial Beauty, and carried the Prize 

from her Siſter Deities; gay as Light, and 
Iſprightly as the Lapwing : While ſhe 
dream'd, as moſt young Virgins do, of no- 
thing but Delight, a Being was brought be- 
fore her, to gaze at and love; who wanted 
every Quality Araminta wilh*d, and had on- 
ly one that any Woman in the World cared 
for; which was Fortune, ſupported by the 


beſt Intereſt in the Nation. He had been 
travell'd Abroad, to be ſhewn for one of the 
greateſt Fools of this Nation. A Puppet- 
Show in a Cart attended him all the Road 
through France and 1aly, to Venice; which 
had inſpir'd him with ſome Taſte of the 
Diſtinction of Sexes ; and, from imaginary 
Forms, turn'd his Eyes on bigger Babies, 
in which the Fire of Nature ſparkled. Theſe 


were as new as irreſiſtible; and, what may 


ſeem 


on Wyo: 
ſeem very ſtrange, drew him into unac- 
countable Amours, without any relative J- 
deas, but ſuch as the Puppets had put into 
his Head. In a Word, Prolus was ſo taken 
with ſomething, which he knew nothing a- 
bout, that the great Hopes and Labours of 
an eminent Stateſman were on the Point of 
being thrown away on an 7ta/;zan Courtezan. 
Which would have had the worſt Bargain 
is hard to ſay, but it's very clear, that the 
Breaking off of this extraordinary Match 
laid the Foundation of my Story, as well as 
of giving to Araminta a Huſband; whoſe 
oppolite Diſpoſition made her the beſt 
known travelPd Lady in Europe. 

Prolus came Home ſomewhat advantag'd 
in human Learning, and as much wiſer 
than he ſet out, as the Remembrance of 
the Words of Two or Three Languages, 
and the moſt excellent Tutor in Europe could 
make him. He, by this Means, ſhone in 
that Kind of Luſtre, which the prejudic'd 
Mind of a fond Pappa thought very glori- 
ous; and was therefore pitch*d upon to be 
the Huſband, Friend, and Guardian of a 
Lady, whoſe Turn of Mind could only ſuit 
80G the 
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the fineſt Gentleman of the Age. Howe» 
ver, married they mult be, and ſo they were, 
and the Conſequence thereof as evident, as 
the Compact unnatural]. 

Araminta, who before only look'd for an 
agreeable Huſband, as the quite contrary was 
forc'd upon her, now turn*d her Thoughts 
towards a Gallant z and found one to her 
Mind, among that Race of Men, whoſe 
chief Buſineſs it is to ſtrut about in Cockades, 
and attend the Command of the Ladies. In 
his Arms ſhe found an agreeable Companion, 
to whom ſhe devoted all her gay Thoughts 
and happy Hours; and could only have 
been ended by.an unlucky Diſcovery, which 
produc'd a Kind of voluntary Divorce on 
both Sides. Araminta took it into her 
Head to travel, attended by a Gentleman- 
Uſher and. Guardian of her Huſband's Ap- 
pointment; and ſeated herſelf near the 
warm Air of Mount Veſuvius. Prolus ſtaid 
at Home, and became enchanted with one 
of the principal Actors in a Newgate Scene; 
who, for the Sake of a good Settlement, 
and the diſtinguiſh'd Title of a W——e 
of Pc: quitted all the Glories of the 

Stage, 
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Stage, and threw herſelf willingly into his 


Arms. 

Araminta ſoon got the Aſcendant over 
her Gentleman- Uſher, firſt charm'd him in- 
to perſonally betraying his Truſt, then threw 
him off again,- and made him the Subſti- 


tute and Miniſter of her future Pleaſures. 


From henceforth nothing appear*d around 
but Gaiety and Joy; ſhe became the Miſ- 
treſs of Princes, and ſhewed out at her Le- 
vee with more Grace, Spirit, and Dignity, 
than any Princeſs in Europe, The warm 

Climate made the God of Love a& with 
double Force and Poignancy; her Apart- 
ments out- bloom'd the fam'd Idalian Grove; 
ſhe was attended by nothing but Cupids and 
Graces; the Spicy Zephyrs fann'd her Bed, 
and wanton'd about upon the Chairs and 
Stools. In her Company, the grave Cardi- 
nul, and ſolemn [talian Prince, became amo- 
rous and gay; the roſy Boys ſmil'd; and 
ſparkling Nectar, flowing from Chryſtal 
Cups, impregnated and rarify*d the Air in- 
to celeſtial Æther. 

Love ſo imparadis'd merited Immortality; 
but alas! all human Things are ſubject to 
Change. 
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Change. Princes and Cardinals may be 
tir'd of Love as well as other People; and 
an Engliſh Lady may ſometimes prove a 
Match for all Taly. It really happen'd ſo, 
and the natural Change was into political 
intrigue. Prince Momus had a deep Deſign 
on Foot; Araminta was to be dup'd into a 
Share, and to be made the Bubble of Re- 
bellion. The Sens of Momus paid their 
Court with great Aſſiduity and rich Pro- 
miſes ; Araminta was fairly taken in; and 
the young Heroes no ſooner ſet out on their 
wild Adventures, than Araminta order'd 
her Equipage to be got ready; when, 
mounting the Chariot of the Sun, which 
ſhe out-blaz?d, ſwift as Light ſhe'paſs'd in- 
to the Imperial Regions, paid her Court to 
the Arch-Treaſurer there, and thence paſ- 
fing, like Lightning, over the Surface of 
the Ocean, as it were in an Inſtant, gain'd 
her native Britain ; and there, wrapping her- 
ſelf up in a Cloud, awaited in conceal'd 
Luſtre the Coming of that Day, when all 
Things were to be reveal'd to us from Hea- 
ven and Rome. The Day opened accord- 
ingly, but clog'd again ſo ſuddenly, as threw 
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Araminta into Deſpair; in which Condition 
we muſt leave her for the preſent, loſt to her 


Country, diſcarded by her Lovers, and ru- 
in'd as a Politician; a fatal Land-Mark to 
all thoſe who make Beauty their ſupreme 
Good, and Paſſion their principal Director, 


Extract of a Letter from the late M. 


Van de: Putt, wrote. July 19, 1742, 

from Pattena, ro Mr. John Albert 
Sichterman, &c, at Bengal. 

T ſeems, M. Van de Putt has been tra- 

. verſing in Diſguiſe ſeveral unknown 


Countries bordering on China; but, by 
ſome Accident, his Memoirs have been 


© loſt, which might have been a Pleaſure to 
© the Curious to have ſeen. And in order 
to bring fuch to Light, as may have been 


_ © happily preſerved, the following Tran- 


s ſcript is publiſhed : 
On quitting Lhaſa, the Capital of Ti- 


bet, I purſued my Journey by Great Tar- 


* tary, the Aſiatic. Scythia of the Ancients, 
© into the North of China; which 1s not 
the ſame Country as is laid down in our 
6 Maps, except Kukanoor, or the Blue Sea, 
$ lo 
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< ſo named for the Colour of the Water. I 
have paſſed three Times the famous Chi- 
, © neſe Wall, rais'd many Ages ſince as a 
Barrier againſt the Incurſions of the Tar- 
gars; and now, the fourth Time, diſguiſ- 
ed in the Habit of the Country, wrapping 
* myſelf up as much as poſſible, under Pre- 
© tence of Illneſs, to hide my European Air, 
and blue Eyes, under the Favour of a nu- 
* merous Train of Camels, belonging to a 
* Lhama or Prieſt 3 one of which Animals T 
© led, and thereby eſcap*d the Vigilance of 
© the Chineſe Guards, who, ſince the Com. 
* mencement of the War between China and 
the Siongeres, had received ſtrict Orders 
not to let any Perſon paſs, without the 
« Paſſport of a Manderin; and thus eſcaping, 
arrived at Pekin; but as it was not poſſi- 
© ble, on Account of the ſaid War, to get 
that Way into Rſia; and the Perſecu- 
© tion then againſt the Chriſtians preventing 
* my taking the Road to Canon, I travel- 
led back by the Upper China, or Weſtern 
© Proyinces, a mountainous Country, not 
© particulariſed in our Maps; and by that 

. Route returned to Lhaſa, "From thence 
E 2 * ] pur- 
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« I purſued my Journey by the Sources of 
the Ganges, thro? the fine Diſtrict of Cachi- 
mir; thence, by the little Gazuratta; and, 


* by the Country of Lahor, am armived at 
© Indoſtan.? 


The Perſon who communicated the above 
Extract, ſays he frequently ſaw the ſaid M. 
Van de Putt at Malacca, in the Month of 
February, 1744, where he had reſided ſince 
September, 1743. He was dreſſed in a Moo- 
riſb Habit, and wore a long white Beard 
and a Turban : That, for the better ſup- 
porting the Fatigue of his Journies, he had 
made him a particular Regimen : That he 
neither drank Wine, Beer, nor any Sort of 
Liquor; nor ſmoaked Tobacco. He in- 
tended next for Batavia, and from thence 
propoſed to go by Sea to Per/ia, in order 
to finiſh his Journies, and return by Land 
to Europe. 

The Fool ſays, that he ſuppoſes ſome of 
his Brethren in Holland are cooking up a 


Novel, and have ſent us this Extract by Way 
of Puff. 


* II, 


3 
N e e e ev 
Ne 11. Friday, Auguſt 1, 1746. 


Ramble on Wedneſday to ſee the Pub- 

lic Executions on Kennington-Com- 

non, and the Ripping up and Diſembowel- 
ing of the dead Bodies, filled my Fool's 
Head with ſuch a Multitude of terrible I- 
deas, as, hurrying one Reflection on ano- 
ther, threw me into a Kind of Trance or 
Viſion. Methought, on the ſame Spot of 
Ground, vaſt Numbers of Victims were 
brought together to be ſacrificed ; they 
were divided into large Groups or Diviſions, 
and ſeveral different Kind of Operators at- 
tended, to puniſh each diſtinct Set, accord- 
ing to their reſpective Crimes. What ſtruck 
me moſt ſenſibly upon the whole was, that 
by a Kind of intuitive Knowledge, which 
is rather to be expreſs'd than deſcrib'd, I. 
plainly diſcern'd, that the Victims were a 
Parcel of weak, innocent, honeſt People, 
and the Operators a Set of the greateſt 
Knaves in the Nation; who had made it 
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their Buſineſs firſt to draw the Innocent in 


by various Artifices, and then to puniſh 
them for {uffering themſelves to be impoſed 


on. 


The firſt Set of Operators that command- 
ed. my Attention were a Body of Uſurers; 
the-Perſons they were attending to execute, 
and over whom they gloated with the moſt 


horrid Miens I ever beheld, were a Med- 
ley of young Heirs, and inconſiderate Tra- 


ders; the Charge againſt them ſeemed to 
be, . that they did not, after being ruin'd 
by uſurious Contracts, uſe their beſt En- 
deavours to draw in all their Friends and 


- Acquaintance into the ſame Dilemma; and 


on pleading Not Guilty to this Charge, and 
propoſing to move in Arreſt of Judgment, 


which was given without Examination of 
Witneſſes, their Plea was inſtantly over- 


ruled. The Criminals iron'd, clap*d up in 
cloſe Cages, and choak'd to Death with 


Pellets made of Negocible Notes, Which 


the Operators crammed down their Throate, 


without the leaſt Remorſe or Pity ; fnecr- 
ing at the lame Time at their fatal Cataſ- 
wophe, and leaving their Wives and Chil- 

ä dren 
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dren to ſtarve about them on the dead Bo- 
dies of their reſpective Huſbands and Pa- 
rents: In vain they called out for the Aid 
of the Law to recover their dead Friends, 
who were in Effect buried alive; there on- 
ly appeared a Monſter with leaden Wings, 
who moved ſo ſlowly towards them in the 
| Rear of a long Train of Harpies, that the 
Women and Children were all devoured 
before his Worſhip could diſperſe thoſe 
Birds of Prey, and arrive to the Aid of the 
Diſtreſſed ; he then indeed produced his 
Iron-Hands, but in vain z the Harpies flew 
off full gorged, and he was left to admini- 
ſter Juſtice to the Air. 

I then turn'd my Eyes towards. another 
Group, that, by their light Garniture and 
Monkey Tricks, appear'd to be a Com- 
pany of merry, mad, wretched Mariners, 
that ſeem'd never to have thought in their 
Lives; and as little now on the Point of 
Execution as ever. Their Operators made 
a very odd and uncommon Figure for Ex- 
ecutioners ; they ſeem'd to be a Body of 
great, fat Wapping Landladies, with Gim 
* in one Hand, and Bills of Sale in 

E 4 the 
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the other, which they kept plying on the 
poor Victims alternately; and when they 
found they would not, nor could not eat or 
drink more, the Remainder was crammed 


down their Throats by Force; and when 


they knelt down, praying for Mercy, the 
Petticoats were immediately thrown over 
their Heads, and they were ſtifled with the 
Fumes of their fat Carcaſſes. | 
I then turn'd my Attention to a third 
Group, that appeared to be a Bundle of 
meagre, half-ſtarv*d Hackney-Writers ; 
who, for Want of better Bread, it ſeems 
had been ſcolding at the Government for 
the Profit of a Guinea a Week. To pu- 
niſh theſe, on an Eminence, at ſome Dif- 
tance ſtood a diſtinguiſh'd Figure, waving 
a Pen in one Hand, and a Sword in the 
other; he was attended by a Pack of Grey- 


| hounds, who yelp'd about the Foot of the 


Hill, and ſeem'd extremely eager for their 
Prey. After ſome little Conſideration, in 
order to render the poor Wretches more 
ſenſible of their Fate, and to ſtrike them 
with proper Terror, the Hounds were let 

5 looſe, 
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looſe, and the Victims devoured in an In- 
ſtant. 

The next that ſtruck my Eye were a 
Group of high-dreſs'd, gay young Fel- 
lows; they were in full Mode, and fro- 
lickſome as Light, notwithſtanding they 
ſeem'd to me to be pre-condemn'd; and, 
at firſt Sight, I took them for Deſerters 
from the Army. A Set of ugly Fellows, 
like Provoſt-Marſhals, coming up to them 
with Boxes and Dice, which they eagerly 
ſeiz'd, and threw the Dice out with won- 
derful Vivacity: But I was ſoon freed from 
this Error ; when, inſtead of being ſhot, 
as I expected, they were only ſtript of 
their Cloaths and Money ; then manacled 
and thrown into a Dungeon, as it ſeem'd 
to me, to be ſtarved to Death by Piece 
meal. 

I now began to be tir'd of theſe inhuman 
Proſpects, when a very hideous Out-cry 
reach'd my Ear, and again commanded 
my Attention. This was occaſion'd by a 
Group of Wits, Poets, and Hiſtory Wri- 
ters: They were all down on their Knees, 
with a good Store of Proviſion before them. 
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A Set of Men, whoſe Employment is need- 
leſs to mention, ſtood over them with In- 
ciſion Knives in their Hands; and, opening 
the Crowns of their Heads, took out their 
Brains by. Piece-meal, which they diſtri- 
bated about to the Multitude that ſurround- 
ed them, at certain Prices, according as 
the Colour and Diſpoſition of this or that 
Brain ſcem'd to pleaſe ; to ſome at ſo low 
a Price as Two-pence, though well cook'd 
into the Bargain; others at three Guineas 
a Cut; and ſome would hardly fetch any 
Thing. I cannot help owning but that I 
was terribly frightened, as expecting every 
Moment when it would be my Turn to be 
brain*d; and could not forbear putting my 
Hand often to my Head, to feel whether I 
had any Brains to loſe. As I found them. 
beat, my Panic increaſed z and I was juſt 
on the Point of taking to my Heels, when 
I was retarded by a violent Out- cry, of Fool, 
Fool: I turn'd myſelf to ſee what was the 
Matter, when an Army of Executioners, 
with their Knives glittering in the Sun 
Beams, came running towards me. I ſtood 
8 like che Poor Virginian Squirrel, 
terrified, 
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terrified, and unabled to fly, at the Ap- 


proach of the voracious Rattle Snake; when 


one of the Crew waddling up to me, juſt 
as he was going to ſtrike, my Terror in- 
creaſed to ſuch a Degree, as broke the Neck 
of the Viſion, and inſtantly I awake, * 
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OW the Fool has got Matrimony in- 

to his Head, he ſeems determined, 
by mingling and contraſting his Charac- 
ters, all founded on Facts, to go through 
with the Subject; and, by working it up 
into a great Variety of Lights and Shades, 
bring the Judgment of Mankind to a right 
Point of Sight; ſome Ladies, on the Oc- 
caſion, may take it into their Heads to be 
as angry as they pleaſe; but they ſhall at 
leaſt have the Pleaſure, if they cannot 
think more ſeriouſly, and mend, of laugh- 
ing in their Turns. It is the Nature of the 
Fool to tell all he knows, and therefore the 
only Way to make him ſilent, is to do no- 
thing unbecoming themſelves. 

Matrimony 1s the Jeſt of Fools, becauſe 
they do not know how to enjoy it; their 
Choice uſually ariſes from either external 
Objects, or Intereſt 3 either whereof have 
as much to do with the main End and De- 

by ſign 
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ſign of that State, as the Court of Great- 
Britain has with that of France ; juſt to 
keep up a fair Correſpondence if they can; 
if not, to go to War. Beauty and Money 
are both agreeable Incidents, but neither of 
them principal Qualities, Friendſvip, among 
Men, is beſt founded on a Similitude of 
Manners, which ariſe from ſimilar Tem- 
pers, Diſpoſitions, and Educations. It is 
much more ſo between Man and Wife, who 
are, as it were, chained together for Life, 
and cannot be parted again but on ſuch 
diſagreeable Occaſions as muſt tend to the 
rendering of them both, in ſome Meaſure, 
miſerable. There is, however, more of the 
Cuſtoms of Nations in this Matter, than in 
the Senſe or Reaſon of the Thing itſelf ; 
and the offending againſt the Laws of Ma- 
trimony, has not been thought a Matter 
above Forgiveneſs among the wiſeſt Men 
in the beſt governed State. It is evident, 
that it was not the Caſe among the old Ro- 
mans, when it is well known, that the 
great Patriot Cato, even lent out his Wife 
to his Friend, and received her again as 
chaſte and unpolluted. I would not have my 
Reader miſtake this as a Vindication of 4- 

dultery 


%6 Tie FO OI. New 


tions. 


dultery; it is ſufficient here, that the Laws 
are againſt it; and that it generally pro- 
duces Evils that are inſurmountable; but it 
will not follow, that the Huſband, wha is 
the only Perſon injured in this Caſe, has 
vot a Right to receive his Wife again if 


; he likes it, that being no Offence to the 
'Laws, however it may be Wanting of 


Judgment, it rarely happening that Hearts 
once ſeparated. ever unite again; but there 
is .no general Rule without many Excep- 


Our 8 Milton, with 2 Genius 


ſuperior to moſt Men,. and as ſtrong a Fa- 


culty of Reaſoning as our Nature ſeems 
capable of, received his Wife after Separz- 
tion; and, for aught we hear to the con- 


trary, lived very happily together after- 


, wards, The Cauſe of their firſt Parting 


we are not indeed very clear in; but he 


ſeems, from the Condeſcenſion of her's, at 


her Return, to have modelled the follows 
ing Lines in his Paradiſe Loſt, Book V. 


Line 130. 
So cheer'd he bis fair N, and tc Was 
* cbeer d, | 
But 
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But filently a gentle Tear let fall 8 

From either Bye, and wip*d them with ber: 
„ 

Two ot ber precious Drops that ready ſtood, 

Each in their chryftal Sluice, he, ere they fell, 


Niſed, as the gracious Sighs of ſweet Remorſe, 


And pious Awe that fears to have offended. 


Whatever Weight theſe quoted Authori- 
tics may have among the Wiſe and the 
Reaſoning, they have been terribly con- 
traſted by the Generality; who, although 
they have nothing to do with the unfortu- 
nate Woman who happens to make a Slip, 


or with the Huſband's Intereſt or Wel- 


fare; not only buſy themſelves to increaſe 
the Enemy, but write or encourage every 
feurrilous Performance that may tend to 
make them both the Feſt of the Town, the 
Man uneaſy, and the Woman truly miſe— 
rable; as was inſtanced lately i in the unhap- 
py Caſe of the beautious Hora, which kept 
Civicus for a While in Doubt what Mea- 
fares to purſue for her Welfare, and his 


own Tranquillity ; until at laſt, in De- 


ſpight of all the Nonſenſe of the Buſy and 
Meddling, he reſolved to follow the Exam- 


Ple 
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ple of the wiſeſt of thoſe who had gone 
before him, and received her again into 
his Arms, replete with Penitence and Joy. 


Such a Scene, as this new Meeting muſt 
produce, could not help creating, in a ge- 
nerous Spectator, a very high Idea of that 
Happineſs which the Human Mind, right- 
ly turned, is capable of enjoying; Raptures 
ſucceeding Pain, and Fruition Abſence; 
all the rich Spirits ſummoned together on 
both Sides, and operating in the pleaſing 
Conjunction towards the Finiſhing unſpeak- 
able Bliſs; all diſagreeable Ideas of paſt 
Conduct baniſhed, and their Souls re- uni- 
ted in Peace, Harmony, and Delight. 
Who that have the leaſt Senſibility, would 
not prefer ſuch a Minute as this, to the 
common Occurrences of an Age; or rather 
be ſo imparadiſed for a Moment, than to 
be in a State of inſenſible Mediocrity for 

ever? | 
Our good Matrimonial Folks, who mar- 
ry for no other End, but heartily to hate 
one another, and that glory in making it 
the Dupe of their private Vices, can reliſh 
nothing of this; their Souls are too tainted 
with 
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with Thoughts of another Nature, for the 
Taſting of ſocial Commerce, Immerſed in 
Whim and Giddineſs, they ſteer on like a 
Ship without a Pilot, wander from Courſe 
to Courſe, and at length are wrecked on 
the Rocks, or foundered in the Boſom of 
the Ocean. They live like the Petterel, in 
one continued Tempeſt, Strangers to the 
Joys of a Halcyon, calm Repofe ; with 
infected Bodies, and perturbed Minds; they 
waſte Life miferably, and leave the World 
in a Hurricane. How much the Advan- 
tage of theſe has the Penitent Flora, who 
recovered from an Error that might have 
been fatal to her Quiet, and rendered her 
for ever unhappy, has, by a wiſe Conde- 
cenſion, re-united herſelf to Bliſs, and eſta- 
bliſhed thereby both herſelf and Huſband 
in perfect Tranquillity. Hora may now 
look back with Pleaſure on the Quick- 


Sands ſhe has eſcaped ; with Contempt on 


thoſe of our Sex who would have facrificed 


her Happineſs to their Follies 3 and on her 


own Sex, who would have cheated her of 
her Huſband, 
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1 erbum fat Sapienti. 


My "Si tow \ act | | 
OUR Lordſhip is very ſoon to ſet 
out for Holland, and your Buſineſs 

there · is ſo extremely well known, that 1 

muſt beg of your Lordſhip, both for the 

Nation's Sake, as well as your own, to 

conſider, Whether the Advice of a Fee! 

may not be of ſome Uſe to you. Your 

Lordſhip very well underſtands the State 

and Situation of our Affairs, previous to 

the Treaty of Utrecht; how they were all 
ruined by that T reaty ; and what your Lord- 
ſhip's. Father, and every honeſt Man in 
the three Kingdoms, thought of it. It 
would be too tedious to mention to your 

Lordſhip all the Evils naturally reſulting 

therefrom : It is ſufficient, upon the whole, 

to tell you, though you very well know it, 

That, had not that Treaty been made, the 

French-Nation had not now been in'a Con- 

dition 


1 he FOO L. or 
dition either to have raiſed a Rebellion here, 
or troubled the Repoſe of Europe : Nor, 
conſequently, had we been now engaged in 
an expenſive War. 

Your Lordſhip cannot be inſenſible what 
Struggles and Difficulties we have under- 
gone, to preſerve Ourſelves, to ſupport our 
Allies, and to raiſe Money for the current Ser- 
vice, Nor that by ſo doing, with the Aid 
of ſome happy Incidents, we have diſſolv- 
ed the Intereſt of France in Italy, and ſtop- 
ped the Progreſs of French Arms in Bra- 
bant : That the Power of the Allies is every 
Day ercreafing, by both the Empires of 
Germany and Raſſia being on the Point of 
acting in the Common Cauſe with Vigour 
while it is as evident as Light, that the 
Power of Fraxce is declining ; their Sinews 
of War having been ftretched to the ut- 
moſt,” and now ready to break: And can 
your Lordſhip imagine this a proper Time 
to treat with that Nation about a Peace ? 
To return the Power and Influence they 
firſt ſet out with into their Hands again, 
by giving them the Means of gathering 
— . a Peace, and recovering them- 
, ſelves 
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ſelves again, to their being enabled to lay 
new Schemes for our Deftrattion ? Will 
this bring us back our Expences ? Or not 
involve us in ſuch as can never be ſurmount- 


ed, ſuppoſing that would ſave us ? 


Do me the Honour, my Lord, to con- 
ſider cooly what you are going about. I 
know your Argument is, That we cannot 
regularly ſupport the War; which is, in 
ſome Meaſure, very true. But, my Lord, 
if we cannot, in the happy Situation our 
Affairs are now in, with a ſuperior Power 
at Command, and with Yalue in Hand, ſup- 
port the War, What ſhall we do, if it 


ſhould be agreed to quit theſe Advantages, 


and put France into as good a Condition as 
ſhe was at the ſetting out, and a certain 
Load upon us of near Twenty Millions ad- 
ditional Debt? If it is bad to continue the 
War now, What will it be to begin a new 
one ? which muſt inevitably be ſoon after 
the Caſe. A Man muſt be ont of his Sen- 
ſes, that does not know it to be as ſure as 
Death. What then ? Muſt Cape Briton be 
the Sacrifice of an ignominious Peace? and 
a young Nobleman, who is as yet _— 
e 
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ed with the Eſteem of his Country, forfeit 
that, by ſubmitting to be the Dupe of Mer 
frightened at their own Shadows ? 

My Lord, do me the Honour, though a 
Public Fool, to conſider all the fatal Conſe- 
quences of even entering into any Kind of 
Negotiation tending towards Peace, in the 
preſent critical Situation of Things. You 
know, that older, and, perhaps, wiſer 
Men than yourſelf, have refuſed to act: 
What have you to do, above all Mankind, 
to ſtand the Brunt of the Reſentment of an 
injured Nation ? Let thoſe, who want a 
Peace, go themſelves and make it. For 
you, my Lord, do me the Favour to attend 
to the following Fable : It has guarded 
miſtaken Stateſmen, more than Once, a- 
gainſt Self-evident Evils, that naturally 
grow out of Confidence repoſed in a deter- 
mined faithleſs Enemy ; and which, how- 


ever rudely couched; will readily lead you 
to the Point aimed at, | 
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The FABLE of the WoLves and the 


OHEEP, 


7 HE N Beaſts could ſpeak like to the 
Human Kind, 
Or, what's as well, talk by the intuitive 
Mind, 
The Wolves agreed to leave the Thieving 
Trade, 
If with the Sheep aTreaty could be made: 
War then ſhould end, and Violence fhould ceaſe, 
And all Things ſlumber in unguarded Peace. 
The Wolves propos d the Guardian Dogs to 
Keep, 
Aud give their Young, as Hoftage, to the 
Sheep; 
When they, poor Souls, to enjoy their Paſturage 
free, | 
And taſte the Sweets of fancied Liberty, 
Freely conſent, nor gueſs the deep Deſign 
Of Politics, {pun delicately fine. 
The Commiſſaries meet on either Side, 
Convention fign'd, and Treaty ratify'd, 
So all look*d well; Wolflings he Lambs em- 
brace, 
The Wolves the Sheep ; ; no Enmity had Place: 
No 


p 
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No more the Shepherd tends with OR 
+44 NOV. 

His bleating Charge, ſince all was T ranquil 

. 

Now Night with fabled Curtain clouds the Sky, 

And hides from Light new Scenes of Infamy; 

The watchful Wolflings ſeize the happy Hour, 

Aud o'er the Plains their Emiſſaries ſcour : 

Down comes the Bowling Gang, the e. 

ed Sheep, 
FuoP'd by the Peace, and buried in Sleep; 
With ſudden Violence they on them pour, 


And in an infant all the Flock devour. 


7 2 Moral's as” From hence we may infer, 
That a Patch'd Peace is worſe than conſtant 


Wa; 


Wha truſts a faithleſs Fe oe, throws of 1 his 


Guard, 


And meets his Ruin as a ſure Reward. 
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IN CE have had the Honour to make 
my Appearance in Public, I have re- 
ceived a great Variety of Letters, either to 


"adviſe, abuſe, or commend me, By the firſt 


Sort, it is generally held for certain, that 
I ought to have more Wit, Learning, 


Knowledge of the World, and real Genius, 


than half Mankind put together ; or that! 


am a Fool indeed, which is perhaps very 


true. The ſecond Sort have ſomething like 


the ſame Sentiments, leſs delicately deliver'd, 


with the Addition of ſome groſs Reflections, 


which I will not repeat, becauſe I would 


ſpare the Writer's Bluſhes, The Laſt tel 
me of their Converſation, and ſay ſo many 
handſome Things in my Favour, which 
know in theſe light and haſty Productions 
cannot be merited; that to ſave my own 


Bluſnes J likewiſe avoid Publiſhing. 


I was well aware at firſt ſetting out, that 


the appearing in a Character, which is ſo far 
new, 
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new, that no Man ever willingly choſe to 
annex it to himſelf before, I ſhould find 
more Critics, than Judges to remark upon 
it; and, conſequently, muſt go thro? a good 
Deal, before I ſhould get it eſtabliſhed, 
However knowing Mankind may be in 
this Age, it will be found true, that the 
Generality attend more like School-Maſters, 


than Critics; to Grammar and Pointing, 


than to Senſe and Sentiment: The Reaſon 
whereof is very obvious; beſides, that it 


may be improper to inform them of the 


true Reaſon why that the beſt Writer in 
Europe, in a common Daily News-Paper, 
cannot always be ſure, either of his Gram 
mar or Pointing, no, nor even of having his 
Words correctiy printed; ſo that the Rea- 
der may be juſtly deſired to wave all little 
Errors of the Preſs, and attend chiefly to 
the Matter, which, by its Novelty and Va- 
rity, may at leaſt contribute to amuſe them; 
and, if it happens ſometimes to inſtruct, ill 
ſo much the better. | 

The Character itſelf is of better 88 


tion than the Generality of the World 


dreams of; it is founded in Nature, and is 
e 7 juſtiffed 
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Juftified by no leſs Authority, than that ex. 
cellent Writer Shakeſpear, whoſe Senſe ap- 
pears in the following Scene; fo that, for 
the future, I hope to have no more Trou- 
ble on that Score: 


As YOU LIKE IT. Aer il. 

Duke Sen. What Fool is this ? 
Jacques. O worthy Fool ! One that has been 
a Courtier, 


And ſays, I Ladies be but young and fair, 


They have the Gift to know it; and in his Brain, 


- Which is as dry as the ex Bisket 


After a Voyage, be hath ſtrange Places cram'd 
With Obſervation, the which he vents 
In mangled Form. O that IT were a Fodl ! 
Jam ambitious for a motley Coat. | 
Duke Sen. Thou ſhalt have one. 
Jacques. I is my only Suit; 
Provided that you weed your beiter Judgments 
Of all Opinions that grow rank in them, 
That I am wiſe. I muſt have Liberty 
Withall,. as large a Charter as the Wind, 
To blow on whom I pleaſe ; for ſo Fools have: 
And they that are moſt galled with my Folly, 
They * laugh : And wy, 15 muſt they 4 
e 
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The Why is plain, as Way to Pariſh Church, 
He, whom a Fool doth very wiſely hit, 
Doth very fooliſhly, although be ſmart, 
Seem ſenſeleſs of the Bob. If not, 
The wiſe Man's Folly is anatomis'd 
Even by the ſquandering Glances of a Fool. 
Inveſt me in my Motley, give me Leave 
To ſpeak my Mind, and I will thro* and through 
Cleanſe the foul Body of the infefted World, 
If they will patiently receive my Medicine. 
Duke Sen. Fiz on thee, I can't tell what 
thou would*ſt do. 
Jacques. What, for a Counter, would I do 
but Good ? 
Duke Sen. Moſt miſchievous fou! Sin, in 
chiding Sin : 
For thou thyſelf baſt been a Libertine, 


As ſenſual as the brutiſh Sting itſelf, 


And all the emboſſed Sores and headed Evils, 
That thou with Licence of free Feet haſt caught, 
IWould'ft thou diſgorge into the general World. 
Jacques. Why, who cries out on Pride, 

That can therein tax any private Party ? 
Deth it not flow as hugely as the Sea, 
Till that the very, very Means do ebb ? 
Woat Woman in the City do I name, 

Fx Nen 
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When that T ſay, the City Woman bears 

The Coſt of Princes on unworthy Shoulders ? 

N ho can come in and ſay, that I mean Her, 
I/hen ſuch a one as ſhe, ſuch is her * ? 
Or what is He of baſeft Function, 


That ſays, his Bravery is not on my Coſt, 


Thinking, that I mean him; but therein ſuits 

His Folly to the Mettle of my Speech ? 

There then, how then, what then, let me ſee 
wherein 


My Tongue hath wrong*d bin; if it do bim 


Right, 
Then he hath wrong*d himſelf ; if be be free, 
Why then, my Taxing, like a toiPd Gooſe, ies 
Unclaim'd of any Man. 


I conceive, by the above Quotations, and 


what has been previouſly ſaid in my former 
Papers on the Subject, that the Public may 


be able to form a juſt Idea of the Character 
of their very humble Servant, 


The Fool. 


. 


1 —— fo 


1. 
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Am a Man of Honour, ſays the High- 
wayman, who has never impeach'd his 
Companions; and ſo truly he is, if he was 
under any Temptation, or Neceſſity, and 
his Honour ſtood the Teſt. The Game- 
ſter, in a like Light, is a Man of Honour, 
if he never turns Evidence againft fuch who 
co-operate with him in his private Dealings; 
and. the Gentleman is a Man of Honour 
indeed, who punctually pays the Gameſter 
what he has defrauded the Gentleman out 
of. The Catchpole is a Man of Honour, 
who never takes a Fee to let his Priſoner 
go; and the Priſoner is a Man of Honour 
indeed, who gratifies the Catchpole with an 
extraordinary Reward, for doing him the 
Honour to arreſt him, 
Honour, in theſe Lights, is treated like 
a common Proſtitute, abuſed and ' kicked 
about at Pleafure ; the Companion of every 
| 3 Scoun- 


any Thing, or Nothing, as Whi 
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Scoundrel, and the Contempt of every rea- 


ſonable Creature breathing. Under ſuch 
Conſiderations, Who, in their Senſes, would 


be a Man of Honour? 


Honour, according to Hudibras, is ſeated 
in the nether Parts of Man; which, who- 
ever touches with his Toe, defiles his Ho- 
nour, and muſt recompenſe it at the Ha- 
zard of having his Throat cut. Sometimes 
it is ſeated in the Bridge of the Noſe; 
which, though but tenderly touch'd, re- 
quires plenary Satisfaction. Sometimes it 
is couch'd in a Word, or a Smile, but often- 
er in a Horſe Laugh, which is the very 
Force and Fury of Honour; for who, that 
has any Spirit, can ſtand the Horſe Laugh ? 
Honour then is become the Iguis Fatuus of 
light Minds, that ſhines and litters 1 in the 
Imagination for the Inſtant ; is this, that, 
or Fan- 
cy ſuggeſts ; is the Tool of every Roguery, 
the Dupe of every bad Deſign, and the 


Journeyman of every Vice, Folly, and Non- 


ſenſe. Artful Men uſe it with every Ad- 


vantage, and Fools court. it to their Deſ- 
tr uRtion ; 3 
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truction; ſince, according o the above- 
quoted Author, 


The Pleaſure is as great 
In being cheated, as to cheat. 


This Sort of Honour has Nothing to do 
with the Payment of Tradeſmens Debts ; 

with the Performance of regular Contracts: ; 
with the Executing of Juſtice; with Re- 
gard to Friendſhips ; or with rewarding 


Merit. Acts of this Kind are above any 


Acquaintance with Honour ; and therefore 
the Non-performance of theſe can, in no 
Senſe, blemiſh a Man's Honour. 

In high Life, Honour has Nothing to 
do with the Welfare of the State : The Rea- 
ſon 1s evident, becauſe, excepting the firſt 
Magiſtrate, he does himſelf the moſt Ho- 
nour, who makes the moſt he can of the 
People. By this Means he becomes loaded 
with Eftates and Honours, and, by the 
Aid of great Riches, triumphs over all Ho- 
nour. 

Honour, in a right Line, is compoſed 
of Juſtice, Truth, and Veracity z united 
and harmoniſed into a ſingle Principle; 

1 which 
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which is the beſt Jewel in the Crown of a 


Sovereign, the brighteſt Attribute in the 
Character of a Stateſman, and the higheſt 


Glory of a fine Lady. 


Milton, in his Eighth Book of his Para- 


diſe Loft, ſeems to lay a great Streſs on this 


Term; and to include in it all Innocence 


and Truth. He is there, in the Perſon of 


Adam, deſcribing to the Angel the Manner 


of his firſt meeting with Eve; and expreſ- 


ſes himſelf thus . 


e what was Honour knew ; 
And, with obſequious Majeſty, i 
My pleaded Reaſon, 


Thus much as to the Honour of a Lady, 
As to that of a Stateſman, it muſt evident- 


ly ariſe from a cloſe, and conſiderate Re- 


gard to the Welfare of the Community; 


which is certainly beſt underſtood, at this 


critical Conjuncture, by a fair and honeſt 


Calculation on which Side lies the Balance 


of Loſs, or Gain, by continuing the War, 


or tumbling headlong into a Peace. In or- 


der whereto it is extremely neceſſary to ſtate 


the Fact fairly, 
During 
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During King Villiam's and Queen Anne's 
Wars we had infinitely greater Difficulties 
to ſurmount, at leaſt in the Beginning, 
than has been the Caſe ſince, We perſiſt- 
ed in proſecuting that War to a Criſis; and 


were thereby, upon the Whole, about 


50,000,000 l. in Debt; which we had 
Power then, either to make the Enemy pay, 
or to give Security for the Payment. Ins 
ſtead of doing ſo, we blundered into a 
Peace. This Peace continued above twen- 


ty Years, and the Load till remained. It 


is evident from this, that the Peace did not 
clear the Account of the War, not, in Fact, 


One Halfpenny of it; while there could be 


nothing clearer, than that the War was in 
a Condition to clear it; and thus we plain- 
ly left on ourſelves an unneceſſary Burthen, 
balanced by a Dream ; and the Conque- 
rors purchaſed their Peace at the Expence 


of fifty Millions; ſomething as new as un- 
accountable. This my Brother Y/higs, and, 
I believe, all the honeſt Tories too, ſenſibly 
reſented ; as I think, very juſtly. 


The Nature and Reaſon of Things will 


be eternally the ſame, and parallel Circum- 


F'; -- .'- Race 
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ſtances produce ſimilar Effects. The French 
indeed have not been ſo well beat in Flan- 
ders as in the laſt War, but they have been 
infinitely greater Loſers by Sea; their Af- 
fairs are full as badly ſituated in Lay; we 
have Cape: Breton in Hand,. and are near 
twenty Millions more in Debt, which, ad- 
ded to the previous Fifty, makes ſeventy 
Millions. Now- if we could not pay off 
any of the. previous fifty Millions in a 
twenty odd Years Peace, what ſhall we do. 
about this Seventy. now Have we ſo much 
as a Chance to acquit ourſelves of this Debt, 
but by ſecuring the Northern Colonies ? 
Miniſters will be Miniſters ſtill, and Stateſ- 
men, Stateſmen: They will tell us of the 
great Things they can do by a Peace, in 
faving Charges, and leſſening the public 
Debt; but could they do this, or rather, 
would they do this, can they ſecure us Peace 
even for a Twelve- month? I know they 
cannot; but am ſure we have, and can ſe- 
cure Cape Breton as long as we pleaſe; the 
Benefit whereof is at leaſt equal to our pre- 
ſent improv'd Debt; and, with right Mea- 
ſures, may be made to pay it. But, by a 

Peace, 
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Peace, have no Kind of Proſpect of ever 
being out of Debt; becauſe, as Affairs are 
circumſtanc'd, a Peace is only another Name 
for a perpetual diſadvantageous War: 


Which is what, I hope, no Man of Honour 
will think of involving, us in, 


— 
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HE Advocates for thoſe unhappy 

People wha have rebelled with their 
Hands, and till do the ſame with their 
. Hearts, reaſon for Mercy as if the Offenders 
were truly penitent, and thoroughly ſorry 
for their Crimes. How the Fact is, ap- 
pears but too evident, from the Conduct 
of thoſe already puniſhed; for, had they 
been penitent, it would have beſt appear- 
ed on their making their Exit; but what 
Kind of Exit they did make, appears but 
too plain to be diſputed. 

It is ſaying but little, that thoſe who ſtill 
furvive may notwithſtanding be penitent. 
To which I ſhall only anſwer, That, if 
they become ſo by Principle, Death will 
make no Alteration; and, if that be not 
the Caſe, there can be nothing weaker than 
the ſuffering them to live, at leaſt to live 
here. It is taking Vipers into the Boſom 
of the Community, and nurſing them up 

KY) 
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to deſtroy us ; which is not only bad Poli- 


tics, but ablolutely fooliſh, _ 


The Crimes, they are guilty of, are of a 
more pernicious Nature, than, at firſt Sight, 
occurs to common Underſtandings. It is 
not only of Blood ſpilt, and of Fellow- 
Subjects deſtroyed by the Inclemency of 
the Weather, but it ſtruck at the very Vi- 
tals of the Community. Thefe Enemies 
to our Repoſe ſeem'd to wiſh, like Nero 


the Roman Emperor, that we had but one 


Head, which they might ſtrike off at a 
Blow, and which all their Meaſures ſuffi- 
ciently evince. They attack*d Public Cre. 
dit, and gave it a very ſevere Shock ; 
they threw a general Stagnation on our 
Trade, both Foreign and Domeſtic z and, 
uniting with the common Enemy of Europe, 
contributed to aſſiſt him in his pernicious 
Views of enſlaving Mankind ; and, in Con- 
ſequence thereof, would have gloried, as 


Satan is ſaid to have done, in the Tenth 


Book of Milton's Paradiſe Loſt, after his 
Conqueſt over, and Ruin of our Firſt Pa- 
rents: 


Lung 


1 ro The FO O.. Ne 16. 


—=——— [og were to tell 
What 1 "OMP done, what ſuffer'd, with what 
5 Pain 
Voyag*d th” unreal, vaſt, unbounded Deep 
Of horrible Confufion ;. over which, 
By Sin and Death, a broad Way now is pav*d 
Fo expedite your glorious March; but! 
Toilꝰd out my uncouth Paſſage, forc'd to ride 
Th untraftable Abyſs, plung'd in the Womb 
Of unoriginal Night, and Chaos wild, 
That, jealous of their Secrets, fiercely opposd 
My Tourney ſtrange, with: clamorous Uproar 
Proteſting Fate ſupreme; thence how I found 
Tore new created World, which Fame in Hea- 
ven 
Long bad foretold, a Fabric wonderful 
Of abſolute Perfection, therein Man- 
Plac'd in a Paradiſe, by our Exile 
Made happy: Him by Fraud ] have ſeduced 
From his Creator, and the more t increaſe 
Your Wonder, with an Apple; he thereat 
Offended, worth your Laughter, hath giv | 
— 
Both his beloved Man, aa all bis World, 
To Sin and Death a Prey, and ſo to us 
WW ithoul our Hazard, Labour, or Alarm. 
After 
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After all, What ſhall we ſay to Mercy? 
In this Light, is it Juſtice, or Cruelty? In 
the general Courſe of Fhings, Mercy is the- 
Waving of Juſtice, on ſincere Repentance; 
but if Penitence be wanting, What Name 
can we fairly give Mercy? As to its being 
only a Divine Attribute, as my Brother 
ſeems to hint from Scripture, I could ſhow: 
him, if neceſſary, from the ſame, that it 
belongs to Man to be merciful ;. and that 
our Sovereign will be ſo, on juſt Reaſons 
aſſigned, the Party” need not doubt; but 
then their Intereſt muſt not appear to be 
concerned in it. 


S the Fool in Character can never 

be juſtly charged with the common 
Arts of a Fool or a Sycophant, he often. 
© diverts himſelf with ſpeaking freely on 
that Subject; for his ſimple Honeſty, 
and ſtrict: Adherence to Fruth (let the 
© Conſequence be what it will) never ſut- 
+ fers him to chime in with, or pay. Adu- 
lation to Nonſenſe 3 ſo that the filly At- 
© tempt made in one of our Daily News- 
Papers lately, to give an abſurd Defini- 
_ © tion: 
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tion of Mercy, by aſſerting that it can 
take no Place until Juſtice be completed, 

made the Fool laugh extravagantly; cry- 
ing out, It would then come too late; 
as moſt ſurely it would, if any Thing in 
Man's Power to do, to 13 his Fellow- 


Creature, could properly be called Mer- 


cy: But the Holy Scripture, and, con- 
ſequently, the Doctrine of · all Orthodox 
Chriſtian Churches, preciſely declare, that 
Mercy is only with God; ſo that altho' 
the delegated Power in Civil Government, 


to the ruling Magiſtrate, leaves it to his 


Diſcretion, whether directly to proceed, 
delay for any Time, or wholly remit the 
decreed Puniſhment and final Execution 
of the Law of Man, the true Meaning 
and Senſe of the Word (Mercy) is not 
properly applicable to him or his Pro- 
ceedings, but truly and only belongs to 
the Omniſcient and Supreme: Judge of all 


Men; before whoſe Tribunal they are 


not only to be righteouſly adjudged, but 
* rewarded or puniſhed according to De- 


x 0 ſer t. 


4 
3 On 
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On the leaſt Examination it will be 


found, that the Purport and chief End of 


6 


5 


all penal Laws, in any Commonwealth or 


State, is to protect the Community from 


frequent Repetitions of ſuch wicked 
* Deeds, as corrupt Nature is too often 


* 


a & 
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tempted to commit ; by which Means the 
Conftitution, and the public Peace of So- 
ciety, is more effectually ſupported and 
preſerved ; but the Moment that End is 
anſwered, and well ſecured, what remains 
to complete an equitable Judgment of 
the Delinquent's real Demerit, muſt be 
left to God, for whoſe Pardon and Mer- 
cy, the Prayers of every good Chriſtian 
that not only forgives, buggſoves his Ene- 
my, ,will be humbly put up to the Throne 
of Grace. 0 
* And altho' it is acknowledged to be 
the Duty of every Subject decently to 
ſubmit to whatever the Executive Power 
of the State in ſuch Caſes may think fit, 
in Conformity with Law, to ordain for the 
public Safety, yet every good Man's 
Heart will be affected with ſome Propor- 
tion of Humanity and Tenderneſs for his 
* unhap- 
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unhappy Fellow- Creature, by what Means 
ſoever he may have brought himſelf into 
© that miſerable Condition. +14 
* To hear People, therefore, in a free 
* Chriſtian Country, not only railing at, 
but deprecating on unhappy Criminals, 
© under Sentence of Death, all the Miſchief 
© they can think of or invent, is truly ſhock- 
ing and abominable, proceeding entirely 
* from the Iniquity and deteſtable Corrup- 
© tion of the Times; wherein a blind Ado- 
* lation to Power, and an immediate 'Thirſt 
after private Gain, have almoſt quite ex- 
© tinguiſhed, in Men's Hearts, all that re- 
mains of Chriſtian Charity, Benevolence, 
or Compaſſion, for their Fellow: Crea- 
< tures. 
© The Fool, who is now a paſſed the yoth 
© Year of his Age, exclaims immoderately 
at theſe Outrages, always comparing the 
* preſent, with the more happy Days of 
© his Youth, when the Paſſions, as well as 
the Manners and Conduct of all Ranks 
and Degrees of People in this Country, 
were generally governed by Principles of 
Juſtice, Virtue, and Humanity, as beſt 
agree- 


Ne 16. The FOOL ug 


agreeing with the old Engh/b Character of 


a generous-ſpirited and free People; 


+ whereas, now, the Populace ſeem to be fo 


5 


ſpirited up by their unthinking Leaders, 


as that they will ſcarce give the Officers 


6 
- 
6 
6 
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of Juſtice Time to execute their Duty ; 
but run about, riotouſly exclaiming, and 
attempting to pull the unhappy Priſoners, 
loaded with Chains, to Pieces, as they 
paſs along the Streets. 
« Surely, ſays the honeſt Fool, the Abet- 
tors and Encouragers of ſuch indecent 
Behaviour, can never, by ſuch mean 
Arts, truly intend to honour or ſerve the 
mild Government of a moſt: gracious 
King over Britiſb Subjects, whoſe Aﬀec- 
tions, as Hiſtory informs us, may eaſily 
be gained, but cannot be forced ; no, the 
Government's trueſt and beft Friends 
will rather coincide with the known Hu- 
manity of the Sovereign's Diſpoſition, 
and diſcourage whatever ſeems to bear the _ 
leaſt Reſemblance of any Inclination ta 
Cruelty or Revenge. 
* When Labour and Induſtry, ſupport- 
ed by Freedom, 18 not only protected, 
but 
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but encouraged by Men in Authority and 
Power, it begets an all-dutiful and laſt- 
ing Reſpect to the Civil Magiſtrate, who, 
in ſuch Circumſtances, is ſure to com- 
mand the Subjects Obedience more from 
Love, than Fear; a Maxim to be care- 
fully obſerved in a free State, becauſe it is 
the ſureſt Way to prevent all Kind of 
Diſcontent, and, conſequently, Inſurrec- 
tions amongſt the People; ſince every 


Man's private or particular Intereſt, by 


ſuch Means, becomes inſeparable from 
the general or public Good; and even 
the King himſelf cannot be ſuppoſed to 


enjoy more Honour or Happineſs on 
Earth, than by governing a free People, 


in that natural, eaſy, but delicate and 
© tender Manner, which are the ſimple; 
plain De of an honeſt Well-mean- 


* ing 
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Hereas it is notorious, that there al- 

ways was and ſtill is a Set of pernici- 
ous and infamous Fellows, Enemies to the 
King and Government, and, of Conſe- 


quence, 
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quence, to the Quiet and Happineſs of 
their Country, that, at the Time of this 
general Joy for our Deliverance, mourn 
in Secret at its Peace and Proſperity; 
and, as the Law can have no Acceſs to the 
Heart, they lurk with Impunity in its Bo- 
ſom, and receive its Nouriſhment and Be- 
nefit in common with the Peaceable and 
Deſerving : This is, however, to give No- 
tice, that ſome of them have lately the In- 
fatuation and Impudence to walk Abroad 
with a Party-Mark upon their Backs; and, 

though they think it is a ſnug Diſtinction 
among themſelves only, it 1s lately come 
to the Fool's Ears, who, they know, can 
never hold his Tongue. 

That a Frock of white Fuſtian (the Man- 
cheſter Manufacture) with a black Cape, But- 
tons, and Button-holes, is Mourning for the 
late Execution. 

N. B. A white Cockade is propoſed by 
the Fool to the young Bloods among them, 
who love a bold Stroke, as a very ſmart 
Improvement, 
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HE, Women of all Ranks, from the 
firſt Quality, down to the loweſt 
among us, begin now to cry out for Peace; 
and the Reaſons they give for it would be 
of the laſt Importance, were they not ob- 
viated by a ſudden Stop being put to the 
Tranſporting any more Troops to Flanders, 
and, conſequently, by the keeping at Home 

their Heroes and Huſbands. 

There is certainly nothing affects a Fe- 
male Mind ſo much, as that of being di- 
veſted of her Sweetheart, or Huſband, or, 
what is the ſame Thing, of the Chance of 
either. Ta be as Shakeſpear ſpeaks in his 
Midſummer Night's Dream, 


—— A barren Siſter all her Life, 

Chanting faint Hymns to the cold fruitleſs 
Moon; 

Since earlier happy is the Roſe diſtill'd, 


Than 
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Than that which, withering on the Virgin | 

Thorn, 
Grows, lives, and dies, in fingle Bleſſedneſs. 


As we deſcend from higher to lower Life, 
we ſuit our Quotations accordingly z and, 
inſtead of applying the Lines of great Wri- 
ters, deſcend into the Lyric Strain, and plun- 
der the common Ballads : Thus, while we 
ſee Women of Faſhion wiſhing for a Peace 
and Huſbands, in Shakeſpear*s ſweeteſt Me- 
lody ; the lower Sort, to the ſame End, 
chant forth, in rougher Sounds, the follow- 
ing tuneful Ditty, in Honour of the ap- 
proaching Peace; viz. 


To ſee the Troopers all come Home, 
And the Grenadiers with a-Drum, a-Drum, 
Drum, 


And the Widows fhall all have 8 'pouſes. 


Why the Widows are here particulariſed, 
and the Maids neglected, I take to be ow- 
ing to the Word Vidous being of two Syl- 
lables, and conſequently, more muſical and 
ſounding ;z nothing being more clear, than 
that the Maids are firſt intitled to Huſbands, 

| in 


Ro Ne FO OL. N' 1. 
in Conſequence of the Peace; though the 
Widows, who have previouſly taſted the 
Sweets of Nuptial Felicity, may, for that 
Reaſon, be more impatient. 

However this may be, or whatever Re- 
gard may, or ought to be paid to the In- 
tereſt or Pleaſures of my lovely Countrywo- 
men, yet it ſeems neceſſary that we ſhould 
act, in this Reſpect, like good, but pru- 
dent Huſbands, that take every Opportu- 
nity of obliging their Wives, as far as ſuch 


Obligations coincide with the Dictates of 
their own Reaſon. The Nation is the Huſ- 


band of the State, that feeds, pays, and ſup- 


ports it; and although ſometimes, like a 


rampant Wife, it gets the better of the Huſ- 


band, and treats him like a Child, yet, 


when the Husband reſumes himſelf, and 

acts the Man, all this Wildneſs of Govern- 

ment vaniſhes, | 
My laborious Friend Nathaniel Bailey, that 


once was, in his Dictionary, under the Let- 


ters R O, gives us this Latin Proverb, Sax- 
um volutum non obducitur muſco ; or, as he 
renders it in Engliſh, A rolling Stone gathers 
no Mofs ; whereupon he moralizes thus : 

N There 
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There are a Set of People in the World, 
« of ſo unſettled and reſtleſs a Temper, and 
« ſuch Admirers of Novelty, that they can 
never be long pleaſed with one Way of 
living, no more than to continue long in 


one Habitation, but, before they are well 


entered upon one Buſineſs, dip into ano- 
ther; and, before they are well ſettled 
© in one Habitation, remove to another; ſo 
that they are always buſily beginning 
* to live, but, by Reaſon of Fickleneſs and 
© Imparience, never arrive at a Way of Liv- 
ing: Such Perſons fall under the Doom 
of this Proverb, which is deſign'd to fix 
the Volatility of their Tempers, by laying 
before them the ill Conſequences of ſuch 
« Fickleneſs and Inconſtancy.* | 
To me, who, in the preſent Situation of 
Affairs, have Cape Breton graved in my 
Heart, and am, as it were, on that Accounts 
wholly immerſed in Politics, I cannot help 
reflecting on the Inſtability, or rather Wan- 
tonneſs of ſome great Men; who, by flying 
from Thing to Thing, without Thought 
or Steadineſs, are on the Point of running 
the Ship of State a- ground, juſt at the In- 
ſtant that ſhe is entering the deſired Haven. 
Vol. I. G We 
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We certainly entered into the preſent 
War for ſome Reaſon, or no Reaſon ; if for 
any Reaſon, it is to be preſumed that will 
be effectuated before we dream of a Peace, 
as we have hitherto been evidently Gainers 


by the War; otherwiſe the Adviſers of a 


Peace will be deem'd in that State of Vola- 
tility, which my quondam Friend Nathaniel 
takes ſo much Pains to explode 1 in common 
Life; but, if we entered into it for no Rea- 


ſon, then will our Wantonneſs and Folly be 


doubled the Inſtant a Peace is ratify'd. 
Thoſe who reſolve to be wiſe, in ſpite of 
Nature, with Voice united cry out, But how 
do you know what Peace we are going to 
have? Why, truly my dear Brethren, none 
at all; and I defy the Art of Man to make 
one: We may make a Thing called a Peace, 
and we may affix that Term to it if we 
pleaſe; but there will be no Peace in I/raei 
for any Body but Stock-Jobbers, who may, 
perhaps, reſt in Peace, as ſatiated with Gorg- 
ing on the Public, until a ſreſn War puts 
it in their Power to play the Game over a- 
gain; for even were the Twenty Millions 
we have ſpent to be ſacrificed, Cape Breton 


given 
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given up to the French, and a new Barrier 
eſtabliſhed in the Netherlands, theſe Things 
could only bring us on the Margin of a dan- 
gerous War, but eſtabliſh no Kind of I- 
dea of Peace. We have now, in Effect, the 
better of the War in every Shape; and what 
Treaty can mend our Situation, 1s beyond 
the Reach of human Imagination to con- 
ceive. 

The Enemies of the Government rail'd 
at our entering into this War, and now they 
rave for a Peace; the Reaſon of both is ob- 
vious as Light, yet are ſome People, who 
I dare ſay love the Nation too, ſo blind to 
its Intereſts, that they cannot, or rather will 
not, ſee the Miſchiefs they are laying the 
Foundation of, the Ruin they are eſtabliſn- 
ing. But as e _ to the Fool in 48 
you like it, 


Roſ, — Speak no more of this, you'll be wvhipt 
for 
Taxation one of theje Days. 
Clown. The more the Pity that Fools may not 


ſpeak 
IWiſely, what wiſe Men as fooliſhly. 


G 2 Cælia. 


rr 
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Cælia. By my Troth thou Jay true; for, fince 
the little 


Wit that Fools have was fi Ind, the 
little Foolery 
That wiſe Men have makes a great 
Show. . 


I ſhall therefore n by only ſaying, 


that if it muſt be ſo, when done, they may 


write on our Foreheads, as is uſual on the 
Doors of infected Houſes in Times of Peſ- 
tilence, Lord have Mercy upon us. 


P. S. There is ſoon to be a Quadruple Al- 
Hance at the Hague, between the Marquis 
Puyſieux, Baron Waſſanaer di Twickelo, the 
Greffier Gilles, and my good Lord. 

There is likewiſe a triple Alliance talk'd 
of in London, between a Jew, a Dutchman, 
and an India Director. 


COLO TOTO, 
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Incidit i in Scyllam cupiens vitare * 
dim. 


HE above proverbial Saying is, on 
certain Occaſions, common in the 
Mouth of every little Latiniſt. The genu- 
ine Engliſh, in the preſent Caſe, is, Out of 
a Bad War into a Worſe; and is the true 
Senſe in which the old Romans uſed it. They 
had a Maxim which never failed of its due 
Effect: It was not to let the ill Succeſs of 
a War be a Reaſon of ſuing for Peace, 
they were ſo ſtedfaſt herein, that even Han- 
nibal, with a conquering Army at the Gates 
of their Capital, found them immoveable. 
This fixed Reſolution. to conquer made 
them Conquerors, and brought the Nati- 
ons round to pay them Homage. They 
were always ſued to for Peacę; and always 
granted it on their own Terms. In Adver- 
ſity and Proſperity exactly the ſame ; and, 
G 3 | while 
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while they were well aware of the Viciffi- 
tudes of human Affairs, they knew that 
Steadineſs conquers all Things ; and, by a 
ſtrict Adherence thereto, concluded all their 
Engagements in Triumph. Their Defeats 


in [taly, Spain, Parthia, Gaul, and Britain, 
only gave them freſh Spirits: What they 


loſt, was only like Lopping the Branches of 
the Trunk of a Tree; the Juices thereby, 
in the main Body, operated with double 


Force and Vigour. They compared them- 


ſelves in Diſtreſs to the Sun hid in a Cloud; 
whereto, when ſhining out again, they ap- 
plied this Motto, Creſcit ab adverſis ſplendor 
mens. 

There is nothing People of a gallant 
Turn may not effect, if ſteady and reſolv- 
ed; a World is too little for them to con- 


quer; any Nation may be Maſters that 


pleaſe; but, where unſteady Councils rule, 
they cannot even command their own Free- 
dam; and to live on temporary Expedi- 


ents, eternally canvaſſed between Hope and 


Fear, is worſe, if poſſible, than eſtabliſhed 
Slavety. 


There 
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There have been, in all Ages and Times, 
ſome particular Nations contending for uni- 
verſal Dominion; wherein the moſt Steady 
always ſucceeded, It was ſo between the 
Macedonians and independent Greeks, the 
Romans and Carthaginians, &c. and the Un- 
ſteady became Slaves or Tributaries, The 
reſolved Ottomans at length ſwallowed up 
the Eaſt, and the Dominion of the Welt- 
ern World is ſtill left to contend for; but 
the Manner very different. In former Times 
the Contention was, who ſhould have the 
moſt Territory ; now, who ſhould have the 
moſt Trade. This new Channel of Power 
occaſions an adequate Change in the Mea- 
ſures neceſſary to be purſued, in order to 
attain the great End aimed at. The French, 
indeed, puſh at both Territory and Com- 
merce ; butat Territory, in order to acquire 
Commerce, there is the main End; and is 
only to be obviated by preventing their Ac- 
quiſition of ſuch Territory as may with it 
command Commerce. The Exglifh aim at 
Commerce alone; and therefore lay it 
down as a Maxim, that their Fleets can 
command every Thing; not obſerving, that, 
4 it 
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if the French ſecure the Sea-Coaſts of the 
Countries to be traded with, the Eng- 
liþ Commerce muſt ſink of courſe, and 
their Fleets conſequently become uſeleſs, as 
being only ſupported by Commerce. The 
Dutch, in the mean Time, affect Cunning, 
and ſeem to ſteer between both, imagining 
ſuch temporary Acts will carry them thro? ; 
but by being, in Effect, of neither Side, as 
Machiavet well obferves, will, in the Event, 
have no Side to co-operate with. 
Commerce has more than once changed 
its Courſe, and run in a new Channel : 
The main Stream 1s now in America, whe- 
ther paſſing through Spain, Portugal, or 
our own Plantations. As to the two Firſt, 
it depends much on our Art and Induſtry 
what Succeſs we meet with ; but, as to the 
Laſt, it depends on the Support of Power, 
and aſſuring to ourſelves the Northern Co- 
lonies, whether we can have any Trade at 
all. The Reaſon is this; the French, by 
being poſſeſſed of both the Northern and 
Southern Colonies, viz. the Rivers Meſcha- 
cebe and St. Lawrence, and uſing every Art 
to engage the Intereſt of the Indians, there- 


by 
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by forming a Chain of Trade on the Back 
of our Plantations, in a good Meaſure im- 
pede our inland Traffic, and make the Na- 
tions behind us our Enemies. Now no-. 
thing can be clearer, than that, if we ac- 
quire theſe Northern Colonies which the 
French poſſeſs, all theſe Inconveniencies will 
inſtantly ſubſide, and the Peltry or Fur 
Trade fall entirely into our own Hands; 
and the inland Nations, for the Sake of. 
Trade, univerſally become our Friends: 
A Matter of too much Importance to be 
lightly paſſed over. But this is not all, nor 
indeed, a Tenth Part of the important Con- 
ſequences naturally reſulting from an Ac- 
quiſition of theſe Northern Colonies. The 
Fiſhery is of that Kind of Trade, which not 
only employs a vaſt Number of our Poor, 
both at Home and: Abroad, but alſo helps 
confiderably to leſſen the Balance againſt us 
in Laly, and to improve it in Spain and 
Portugal; beſides that, even the Trench 
themſelves muſt trade with us for that Com- 
modity, which will make an important Dif- 
ference in our Balance there too. 


G5 All 
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- All theſe Things conſidered together, 
and ſeriouſly reflected on, muſt certainly 
inſpire Mankind with a juſt Senſe of the fa. 
tal Conſequences of a Peace, wherein theſe 
Matters are not duly attended to, and well 
weighed ; or, what is the ſame Thing, a 
lingering War, wherein the great End here 
aimed at is not proſecuted with Vigour. 
Our Fleets are too late for Canada this 
Year ; but why they are ſo, I hope will be 
properly enquired into. in due Time and 
Place; more eſpecially, if it ſhall appear, 
as I am afraid is the Caſe, that the Duke 
@ Anville's Fleet is now in the River of &.. 
Lawrence, and Quebec thereby ſec ured a- 
gaiaſt our ſtrongeſt Efforts. 


cas 
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b bps Happineſs of Nations, as well as 
of private Families, depends eſſenti- 
ally on Oeconomy, Frugality, and Perſeve- 
rance. By Oeconomy, all the conſtituent 
Parts of Government are properly united, 
and act, and operate, in due Courſe and Or- 
der. By F. 'rugality, the very Spirit of Go- 
vernment is ſupported,. and its Power and 
Tnfluence eſtabliſhed.. By Perſeverance, or 
ſtrictly adhering to juſt and regular Mea-- 
ſures, created by Oeconomy, and ſupported 
by Frugality, a Nation is not only ſafe in it- 
ſelf, but is laying the Baſis, whereon is found 
ed indiſputable Dominion. | 
To illuſtrate this, we need only have a 
Retroſpect to common Life, and conſider 
Government as a private Family expanded. 
In private Families it is ever ſeen, that Oe- 
conomy, Frugality, and Perſeverance, raiſes 
them, Step by Step, to the Criſis of Ho- 
G 6 nour 
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nour and Power, and where, if they conti- 
nue ſteady, they ſhine and triumph. 


All the great Families in the World, that 
have roſe to ſupreme Power, have attained 


it by theſe Means; while all, that have been 


reduced, owe their Miſeries to a Neglect of 


adjuſting their Affairs by thoſe Principles. 


The Houſe of Auſtria is a moſt eminent 


Example of the ſhining Effects of ſuch Con- 


duct; nor do we knowa crown'd Head, or 
great Family, who are not indebted thereto. 


for their reſpective Dignities. As to my 


own Part, as a private Man, I can plainly 


ſee; that, had J conſidered and purſued theſe 


Rules, forty Years ago, I had not been pub- 
ticly playing the Foot in my old Age, and 


| laying down Maxims for others, which I 


had never Wit enough to act upon myſelf; 


but, as the Soul approaches towards Separa- 
tion from the Body, new Lights preſent, 
ditherto obſcured by Paſſion, Folly, and 
| Negligence z, and I now look upon myſelf 


in the Light of a modern Stateſman out of 
Place, that ſees all the Miſtakes he has com- 


mitted, without the Means of Amendment; 


or, like the Government of a Nation, who. 
have, 


Mr feFOurk a 


have, by Inſtability, Extravagance, and 
Negligence, loſt all their Influence Abroad, 
and Power at Home, and ſubſiſt only on 


the Credit of temporary Expedients and Cor- | 


ruption. 


By temporary Expedients J mean, ſuch 
Acts as are only calculated to ſerve a pre- 


ſent Purpoſe, whether public or private; 


to keep a Stateſman in Place, or to put a 


good Face upon our Affairs for the Inſtant, 
without the leaſt Regard to Futurity ov 


Foreſight, Thoſe therefore who act by 


temporary Expedients, are ever in a Maze 


or Wilderneſs z ever puzzled. and per- 
plexed 3 and the utmoſt of their Hopes is, 
as it were, to live from Day to Day; and, 


baniſhing all human Prudence, conſtitute 


Chance their principal Director. 


A Nation, thus circumſtanced; is never 


right, either in Peace or War ;. it may be 
compared to a Reed, waved to and. fro by 


every Blaſt of Wind, until, —— 


looſened at the Root, it is borne down 


the firſt rude Shock, and * buried 


in Oblivion. 


= 
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Corruption in a State is of two Kinds; 


the one is, when thoſe in Power tamper with 
any Members of the Legiſlature, ſo to act 


as beſt ſuits the Views of a Miniſtry. Here- 


on is founded another Kind of Corruption, 
which is that of purchaſing their Conſtitu- 
ents; and on that a Third, which is the de- 
bauching of the whole Community. 

This once effected, the Conſequences are 
extremely clear and obvious; every Man lives 


up to the utmoſt of his Abilities, and ſome- 
thing more; and then, if his Country be 
_ invaded, or inſulted by a pertinacious Ene- 


my, he cannot afford to contribute to its 
Defence; and this, by being general, ren- 
dering it difficult to ſupport, one of theſe 
two bad Effects naturally follows; viz. ei- 
ther a diſhonourable Peace, or the few who 
have amaſſed large Sums, by taking Advan- 
tage of the Folly of the many, now take the 
ſame of the State too; and, by raiſing the 
Price of lending by Premiums and Intereſt, 
involve it in infinite Diſtreſſes, lower the 
Price of public Securities at Pleafure, and 
then, to double their Profits, force the Mi- 


they 
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they pleaſe; and, for a farther Profit, are 
perhaps paid by him likewiſe. 

Theſe then are but the natural and 
ous Conſequences reſulting from the t 
of Oeconomy, Frugality, and Perſeverance, 
in thoſe who ſecondarily ſteer the Ship of 
State; which, by not conſidering in Time, 
heaps one Diſtreſs. upon another; and of- 
tentimes obliges thoſe who rather want Judg- 
ment than Good- will, ſo to act, as hands 
them down to Poſterity with Reproach and 

Obloquy.. 

Hoy far what has been ſaid regards our 
preſent Situation, I ſhall not take upon me 
to ſay 3 but there muſt certainly be ſome- 
thing in it very bad, let the Occaſion be 
what it will, or the Reaſon of entering in- 
to any Negotiations, at this Juncture, is ex- 
tremely difficult to be conceiv?*d ; fince our 
Succeſſes in /taly are hereby put to a Stand; 
an expenſive and powerful Army in Bra- 
bant rendered uſeleſs 3. Winter approaching, 
when Pruſſian Troops may act, and Ruffian- 
Troops cannot; a Damp is thrown on the 
glorious Purſuits of the Inhabitants of our 
Northern Colonies 3 and to compleat all, 

our 
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our Allies into Doubt and Diſtruſt : So that, 


if a Peace be not made, all the fair Appear- 
ances in our Favour are dammed up and 


impeded, and the War thrown at leaſt a 


Campaign backwards ; but, if a Peace be 
made, What Terms in the Nature and Rea- 
ſon of Things can be expected ? If the French 


give back all Nanders, it muſt be for fome 


Equivalent, and what can that be but Cape 
Breton? And why that, is inconceivable, 


The French have demoliſhed moſt of the 


Barrier Towns, and laid the Country open. : 
Fhey will ſay, perhaps, that we may do the 
fame at Cape Breton; that, indeed, will be 
fomething in Appearance, but nothing in 
Fact; it may put them to the Expence 
of re-fortifying, but will no Way contri- 
bute to ſecure our Northern Colonies; and 
Flanders muſt lie open to future Invaſi- 
ons, ſo ſoon as the French get new Spirits. 
And as to the Money we 'have expended, 
adieu Monſieur Argent, thou art buried: in 


the Bowels of a ſenſeleſs War; and we have 


given thee away to as good a Purpoſe, as a 
Man would do, who ſells his Freedom for 
a.Song, and is deprived of that into the 

Bargain. 
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Bargain. We laugh at Eſau, who ſold his 
Birthright for a Meſs of Pottage ; but we 
have given our Money away for a Dream, 
and only wake like Men, after a dreadful 
Diſaſter, to redouble our Cares and Miſe- 
ries; and by ſapping the Foundation of our 
native Power, laying ourſelves once more 


open to the Inſults of France and inteſtine 
Rebellion. 


No 202 
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'FI did not = to be an original 
Fool, I had perhaps aped ſeveral of 

my humorous Predeceſſors, Writers of 
© diurnal Eſſays, and begun by furniſhing 
out many Papers on my own Character; 
I might have therein deſcribed and expa- 
* tiated on the Antiquity and Uſefulneſs of 
© a Fool, not only in the Oeconomy of a 
private Houſe, but in that of a public 
State; and haye told my Readers, that 
* formerly few great and well regulated 
Families were without a Man of Wit 
and Senſe, who was allowed to give a 
* Looſe to his Imagination, under the Diſ- 
* guiſe of a os Coat, for the general 
Benefit: The Children, the Servants, the 
* Tenants, the Viſitants, and often the 
Lord himſelf, came under the Laſh of 
© his free Qbſervation. This was an Office, 
* nodoubt, which did not fail to procure 
him Enemies among the little-minded 
Cox- 
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0 Coxcombs of the Houſe, who had the 
greater Folly to profeſs being Wiſe ; but it 
vas generally found Mr. Foo! came off with 
* Honour ; his Honeſty and Parts uſually 
* ſaved him; and, from the Hints he 
gave, they were forced to acknowledge 
© him often the beſt Friend and Adviſer of 
* all the Menials in the Family. 
At length (for Fools have Fortune) they 
* were introduced at Court; and few Kings 
(I am ſpeaking of the laſt Age) were 
without ſuch Monitors; a Poſt of Ho- 
* nour and Reſpect it was, and what the 
* honeſteſt Friends of Loyalty were not a- 
* gainſt accepting. 
* Oh for a Motley Coat Motleys the a 
* Wear, cries Jacques to the Duke, in As you 
* like it. But Cuſtoms vary with Times: 
Kings then did their Buſineſs themſelves, 
took the Opinion of wiſe Counſellors, 
and acted from their own Authority and 
Judgment. In the preſent wiſer Age, 
* they are allowed, by Cuſtom, to ſhitt 
* the Load of Government upon other 
Shoulders; whilſt themſelves withdraw, 
either (like Epicurus's Gods) regardleſs 
* 
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© of the World beneath them, or, more 

probably, to enjoy a learned and philoſo- 

« phical Leiſure, to a Study of their Peo- 
* ple's Happineſs in the Theory, which 
they employ others, of a more mechani- 
cal Genius, to put into Practice. Inſtead 
© therefore of conſulting, as formerly, with 
© a Wit, under the Denomination of a Fool, 


they now employ one who profeſſes him- 


< ſelf a wiſe Man, under the Character of a 


--< Miniſter. 


The Fool was an Office, t to fill which, 
Men of Wit and Abilities were ſought 
for: (I think I am the Firſt who ſought 
after the Office). The Miniſter is a Place 
* whom the greateſt do not think it beneath 
them greedily to-ſeek after, nay, claim it 
as being ſuch; thoſe amongſt the great 
* ones, who read the Scripture, erying, 
He that is greateſt among you, let him be 

* your Miniſter ; while others are no leſs 
* eager in aſſerting their Pretenſions to it; 
perhaps, becauſe they would then argue 
further, with the Parſon's Wife, that, of 
* courſe, He, that is your Miniſter, is the 
« greateſt among you. 

But 
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But to return, Si volet uſus is an Au- 
« thority which muſt be ſubmitted to. And 


alas! (notwithſtanding the Examples of 
former Times; notwithſtanding St. Paul, 
© the moſt arm of the Apoſtles, conde- 
« ſcended to ſpeak as a Fool; notwithſtand- 
ing the Need, in the preſent Age, that 
great Men ſhould revive and countenance 
© the Character) we ſee the Foo! is now 
« baniſhed the Court, as well as diſregard- 
© ed in private Families; and it remains 
with me alone to ſupport the Character 
* with the Public, by my Wits and my 
* Honeſty, as I can; with no other Chance 
for Support, poſſibly, than in the reign- 
ing Taſte of the Age for Oddities, Mon- 
« ſters, Groteſques, Caricatura's, &c. 
It has alſo been unlucky for the Cha- 
© rafter, that a very wiſe Man, of this 
Age, has defined the Fool to be, one who 
« reaſons wrong upon right Principles. This 
© has been laid hold of, and urged, I may 
« fay, ſomewhat unfairly, to our Diſad- 
vantage. But, were this juſt, it is ſome 
Satisfaction to an honeſt Fool, that, how- 
ever wrong his Reaſoning may be, his 
Principles are right. For Inſtance, * 
f to 
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« I to urge the Simplicity of giving up 
Cape Breton, becauſe we have it to give; 
© or becauſe the Dutch think we have a 
© Fiſhery of our own, which we do not 
© know what to do with, and therefore 
© have no Occaſion for another ; and that 
© it is enough for us fo have Beef and Pud- 
« ding, without a Diſh of Water-ſoutje, 
< forſooth! Yet, was my Reaſoning wrong 
© in theſe Particulars, there probably would 
© not be wanting other Arguments; either 
< of public Expediency, like thoſe for in- 
< ſiſting on Gibraltar at the End of the laſt 
War; Juſtice to the Zeal of our American 
Fellow- Subjects; Regard to our Conti- 
© nuance as a Maritime Power ; or many 
© others ; which would ſufficiently ſhow 
< the Fool's Principles are right, in inſiſting 
on an abſolute Ceſſion from the French 
of Cape Breton. 2, 
Again, were I likewiſe to remonſtrate 
< againſt the Abſurdity, when the Tide of 
« Succeſs was turning on our Side, of ſtop- 
ping ſhort in the Career, in order to make 
« a temporary Peace, and this when the 
Spirit of the Nation was up, when we 
© had.(Anteus like) juſt gathered —_ 

© IroMm 
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from our late Fall; I ſay, however the 
Reaſoning might be diſliked by ſome, 
« who would cry, perhaps, Who, but a 
Fool, would continue a War at ſuch Ex- 
< pence, and under our Difficulties to raiſe 
Money, and make and keep Alliances ? 
© Yet cannot I beat it out of my Fools 
Head, that a War is better than an indif- 
* ferent Peace ; and that this is founded on 
Principles as true and certain, as that 


* Longheads will be always an over-match 
for Wrongheads.” 


To the Publiſher of the Daily Gazeteer, 


To juſtify the poor Fool's honeſt Simplicity, 
pleaſe, with the firſt Opportunity, to in- 
ſert what follows. 


Could not avoid Laughing, to find my 
Brother Fool, in one of laſt Saturday's 

* News-Papers, immoderately angry, and 
© moſt fillily provoked, at my finding Fault 
« with his inconſiſtent Definition of Mer- 
© cy ; but, in Place of conſidering the na- 

< tural and rational Account, which I en- 


deavoured | 


- — 
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« deavoured to give of the weak and im- 


< perfe&t Judgment of Man, in all or moſt 
<< of the Affairs of Life, he, at random, 


© takes it for granted, that the Judgment 


© we pronounce on our Fellow-Creatures 
© here upon Earth is complete, final, and 
deciſive; whereas every Fool, who has 


been inſtructed in his Catechiſm, knows 


© the Contrary; and thoſe, who have had 


© farther Education, well underſtand and 


* know, that human Judgments are quite 


Political, intended only for the needfu] 
© Preſervation of Order in Society; and, 
for the Want of Acceſs to eſſential and 
© neceſſary Knowledge, cannot be ſuppoſed 


to be final or complete. 


But my Brother, altogether in Charac- 
ter, deſpiſes Reaſoning, as intirely out of 
< Faſhion ; and would inſinuate, that all 
my Arguments for Humanity, and true 
< Chriſtianity, as delivered to us in our 
© bleſſed Saviour's own Words, are only 
Principles of Jacobitiſm; informing, that 


« I muſt certainly be a Rebel in my Heart. 


Poor Foo] I heartily pity Kin, and all 


who are of his Kidney. For, on the 


Cen- 
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A 


Contrary, it is my true and ſincere Love 
for King George the Second, and his Royal 
Family, that makes me wiſh them to de- 
ſpiſe and reject ſuch Counſel, as is evi- 
dently inconſiſtent, not only with Chriſ- 
tianity, but common Humanity ; ſince, 
unqueſtionably, the King's moſt dutiful 
and loyal Subjects will reſt perfectly ſa- 
tified with whatever Uſe his Majeſty 
thinks fit to make of that Prerogative, 
with which the Conſtitution and Laws of 
the Realm have intereſted him. And I 
cannot conceive by what Authority, or 
Pretence, my Brother Fool, and his Aſ- 
ſociates, can pretend to dictate to the ſu- 
preme Powers in Government after the 
Manner they do. Fer my Part, tho” I 
am a Fool, I claim the Character of plain 
Honeſty and Chriſtianity ; and, I bleſs 
God for it, the Benefit of our Laws has 
long been, and yet ſtill continues to be, 
ſuch, as enables me, with Security and 
Content, ſo far to pleaſe myſelt, as to fit 
at Home with open Doors, and laugh at 


my Brethren of any Denomination or 
Character, Cc.“ 
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N* 21. Friday, Auguſt 22, 1746. 


. 
—_ — — 


Have a ſingular Pleaſure in being able to 
wiſh my Country, according to the good 
old Cuſtom, much Joy, on the Proſpect of 
its future Glory and Happineſs, by the Suc- 
ceſs of our Arms in Italy; in Conſequence + 


of that Treaty, which Men of Forecaſt al- 


ways ſaw would have its due Effect; and 
which thoſe, of a wrong Byaſs, were wont 
to ridicule and deſpiſe. 

By our Arms, I mean thoſe of our Allies 


intimately connected with us in the ſame 


common Intereſt, and ſupported principal- 
ly by us; with a General at their Head, 
who, like Huniades of old, bulwarks Europe 
againſt the common Enemy. 

By the Treaty, I mean that of Worms, 
concluded September 1743; which, by ſecu- 
ring his Sardinian Majeſty in the common 
Intereſt, gave the Imperial Dignity to the 
preſent Emperor; preſerved Germany; ſav- 

ed 


les 


pe 


jon 
the 
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ed Italy; ſnatched the Balance of Power 
out of the Hands of the Houſe of Bourbon; 
gave the fatal Blow to Univerſal Monarchy ; 
and, conſequently, formed a Barrier between 
us, and the dangerous Effects o the late 
wicked Rebellion: 

I am not now at Leiſure to 2 this in 
its full Force, but only to intimate to thoſe 
who once ſo idly ridiculed that Treaty, that 
it appears to be the moſt rational one made 


\ theſe forty Years z and what only could 


counterbalance the Treaty of Utrecht, by 
turning the Tables once more on the com- 
mon Diſturbers of the Peace of Europe; 
and, after a continued Scene of miſtaken 
Meaſures, ſet all even again. The Event 
has juſtified the Intent. The King of Sar- 
dinia, on the Point of changing Intereſts, 
was, by that Treaty, riveted; and, by that 
Means, not only 1:aly, but our own Liber- 
ties, and thoſe of all Europe, preſerved, It 
remained only with ourſelves to execute the 
finiſhing Part, as, by ſwift and reſolute Mea- 
ſures, to have conquer'd and ſecur'd the 


whole Tract of Canada; and thereby have 


eſtabliſhed ourſelves in a Commerce that 
121 would 
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would have paid us all our Expences, and 


ſecured our Northern Colonies in perfect 


Tranquillity. The Power, Intereſt, and In- 
fluence of France would have been propor- 
tionably leſſened, and her future Attempts, 
to trouble the Repoſe of Mankind, have 
been heard of no more. 

It is a terrible Reflection on human Na- 


ture, that Men ſhould, through Weakneſs 


or Wantonneſs, or, for the Sake of being 


in Power, giddily endeavour to deſtroy, or 


even ridicule, the fundamental Principle, 
whereon not only the common Safety, but 
even our very Exiſtence, as a People, de- 
pended z and yet will take it into their 
Heads to be angry at thoſe, who generouſly 


endeavour to convince them, that they are 
purſuing their own Deſtruction headlong, 


and therein involving unwittingly the Fate 
of the Nation; or what can be meant, con- 
ceived, or imagined, from any Tranſaction, 
that has the leaſt Regard to Peace, in the 
preſent obvious Situation of Things. I will 


beg Leave to gueſs the Reaſon to be T wo- 


fold : The one is, the—Difficulty of raiſing 
Money; and the not being able to raiſe it 
is 
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is naturally to be followed by a Reſignation 
of their Power. Theſe indeed are very im- 
portant Points; but, to convince them how 
much I am their Friend at the Bottom, I 
will, for the Sake of my Country, ſhow 
them how to conquer both theſe Difficulties. 
The Genius of the Exgliſb Nation is ne- 
ver to oppoſe ſuch Acts as are right, if the 
Rectitude is rendered evident to their Un- 
derſtandings. Now it is plain, from all pre- 
ſent Appearances, that the War in Taly is, 
or will be finiſhed this Campaign, with Ho- 
nour, and, conſequently, the Expences leſ- 
ſened on that Side, and the Imperial Army 
at Leiſure, either to return and make a Di- 
verſion on the Rhine, or, by continuing uni- 
ted with that of the Piedmonieſe, in a Capa- 
city to enter Eaſt-France, which is not only 
the weakeſt, but fineſt Part of that Kingdom. 
In either Caſe, France is in no Condition to 
reſiſt; and the Conſequence then is plain, 
that the Court of Verſailles muſt naturally 
recur to a Peace on ſuch Terms as are juſt, 
and that may prevent it from diſturbing the 
Tranquillity of Europe for the future; and, 
conſequently, of ſending her Pretenders, or 
raiſing, or abetting, any more Rebellions in 
H 3 theſe 
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theſe Kingdoms, All this another Cam- 
paign will moſt probably effect; and, I dare 
ſay, in this Light, with ſteady Meaſures, 
ardently purſued, the People will readily 
enough find Money, without ſuffering the 
Miniſtry to be diſtreſſed by thoſe Vermin of 
the Land, the Stock-Jobbers ; ſince they 
only want to be aſſured, that their Money 
is laid out as it ought to be, and that they 
ſhall, probably, in the Event, reap the Be- 
nefits, by Acquiſitions of an equivalent Va- 
lue: But, on the contrary, if it appears, 
that, after the throwing away of 20, ooo, oool. 
and being in a Courſe of Succeſs, a Peace 
ſhall be made precarious and inſecure, and 
no Equivalent in Hand to anſwer the Va- 


lue, ſome Gentlemen muſt not wonder, if it 


is followed by a ſuitable Reſentment, as a 


natural Conſequence of ſuch Neglect of * 


Nation's Welfare. 

| Therefore, to preſerve themſelves in Pow- 
er, and live in the Eſteem of the People, 
depends only on the purſuing of ſuch Mea- 
ſures, as, by being ſtrictly juſt, make it their 
Intereſt to fall in with : Such being very 


falſe Maxims, that mogul between the 


In- 
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Intereſt of the State, and that of the Peo- 
ple; and, by miſtaking what is our true 
Intereſt, ſome Men are too eaſily led to ſay, 
that the War will be the Ruin of the Na- 
tion, when, if they would only conſider the 
Abſurdity of this Kind of reaſoning, the con- 
trary would appear ſelf-evident. On our 
entering into this War, it ſeem'd at leaſt a 
bare Queſtion, whether the Houſe of Auſtria 
would not have been ruined; a French Em- 
peror ſeated on the Throne; 1aly in the 
Poſſeſſion of a Branch of the Houſe of Bour- 
don; all Flanders and Brabant annex'd to the 
Crown of France; and our own Country, 
as appears ſince, in no little Danger. To 
prevent theſe Evils, we engaged in the War; 
but ſurely, not only to prevent them in the 
preſent, but for the future: We puſh'd 
thro' infinite Difficulties, and, by the hap- 
py Aid of the Treaty of Worms, and a ſtea- 
dy Reſolution, conquer'd all Obſtacles. If 
we reſt there, we are only in the ſame Si- 
tuation as when we firſt ſet out, as to check 
ing the Power of France, but worſted in the 
Purſuit by 20, ooo, ooo J. and, by ſtopping 
there, preparing to ſpend 20 more, with 

H 4 only 
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only a bare Chance of being in as good a 
Situation again, but attended with much 
greater Difficulties in knowing how to raiſe 
ſuch an additional Sum, Upon the whole, 
the plain State of the Caſe is this; we have 
it now in our Power to re-1mburſe ourſelves, 
with Intereſt : But, if we give that up for 
a precarious Peace, we are not only ſo much 
more in debt than at firſt ſetting out, but 
have the faireſt Proſpect in the World of 
doubling or trebling it, and of being in a 
State paſt all Hope of Remedy. 


N* 22, 


. 
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Ne 22. Wedneſday, Auguſt 27, 1746. 


1 


Rithee, Bromius, why ſo grave To- 
day, has the Fool, or any of his Bre- 
thren, given you juſt Cauſe of Diſpleaſure? 
Bromius. A Plague take you all for a 
Pack of Fools, I believe Mankind are all 


running Mad; what is that Thing in the 


Gazette of the 16th Inſtant, called, An 
Addreſs to his Majeſty from the Recorder, 
&c. of Southwould ? Prithee, Where is 
that Southwould, in Great-Britain, Ireland, 
or America? Or is it only ſome Cant Name 
for a Receptacle of Madmen ? 
Why, to tell the Truth,  Bromius, I was 
myſelf wholly ignorant of the Conſequence 
of that important Borough, as alſo of its 
Exiſtence, until it made the Figure you ſee 
in the Gazette, which naturally led me in- 
to an Enquiry concerning it. Southwould 
is a little Town, about ten Miles from Leo- 
faff, in the County of Suffolk, ſeated on a 
Rock, which boldly fronts the Ocean, and 
| "m0 bids 
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bids the bullying Sea-God Defiance. Tho? 
it be ſmall, it is evidently not obſcure ; and 
the Addreſs ſhews it to be the Semblance of 

a pigmy Man, with a gigantic Soul, great- 

ly Little, and loyally Sublime. 
Bromius. Loyally Sublime call you them, 
Would not Fantaſtically Mad have been more 
ſuitable Epithets ? What Kind of Being do 
they take our Sovereign for, that they pre- 
fume to force upon him Bombaſt, Obſcu- 
rity, and Nonſenſe, for Loyalty ? 

I will tell thee, Bromius, I think the People 
have good Hearts ; and as to their Heads, 
I ſuppoſe it is with them as with many 
other ſuch important Boroughs, that have 
but one Head among them, and that is the 
Head of a Coxcomb. Some Years ago 
there was a Poetical Quaker, the principal 
Operator for the Ordinary of Newgate : 
He had read Milton, and was over Head 
and Ears in Heroics, and, conſequently, 
all his Deſcriptions in Stile Sublime ; thus 
| = ſpeaking of ſome Street-Rob- 

rs: 


— They 
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— T hey robb'd the Man, 
Then down Southampton-ſtreet hey age 
ther ran. 


I ſuppoſe Shakeſpear had his Eye upon 
fome of theſe little Boroughs in that droll 
Scene of the Fairy Queen Titania, in the 
Midſummer s Night's Dream; where, in 
Honour of her gigantic Huſband, Oberon, 
though a little ſpightfully, expreſſes . 
thus romantic: 


Theſe are the Forgeries of Fealouſy: 

And never ſince the Middle Summer's Spring 

Met wwe on Hill, in Dale, Foreſt, or Mead,, 

By paved Fountain, or by ruſhy Brook,, 

Or on the beached Margen of the Sea, 

To dance our Ringlets to the whiſtling Wind; 

But with thy Brawls thou haſt diſturb*d our 
Sport. 

Therefore, the Winds piping to us in vain,. 

As in Revenge, have ſuck*d up from the Sea 

Contagions Fogs ; which, falling in the Lands. 

Have every pelting River made ſo proud, 

That they have over-born their Continents. 

The Ox hath therefore ſtretch'd his Yoke in 
vain,, 


FL. 6 The 
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The Ploughman loſt his Sweat, and the green 
Corn 

Hath rotted, ere its Youth attain'd a Beard. 

The Fold ſtands empty in the drowned Field, 

And Crows are fatten'd with the Murrion 
Flock , | | 

The nine Men's Morris is fill'd up with Mud, 

And the queint Mazes in the wanton Green, 

For lack of Tread, are undiſtinguiſbable. 

The human Mortals want their Winter here, 

No Night is now with Hymn or Carol bleſt; 

Therefore the Moon, the Governeſs of Floods, 

Pale in her Anger, waſhes all the Air, 

That rheumatic Diſeaſes do abound, 

And thorough this Diſtemperature we ſee 

The Seaſons alter; hoary-headed Froſts 

Fall in the freſh Lap of the crimſon Roſe , 

And on old Hyem's Chin and icy Crown 

An od'rous Chaplet of ſweet Summer Buds 

Ts as in Mockery ſet. The Spring, the Sum- 
mer, 

The chiding Autumn, angry Winter change 

Their wanted Liveries, and the amazed World, 

By their Increaſe, now knows not which is 

: which ; | 

Aud this ſame Progeny of Evil comes 


From 
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From our Debate, from our Diſſenſion, 
Wie are their Parents and Original. 


After this, I doubt not, but the Reader 
will be deſirous to ſee this famous Addreſs, 
which I ſhall beg Leave to lay before them 


as an Original : 
To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


The bumble Addreſs of the Recorder, Bailiffs, 


Commonalty, and principal Inhabitants of 
Southwould. 


E your Majeſty's Loyal Corporation 


of Southwould beg Leave to tender 


our Congratulations and Thanks, for the 
late Succeſs of your Majeſty's Arms againſt 
the Rebels in Scotland, under his Royal 
Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, and up- 
on his happy Return in Triumph over Po- 
pery, and the Powers of Darkneſs. 
When kind Providence firſt landed his 
Royal Highneſs on the Coaſt of Southwould, 
that auſpicious Omen diſpelPd our Fears, 


and we gazed on him as the Hero, the De- 


liverer 
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liverer of his Country, under God; anima- 
ted by his Preſence, fired with a Spark from 
him, we flew to our Arms, which he has 
now made uſeleſs by his Conqueſts. And our 
Cannon, your late gracious Bounty to this 
Corporation, ſhall now have only to ſound 
over the Seas your Majeſty's Dominion of 
them; to thunder againſt France your Vic- 
tories over her ; and proclaim a Peace which 
ſhe muſt ſoon earneſtly ſue for. | 
We, great Sir, are more than ſenſible of; 
wwe are elevated with the Duke of Cumber- 
land's Valour and Conduct; he has cut off 
the Hydra ; he has cleanſed the Augean Sta- 
ble, and freed us from Wolves and Tigers, 
maugre the Cierceneſs of thoſe Mountain Sa- 
vages, and the Inclemency of a frozen Cli- 
mate; his heroic Soul has generouſly pur- 
ſued the Cauſe of God and his Country , 
Popery, and its Aſſociate, Slavery, ſculk 
and retire at his Approach; whilſt Liberty 
and Honour are his conſtant Attendants, 
and joyfully lead him on to immortal 
Glory. | 
Be pleaſed, moſt gracious Sovereign, to 
accept the ſincere and grateful Tribute of 
| QUT 
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our Hearts: May Faction expire with Re- 
bellion, that the Bleſſings of your glorious 
Reign may be continued henceforth with 
that Eaſe and Tranquillity to your Majeſ- 
ty, which you are always aiming at for your 
People. May your Majeſty and Royal Pro- 
geny preſide over the Briti/h Realm, ſo long 
as the Britiſh Waves ſhall waſh the Coaſt of 
Southwould, 


Bromius. A very ſublime Performance in- 
deed but, after all the preceding Bombaſt, 
might not his Majeſty, and his Succeſſors, 
have been permitted to reign ſomewhat 
longer, than the Britiſb Waves ſhall waſh the 
Coaſt of Southwould ? 


Peace, ſweet Bromius, the ſame romantic 


Turn of Mind, that cleanſed the Augean 


Stable of Wolves and Tigers, has an equal 
Right to confine the Reigns of his Majeſty, 
and Royal Progeny, within what Limits it 
pleaſes z more eſpecially, as it is fired with 
a Spark of his Royal Highneſs, and enabled 
thereby to 1hunder againſt France Fiftories 


and Peace, | 
N* 22, 


[ 160 ] 


SOS: 4 OTOL 
Ne 23. Thurſday, Auguſt 28, 1746. 


— —— 


HE great Diſpute, now in Hand, is 
not between Whig and Tory, Rebel 
and Loyaliſt, or Court and Anti-court Par- 
ty; but, as Tacitus phraſes it, Ut quibuſque 
bellum invitis, aut cupientibus erat : Thoſe 
that are for a War, and thoſe that are againſt 
it. Thoſe who are againſt a War, or more 
properly ſpeaking, in the prefent Caſe, for 
a Peace, have a great many plauſible Things 
ro urge on Behalf of their Principles ; and 
many more ſecret Matters, which they do not 
chuſe ſhould be known. In the firſt Caſe, 
they ſay, that France is too rich and powers 
ful for us to be-able to reduce ; and there- 
fore, it 1s at beſt, as they phraſe it, only 
taking the Bull by the Horns; which ſeems 
to me a kind of Bull in Politics, as well as 
in Reaſoning, And what may ſeem a lit- 
tle ſtrange, are the very Sentiments of all 
thoſe who wrote againſt the Court, previ- 
ous to our ſetting out on this War. They 
bellowed 
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bellowed out the Power of France, becauſe 
they would not have had us guarded againſt 
it; and now they ſee that we not only did 
guard ourſelves, but have been generally 
ſucceſsful, they are as warm for a Peace, 
that we may be off from our Guard again, 
and once more expoſed to imminent Ruin. 
And thoſe who have it in their Power to 
adviſe the Sovereign, falling in with theſe 
Sentiments, and puſhing for a Peace, but 
too juſtly put the Body of the Commu— 
nity on their Guard, and intimate to their 
Minds ſome Occurrences, that they know 
not how to account for. They know not 
what thoſe People mean, who talk at this 
Time of Day about the Power of France, 
when their utmoſt Efforts are at a Stand 
the Spaniſh Intereſt, that ſupported it, evi- 
dently declining ; their Affairs entirely ru- 
ined in Italy; ſome Part of their Dominions 
in our Poſſeſſion; and in Brabant, where 
ſtrongeſt, but a bare Chance to keep the 
Field. In this Light, which is evidently 
Juſt, it really ſets us in Amaze to what End 
this Kind of Reaſoning tends ; more eſpe- 
cially, as they know not how to conceive 

that 
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that the Gentlemen who have of a ſudden 


alienated themſelves, not only from the com- 


mon Senſe of the Nation, but from Atten- 
tion to ſuch obvious Facts as cannot poſſi- 
bly eſcape their Knowledge; I ſay, they 
know not how to conceive theſe Gentlemen, 
the Enemies of their King and Country, at 
Heart; but, on the other Side, know not 
how to account for this aſtoniſhing Turn; 
more eſpecially, as they ſeem to be the very 
ſame People, who, at a Time when the 
Power of France was much higher, the Af- 
fairs of that Kingdom in a more proſperous 
Situation, thought it both right and juſt to 
uſe every Art to ſpirit up the People againſt 
France; that not only encouraged and for- 
warded, in the warmeſt Manner, the Expe- 
dition to Cape Breton; and ſtill went fur- 
ther, by ſtimulating the Inhabitants of our 
Northern Colonies on, to the effectual Con- 
| queſt of Canada, as, I think, appears evi- 


dently enough from the following Speech of 


| Governor Shirley, which, I conceive, no Bo- 
dy will preſume made out of his own Head, 
or un- authoriſed; and which is here quoted, 

as far as regards the Matter in Hand, * 
| e 


Nag. Tr FOOL 162 
the Contents confirmed, as there ſtated, by 
a Fleet being fitted out from hence, in Aid 
of that noble Deſign 3 but why not ſailed 
a long Time fince, or how theſe well - conſi- 
dered Meaſures came to be varied, and our 
Thoughts of a ſudden turned to Peace, is 
really not a little amazing; and, when pub- 
lic Meaſures grow incomprehenſible, Men 
will naturally ſuſpect, though ſometimes 
without juſt Grounds, that there is ſome- 
thing at the Bottom not ſo fair as a Com- 
munity has a Right to expect, and will rea- 


ſon thereupon accordingly, But ſee the 
Letter itſelf : 


The Speech of his Excellency William Shir- 
ley, Eſq; Governor in Clef of Maſſa- 
chuſett's Bay in New-England, 70 both 
Houſes of Repreſentatives, May 29, 
1740, 


Gentlemen of the Council and Houſe / 
Repreſentatives, 


Take this Opportunity of your firſt 
Meeting in general Aſſembly, to ac- 

* quaint you, that on Monday Evening laſt 
I re- 
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J received a Letter from the Duke of 
* Newcaſtle, by his Majeſty's Sloop Hin- 
* chinbrook, ſent Expreſs from England with 
that, and other Letters to the Governors 


© of his Majeſty's Colonies on this Continent, 
© as far Southward as Virginia; all which 1 


* immediately forwarded by Land Expreſſes | 


© to thoſe ſeveral Governments. 
The Contents of his Grace's Letter to 
* me, which I ſhall order the Secretary to 
© lay before you, are of ſuch Importance to 
© the Intereſts of this and the other Govern- 
© ments concerned in them, that I am fully 
© perſuaded they will engage your cloſeſt 
© and ſpeedieſt Attention, and put you up- 
© on taking the moſt vigorous Meaſures to 
© render effectual his Majeſty's gracious De- 
© ſign for eſtabliſhing the Welfare and Proſ- 
« perity of his Northern Colonies; and I 
© hope they will have the like Effect upon 
© the other neighbouring Governments, to 
© all which I have wrote upon the preſent 
£ Occaſion, 
Gentlemen, I muſt refer you for Parti- 
c culars, to the Advices contained in the 
* Duke of Nerocaſtle's Letter; upon which 
| « I would 
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I would obſerve to you, that a moſt hap- 
py Opportunity ſeems to be now given 
you by his Majeſty, if you are not want- 
ing to yourſelves, of putting an End 
(under the Favour of Divine Providence) 
to the cruel Murders and Depredations 
with which our Frontiers are now ſur- 
rounded, and have ever been harraſſed, 
upon every Rupture between us and the 
French; and to the burdenſome Expence 
which has conſtantly attended the Go- 
vernment upon thoſe Occaſions ; as alſo, 
for laying the moſt ſolid Foundation for 
Peace to all the Britiſb Colonies for the 
future ; and for promoting their Trade 
and Proſperity in every Reſpect. 

I hope therefore, the ſeveral Govern- 
ments will vie with each other in expreſ- 
ſing their Duty and Gratitude to his Ma- 
jeſty upon this Occaſion ; and in giving 


Proofs of their Zeal for the Common 


Cauſe, by effectually providing for, and 
encouraging what his Majeſty, in his pa- 
ternal Care for their Intereſts, has re- 
commended to them. In a particular 
Manner I would remind you, Gentle- 

men, 
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< men, of the ſignal Favour of the Divine 
Providence upon the Operations of the 
© laſt Year; which, I think, ought to en- 
courage you to hope for Succeſs upon 
your future Endeavours, provided you 
< exert the ſame Spirit which then animated 
you. And as it is very probable that 
© the other Colonies will have their Eyes 
© upon you on this extraordinary Occaſion, 
I doubt not but that a juſt Regard for 
© the Honour, as well as Intereſt of this 


* Government, will prevail with you to ſet 
them a good Example.“ 


Now taking all theſe Things together, 
one really does not know what to think or 
ſay. The Favourers of Peace pretend, 

that we are not able to carry on the War. 
There is a Congreſs appointed, and a Suſ- 
penſion of Arms propoſed, let us ſee what 
that can poſſibly produce on their own 
Principles. They give out themſelves, that 
they will not deliver up Cape Breton; and 
it is not doubted, but that Dunkirk will be 
inſiſted on to be thoroughly demoliſhed. 
But how can all this be expected? France 
W1ll 
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will hardly reſtore Brabant, &c. without - 
either an Equivalent, or being beat back. 
We have no Equivalent to give, and it is 
impoſſible to beat the French, while there 
is a Suſpenſion of Arms; and then, if we 
are ſo unable to carry on the War as is 
pretended, why are we to loſe the Chance 
of the preſent Campaign, which may poſ- 
ſibly ſave us farther Expence ? Upon the 
Whole, I muſt own, that I am ſo great a 
Fool, as not to be able, in any Light, to 
ſee how the Maxims and Operations of 
theſe Peace-Favourers coincide; they ſeem, 
to my fooliſh Capacity, to act diametrically 
oppoſite to each other ; and, take them 
which Way one will, have no Kind of Co- 
herence with the common Senſe of Man- 
kind, no more than with one another ; 
and, conſequently, appear, to my poor 
Underſtanding, rather as ſowing the Seeds 
of Confuſion, of Wars, Broils, and Trou- 
bles infinite, than of producing any Thing 
like an eſtabliſh'd Peace: And what is 
not very common in a Free Nation, I de- 
clare I cannot meet with a ſingle Man, I 
any where converſe with, but what is per- 

fectly 
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fectly clear in going on with the War at 
any Riſque; I do not even except thoſe 
who are employed to talk againſt it; nor 
when you pulh it cloſe, even thoſe Wretches 
who are only to make a Market of it. In 
a Word, the Matter 1s too clear to admit 
of a Diſpute ; and therefore, if any Evil 
happens to thoſe who are determined to be 

wiſer than the whole Nation, for Reaſons 
beſt known to themſelves, they muſt cer- 
tainly fall unpitied. Hiſtory does not fur- 
niſh us with a ſingle Inſtance, where the 
boldeſt Miniſters that ever directed public 
Affairs preſumed to do an Act like this, 
againſt the Senſe of a whole Nation, per- 
fectly calm in their Reflections, and in 
ſtrict Friendſhip with the State; free from 
all Appearance of Party or Faction, and 
only ſoberly attentive to the Common Wel- 
fare ; that wiſh well even to the very Men 
that they conceive have taken ſo amazing 
a Turn, and deſire their Happineſs equal 
with their own ; that, however aſtoniſhing- 
ly miſtaken, cannot help thinking them 
honeſt Men, though they know not how 
to account for their ſtrange Purſuit. In a 


Word, 
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Word, I have only at preſent left to ſay, 
that if this Congreſs produces a juſt, ſolid, 
and laſting Peace, the Operators will merit 
to have their Statues in Gold ſet up in e- 
very Market - Place in the Three King- 
doms : But if, on the contrary, it loſes us 
the Chance of this Campaign, breeds Dif- 
fidence in our Allies, gives the Enemy 
Time to breathe, inhances our Expences, 
and lengthens out the War by Trifling, 
what can the moſt tender and compaſſio- 
nate Man breathing not ſay he wiſhes to 
be their Fate, as they act with their Eyes 
open, and bid Defiance to the whole Senſe 
of the Nation. 
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EI. L, hang theſe political Reaſon- 

ings: Are not the Miniſters of 
State paid to mind the public Affairs? And 
muſt they always be dictated to, like Chil- 
dren at School, when they ought to be Maſ- 
ters? 


It is very true, honeſt Bromius ; but what 


— 


o— 


ſhall we do if they will neglect us, and, in 


that, their own. Intereſt and Welfare ? 


Why, I do not know what we ſhould do; 


the Community is certainly preferable to 
Individuals ; however, you have ſaid e- 


nough for the preſent; I could wiſh you 


now to breathe a little, and give them ſome 
Reſpite to think and reflect. Call another 
Cauſe, Man, as the old Saying is; let ſmil- 
ing Mirth, and chearful Erudition, take 
their Turns to amuſe us for a Time, in your 
future Lucubrations : What think you of 
talking a little about the moſt amiable of 
our modern Writers? 


My 


f 
f 
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My Way of Reaſoning about them, Bro- 
mins, will be ſomething new and particular; 
my Foolſbip cannot talk like other People, 
becauſe my Head, like moſt Fools Heads, is 
full of infinite Vagaries, Whims, and Wan- 
derings, which muſt have their whole Play, 


and abhor Regularity, as much as Nature 


does Diſſolution. My Thoughts ſtartle at 
Correctneſſes, as you would perhaps do, on 
being ſurrounded within a Circle of Appa- 


ritions, that grin, ſnarl, and look terrible 


enough to frighten you out of your Wits. 
However, as you deſire it, I will ſpeak ſome · 
thing about them; becauſe, as Folks fay, 
thereupon hangs a Tale, as you will find by 
a little Attention. 

Mr. Pope, I think, was the greateſt Maſ- 
ter of the Art of Poetical Diction, and the. 
molt curious Regarder of Sounds, I had e- 
ver the Pleaſure of Reading. But, as it has 
been often ſaid, that Fools Reaſon wrong up- 


on right Principles, ſo it happens here. 


The Sound did not run away with the Senſe 
but, if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, the Sound 
{truck the generality of my Brethren ſo ſen- 
W that they became wrapt up in that a- 

12 lone; 
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lone; and, in moſt of their Compoſitions, 
have baniſhed the Senſe, for the Pleaſure of 
attempting to be as Muſical as Mr. Pope. 
The Conſequence of this is very evident, 
we have all Muſic, and no Meaning, It is 
Vox £9 preterea nibil, a Sound, and nothing 
but a Sound; an Talian Opera, with the 
Words here, and the Senſe where you can 
find it. Thus you ſee, that it is poſſible 
for a great Poet to give little ones a wrong 
Taſte; and to be unwittingly the Cauſe, 
why our Poetry 1s in the worſt State it has 

been for this Hundred Years paſt at leaſt. 
Dr, Donne has too much Sentiment, and 
too rough a Diction, to command the At- 
tention of the preſent Age; and there are 
ſome Thouſand Lines in Milton, which our 
muſical Gentry are happy enough to be 
able to ſleep over. Thus it happens, that 
the Poet publiſhes the Sound, and puts the 
Senſe up in his Pocket. He ſings; ye Gods, 
how he does ſing ; no Nightingale ſweeter ; 
and you may have as much Sound now for 
a Shilling, as you could have in Charles the 
Seconds Time for Ten. On the contrary, 
you might have as much Senſe in thole 
Days 
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Days for a Shilling, as you can have now 
for a Hundred. This is the preſent State 
of Poetry, from the ſublimeſt Heroics, down 
to the Laureat Ode. | 
Reflections, of a ſimilar Nature, have, at 
laſt, induced my Friend below to create a 
new Species of Poetry, on the Plan of the 


Ancients; he has, by Latinizing the Eug- 


lih Verſification, made it run Pedetentim, 
&c. Foot by Foot, with the Original. How 


far he has had the Happineſs to ſucceed in 


this new Scheme, muſt appear on the Face 
of the Performance; it is placed at the Con- 
cluſion of theſe Remarks, preceded by the 


Latin, which it is not my Buſineſs to turn 


Critic upon, ſo ſhall leave both the Tranſ- 
lation and Verſification entirely to the Judg- 
ment of the Public, who are to make what 
they can of it. However, I muſt beg the 
Favour of thoſe who cannot read, not to 
© turn Critics more than myſelf, 

If Mr. Pope made many bad Poets, Mr. 


Addiſon has done his Part in making bad 


Proſe Writers. If the Poets are charm'd 
with Mr. Pope's Sound, the Proſe Writers 
are e with Mr. Addiſon's Correctneſs; 

14 but 
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but as the Senſe is forgot by the Followers 
of the Firſt, the Perſpicuity is loſt by the 
Imitators of the laſt; and you find ſome 
modern Performances ſo exquiſitely. gram. 
mariſed and pointed, and the Meaning ſo 
blinded and obſcured, that one is at a Loſs 
to determine, whether it is wrote in our own 
Language, or in Cypher. It looks as like 
one's Mother Tongue, as if it were the very 
Thing itſelf; but, as it is not to be under- 
ſtood in the Reading, we naturally conclude 
ourſelves miſtaken, and only reſt ſatisfied, 
that the Author is too learned to be under- 
ſtood; If the Writer, in this Caſe, happens 
to fall upon an important Subject, and is 
thereby worked up into the falſe Sublime, 
the Difficulty of underſtanding it increaſes 
upon our Hands, and we-are, like the I/ 
_ raelites in the Fiery Furnace, free from be- 
ing either touched or affected. In theſe 
Kind of Performances, if he attempts to in- 
terſperſe a little metaphyſical Reaſoning, if 
there was any Clearneſs before, this throws 
it into palpable Darkneſs ; and you may as 
well think of groping your Way out of a 
wild pathleſs Deſart, in a dark Night, as 
0 
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of diſcovering the Meaning of a Work ſo 


| learnedly executed. 


The Truth of it 1s, there are few Men 
but what ſee Learning in a ſingle Light; 
our Capacities are not generally form'd to 
comprehend Variety in one View; Clear- 
neſs, Correctneſs, and Matter, are too much 
for one Head to hold at the ſame Time; 
ſo that one takes one; a Second another; 


and ſo on; and out of Half a Dozen of 


theſe Pieces of Literature put together, may 

be formed a Poet, or an Author; but they 

diſtinctly make ſo many complete Critics. 
Lam told, that it is no bad Maxim of 


mine to ſuit myſelf to the Age, by writing 


Nonſenſe in Order to be underſtood. How 
far I have had the Happineſs to ſucceed, I 
leave to the Judgment of thoſe, who, with 
over wiſe Faces, look themſelves-into eve- 
ry Kind of Learning and Science, and fix 
the Standard of Knowledge by the old La- 
tin Rule: Quicquid credimus facile memini- 
mus; which 1 would readily tranflate into 
Engliſh, did I not propoſe ſome Diverſion 
in E that to be done by others, and 

| I 4 there- 


" 
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thereby laying the Foundation of a Battle 
among our modern Critics. 


70 the Author, &c. 
HS ÞR, 
I Deſire you would give the following Ode 
of Horace a Place in your Paper, If it 
meets with the Approbation of the Literati, 
the Public in a ſhort Time will be preſented 


with a ſmall Collection of the fame Poet's 
Odes, done 1 in the ſame Manner, by 


IR, | 
Hur bumble Servant, 


T. Brecknock. 


Ho, Lb. 1. o 22. 
Integer vite ſeeleriſque purus 


Non eget Mauri jaculis, neq; arcu, 

** venenatis gravida ſagittis, 
Fuſee, phareird. 

ge per Syrtes iter eftudſas, 

Sive facturus per inboſpitalem 

Caucaſum, vel que loca fabuloſus 

Lambit Hydaſpes. 
Namque 
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Namque me ſylvd lupus in Sabin, 
Dum meam eanto Lalagen, & ultra 
Terminum curis vagor expeditus, 
Fugit mermem. 
Quale portentum neque militaris 
Daunia in latis alit eſtuletis, 
Nec . tellus generat, leonum 
Arida nutrix. 
Pone me prpris ubi nulla campis 
Arbor æſtivd recreatur aurd, 
Quod latus mundi nebulæ, maluſque 
Jupiter urget.: 
Pone ſub curru nimium propinqui 
Solis, in terra domibus negatũ, 
Dulce ridentem Lalagen amalo, 
Dulce loquentem: | 


Horace, Book I. Ode 2 2. 


Fiſius, he whoſe whol' Life has innocent 


been, 


Nor the Moor's Bow, nor ene merit 
Wants, nor his back-ſlung Quiver, alway 


big with 


Poiſonous Arrows.. 


I'5 Tho? 
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Tho“ he ſhou'd journey thro” the ſultry 
Syries, 
' Or take his Road near the inhoſpitable 
Caucaſan Mount, or travel o*er the Countries 
Waſh'd by Hydaſpes. 
In Sabin Purliews as I lately wander, 
Whilſt T was ſinging Lalage, careleſs I 
 Rov*d beyond Bounds, and tho' I faw a 
Watts. he ; | 


Fled me W 


Suck a fell Monſter, fure ye Gods, the war- 
+ - - \. 


Daunia ſcarce feeds in her ample Paſtures, 
Nor Juba breeds, altho“ her — a dry 


Nurſe 
| | Of many Lions, 
Fix me in froz'd up. Regions, where no 
Free [+1 
| With. the ſweet Breath of I is eber fas 
luted, # 
m whoſe Fogs thick and putrid hardly can 
breathe 
Jupiter hisſelf, 


: Or | 


f. 
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Or pes me there, wher* not a ſingle Hut's 
ſeen, 


Jus beneath the ſeorch'd * Phazton' or 
e 


"TY — _— there Pl] love, 
| Prettily Palin 


» 4 fofbimnabl Felice o calkedi. 
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HE Mind of Man is never fo happi- 
1 ly entertained with a true Senſe of 
Honour, as when meditating on the Means 
that leads to the Service of his Country. It 
is then that the Paſſions riſe to a Pitch of 
Rapture, Glory, and Happineſs; every ſocial 
Good, every ſmiling Joy, mingle and em- 
brace in the Imagination, and fill the Soul 
with Ideas, equally amiable and illuſtrious. 
The Proſpect now before us, of thoſe in 


Power purſuing juſt and rational Meafures,, 
with a Senſe of Honour becoming Men and 
Britons, T own fills me with a Delight, as 
much ſuperior to what common Otcur- 


rences are capable of, as a Regard for the 


Welfare of the Community is of a higher 


Nature, than that of any Individuals breath- 
ing, let their Rank and Dignity be what it 
will. | 


My 
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My Lord Clarendon very juſtly obſerves, 
| that the keeping up of State and Dignity in 
the Sovereign, is a more important Matter 
than is generally conceived ; and though it 
only ſeems in one Light to be the Embroi- 
dery of the State, yet is eſſentially neceſſary 
to its Support and Welfare, It is much 
more ſo in regard to the State and Dignity 
of the Nation. The making a Figure in 
the World, is like Credit in Trade, that 
does not ſo much depend on real Riches, as 
Reputation and Exactneſs. Thus a Na- 
tion, that is to be depended upon for the 
Steadineſs of the Councils of thoſe that go- 
vern it, has an imaginary. Stock of Wealth, 
that gives it more Luſtre and Reputation, 
than real Riches can poſſibly do in the Pow- 
er of unſteady Councils. In a Word, Re- 
putation is a ſecret Treaſure, that has an 
intrinſic Value ſtamped upon it, though un- 
ſcen; it is this that gives the poor Cantons 
of Switzerland, when they pleaſe to exert 
themſelves, more Weight in the Balance of . 
Power, than Spain with all its real Riches, 
the Treaſure of the Weſtern World,, as it 
were, buried in its Bawels, ER 
Re- 
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Reflections of this Nature are extremely 


neceſſary, at a Juncture when ſome Men are 
idly buſy in endeavouring to propagate a 
Notion, that the Fool is writing for a Par- 


ty, or, as they ſillily term it, againſt the 
Court; when nothing is in Fact leſs true, 
unleſs they will be ſo weak as to imagine, 
than a Man who, upon obvious Principles, 
acts as the Advocate of his Country's Ho- 
nour and Welfare, is the Enemy of People 


in Power; which, by the Way, is but a ve- 
ry bad Compliment paid them; and ſuch a 
one as I, in their Caſe, ſhould be very much 
aſhamed of. On the contrary, T pleaſe my- 
felf with the Hopes of ſoon ſeeing fuch juſt 
and glorious Meaſures purſued, as will, of 
themſelves, command me to write nothing 


but Elogiums on the Miniſtry ; as I: ſhall 
heartily love, and be ſincerely attached to 
them, the Inſtant T ſee Things in that hap- 
py Train, let the Men that N it be 
whom they will. 

I do not, in this Caſe, expect, that the 
Miniſtry ſhould be infallible, or that the 


wiſeſt Meaſures, human Nature is capable of 


conceiving, muſt always be attended with 
Succeſs, 
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Succeſs. The utmoſt of my Wiſhes center 

in this, that they follow ſuch plain Paths 
with ſuch a proper Steadineſs, as never yet 
failed, upon the Whole, of attaining: the 
Point aimed at. They may fail in a. Thou- 
ſand Incidents; Canada may be attempted: 
unſucceſsfully, and France invaded in vain, 


as to immediate Act; but if Attempts of 


this Nature are prudently conducted, tho” 
they ſhould not ſucceed in Part, will even- 
tually anſwer the great End aimed at; but 
if attended with Succeſs, will immediately e- 
ſtabliſh us in that State of Tranquillity, 
which I hope was the main End of the pre- 
ka . | 

Fhat the Negotiations now on Foot wilk 


come to nothing Fam very clear in; but the 


Misfortune lies here, France wants both: 


Money and Credit, and cannot, ſince her. 


Spaniſh Banker fail'd, have either without 


the Proſpect of a Peace. Fhat, with the 
Help of high Intereſt, and the Love of Gain 
ſtrongly impreſſed on the Minds of Com- 


mercial Men, muſt give her Credit in Hol- 


land and Geneva; which, once acquired, the 
Negotiations will. immediately ceaſe, and 


another 
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another Campaign be prepared for; while 
nothing is clearer, than that we, wha have 
no uſe for ſuch kind of Chicanry, ſhall loſe 
the Benefit of this, and have another unne- 
ceſſarily upon our Hands. To give the 
French an Opportunity of borrowing Mo- 
ney, is, in Effect, the ſan.e Thing as giving 
them Money; what they can borrow is all 
clear in their Pockets, becauſe it is not their 
Cuſtom to repay. And in this Light, it 
ſeems as if the opening of Conferences at 
all, was only to give them an Opportunity 
to make a Handle of us, to cheat all the 
moneyed People in Europe. 

Thus, taking all Things together, the 
Neceſſity is evident, of ſo continuing this 
War, without Interruptions or Triflings, as 
that we may not, for the future, be under 
any Apprehenſions, either of being invaded 
ourſelves, or the Repoſe of Europe diſturb- 
ed; that Commerce may thereby be eſta- 
bliſhed on a happy Footing; our Taxes, in 
a great Meaſure, become unneceſſary; our 
Armies and Fleets in ſome Degree diſcharg- 
ed; and Peace, crowned with Glory, reign 


and triumph amongſt us. | 
| Ne 26, 
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2 


OV E, in the common Acceptation of 

the Word, is a wild, young, wanton 
Strumpet, begot by Imagination upon Fol- 
ly ; from whence ſprings a Family ſome- 
what too inelegant to be recapitulated in 
this Paper: However, as this Love is one 
Kind of playing the Fool, and, in our un- 
guarded Moments, the Entertainment of 
all Ranks and Degrees of Mortals, I cannot 
help ſometimes being Foo! enough to turn 
my Reflections that Way; becauſe, as Dry- 
den fays, | 


Tho? I am old, for Ladies Love unfit, 
The Charms of Beauty I remember yet; 
That which did once inſpire my Soul, 
— —— doth now inſpire my 


I cannot, for the Soul of me, have Impu- 
dence enough to finiſh the important Self- 
glorying Alexanarine, 

| By 
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By Ladies here are meant Women of Qua- 
10% who love more in a Month, than or- 
dinary Women can in an Age; and have, 
of late, carried this exquiſite Gouſt to ſuch 
_ A Pitch, as to render them famous all over 
Europe ; yet, what ſeems very ſtrange, thoſe 
who have the moſt extravagant Fancy this 
Way, are uſually made out of ſuch ordina- 
ry Stuff as South-Sea Stock, or of ſomewhat 
equally low, mean, ſordid, and pitiful ; and 
have gained their Titles by the modern Cuſ- 
tom of the Great, proſtituting their Male 
Iue to Wealth, low Breeding, and Inſo- 
lence. It was upon this Baſis that Vaneſia 
became 2 Woman of Quality; and that ſhe 
might be properly match'd in every Re- 
ſpect, herſelf being of the true Oyſter- Wo- 
man Make, they gave her a Huſband about 
as tall as an Oak Stick, and not much more 
robuſt, Hymen only triumphed one ſplen- 
did Evening ; from that Time forward our 
3 is full of curious Incidents. 

After a Courſe of leſſer Adventures, not 
wotth repeating, Vaneſia fell into the Arms 
of the amorous young Count Hounſlow, who 
made a Bower for her, in Imitation of fair 

Ra- 
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Roſamond's at Woodſtock, fo mazey and per- 
plexed, that ſhe became inviſible to all 
Eyes, but thofe of the Count and his But- 
ler; who repreſented Sir Trufty, as the Count 
himſelf did the famous King Henry; and thus 
Fancy heightening Imagination, worked 
Vaneſia up into a Goddeſs z not of Diana's 
Train, but of that Siſterhood who vie for 
Pleaſure with the Cyprian Deity. In this 
ſeeming happy Retirement they ſpent their 
Time in one continued Scene of Revelry and 
Joy; while poor Yane/ius, half diſtracted, 
was hunting the Country round to ferret 
out his Wife. | . 

Impermanent Love had at Length waſt- 
ed all its Fires, and the Count, quite tited 


of his Romantick Engagements, employed 


his Agents privately to diſcover the Myſ- 
tery, by blazing Abroad in the World, tho? 
as a great Secret, the Receſs of his Self- 
created Divinity; hoping thereby, that Pow- 
er would diveſt him of thoſe Charms he was 
grown quite ſatiated with. Thus, between 
real Deſign, and ſeeming Accident, Vanęſius 
came to diſcover the .1dalian Grove, where 
lay imparadiſed his amorous deſtined Part- 


NET ; 
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ner; all the Powers of his little Soul were 
inſtantly in a flutter; he thought, reflected, 
conſider'd, reſolv'd, and unreſoly'd, all in 
the ſame Moment. To get rid of Vanęſa 
was the Count's Cue; to get at her was 
that of Yanefus ; they could not commu- 
nicate together, or the Strife had been end- 
ed to both their Wiſhes. Men, who think 
in a hurry, generally determine wrong. This 
was the Fate of Yanefius. He concluded 
the Count would not part with her, but by 
Force; and nothing of that Kind appeared 
to him ſo juſt and heroic as a fair Battle, 
The Uſe of the ſmall Sword he was not 
Maſter of, and to attain that required Time ; 
however, after adviſing with ſome about as 
wiſe as himſelf, he determined to go thro? 
the Exerciſe at the Apollo School; and in 
fome few Months was there ſo well inſtruct- 
ed, as to be a tolerable Match for a Duel- 
lift behind Montague Houſe, or arfy other 
Place fit for a Gentleman to die in; and on 
the Credit thereof ſends the Count a Chal- 
lenge, demanding the Delivery of his Wite, 
or, Sc. The Count, heartily tired of his 
Miſtreſs's Company, had been yawning. o- 
ver 
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ver her all that dreadful Interval wherein 


Vanefius had been learning to Fence; tranſ- 
ported at the Receipt of this Billet, imme- 
diately ſcribbles over an Anſwer to the fol- 
lowing Effect: My dear Sir, out of Regard 
to you only, I have always entertained your 
Lady with a becoming Civility, whenever ſhe 
has done me the Honour to make my Houſe and 
Gardens agreeable to her; wherein, as I little 
dreamt of diſobliging you, ſo the Lady is al- 
ways at Liberty to act as may be moſt agree- 
able to the Peace and Happineſs of you both. 
Sir Truſty the Butler was, in the Interim, to 
ſteal away the Challenge, and ſhow it to 
Vaneſia as a Secret, intimating, at the ſame 
Time, that Vanęfius was well in Caſh, and, 
conſequently, this a favourable Opportuni- 
ty to render all Parties eaſy ; wiſhed her 
not to diſcover her Knowledge of this Aſ- 
fair to the Count; that ſhe ſhould be pri- 
vately conveyed Home; and, by ſurpriz-— 
ing Vaneſius with her ſudden Appearance, 
fl” with the Controverſy all Hazard of 
Bloodſhed. Vaneſia took the Hint as was 
intended, and in the Cloſe of the Evening 
ſtole Home, where ſoon after her Huſband, 


having 
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having the Hint given him, appeared like- 
wiſe to adore her, and bleſs in her Arms the 
happy Effects of his own heroic Reſolution. 
As Vaneſia had now got Eloping into her 
Head, no Endearments, her little Huſband 
could beſtow upon her, were in any Senſe 
of Force ſufficient to ſecure her to himſelf, 
In a Word, ſhe ſoon eloped again, and ne- 
ver from that Time forward ever returned, 
but when ſhe wanted Money. Vaneſius al- 
ways gave her what ſhe asked, in order to 
fix her Affection, but in vain; his Genero- 
ſity only gave Wing to her Infidelity, and 
ſhe was now to be found any where but at 
Home. Tired with attempting Impoſſibi- 
lities, Vanęſius very wiſely concluded, that 
to have a Share, though but a ſmall one, 
in her Love, was better than none at all; 
and therefore propoſed to her to take a 
Houſe, and Servants entirely her own, him- 
ſelf to be admitted only when ſhe pleaſed, 
This was readily enough aſſented to, and 
Vanefia thereupon threw herſelf inſtantly into 
a proper Situation to receive, entertain, and 
fupport all her Male Miſtreſſes; which ſhe 
now does in a Manner that no Subject of 

N the 
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the Grand Seignior's, nor, perhaps, his 
Highneſs himſelf, excels her in; and which 
ſhe . pretends is only to counteract thoſe 
white-headed Fellows in the Eaſt, who have 
the Impudence to imagine that they are ca-. 
pable of ſatisfying a dozen Ladies.—Here 
ends the firſt Part of the Comedy of the She- 


gallant : Or, The Turks beat at their own 
Weapons. 


IN 27, 


N · 27. 1 September 3. 1746. 


— 


HEN che Mercury ſinks in the 
Barometer, we uſually conclude the 
Air heavier; or, in other Words, moiſt 
Weather approaching. Among Men who 
give a falſe Swing to their Paſſions, it is 
uſually ſaid, that human Nature was always 
the ſame; by which we are to underſtand, 
that all Men are of the ſame Conſtitution and 
Turn of Thinking, give à ſimilar Looſe to 
their Inclinations, and like me, are always 
playing the Fool. If this were true, the op- 
poſing Virtue to Vice is a Diſtinction with- 
out a Difference; and conſequently, that 
there is no ſuch Thing in the World as a 
Man, who, in any Senſe, commands his 
Paſſions. 

It may, and J believe is very true, that 
the natural Paſſions operate in all Men with 
full Force and Vigour, in Proportion to the 
Strength or Weakneſs of their reſpective 


Conſtitutions and — of living; but it 
don't 


* 
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don't follow, that they always operate in 
the ſame Channel. The idle Man, with high 
Paſſions, is uſually a Debauchee ; while the 
Man, whoſe Head is turned to Buſineſs, has 
his Paſſions chiefly employed in a Road that 
renders them beneficial to himſelf, his Fa- 
mily, and the Community. In this the 
great End of Nature is anſwered, by pro- 
curing to each other mutual Benefits, and 
thereby eſtabliſhing Harmony, Good-will, 


and ſocial Love among Men. While the 


Debauchee, by loſing Sight of the great 
End of our Being, by contributing nothing 
towards any of theſe happy Purpoſes, but, 
vn the contrary, by a Conduct diſregardleſs 
of any Thing but the gratifying his Paſſions 
in a Way that can anſwer no uſeful End to 
the Community, by whom he is ſupported 
and protected, and conſequently has a Du- 
ty due on the cleareſt moral Principles, has 


not only no Right to the common Benefits 


of a Community, which he thereby tacitly 
diſclaims, but is laying a Foundation for 
undeſirable Penitence. In old Age at Thir- 
ty, attended with Pain and Wretchedneſs, 
with only this one ſingle Comfort, that all 

W. I. K Man- 
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Mankind are the ſame; of which Miſtake 
he can never be better convinced, than by 
ſieeing another Man at Seventy much young- 
er than himſelf. 

In this Light, human Life may be reſem- 
bled to a Barometer, which, as above, ſinks 
in heavy Weather, and all looks lowering 
about us; on the contrary, when the Air is 
light, it riſes again, and all is gay and ſhi- 
ning. As Men have a natural Right to 
judge for themſelves, ſo they make one to 
judge by themſelves; but he, who views 
Life in that narrow Compaſs, muſt almoſt 
always be miſtaken; it is like expecting to 
Eknov the Genius and Diſpoſition of Foreign- 
ers, by only converſing in one's own Fami- 
ly. Man muſt look into Man as well as in- 
to himſelf, or he can know nothing but of 
himſelf, which is next to knowing nothing. 
Aſtronomy is not learnt by ſhort Say- 
| ings, nor the Arts of Commerce by quaint 
Phraſes ; and therefore he who ſays that all 
Mankind are like himſelf, vicious, idle, &c, 
knows as little of them, as he does of the 


Means leading to his own ed and 
Welfare. 


I be- 
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I believe I need not tell my Reader, that 
a Nation, or Community, is a Number of 
Individuals aſſembled under one Kind of 
Government, for the mutual Benefit of each 
other; from which grand Principle, in Pro- 
portion as they deviate, they fall into a Kind 


of Individualiſation again; and thus un- 


twining, by Degrees, the Bands of ſocial 
Unity, they throw themſelves open and ex- 
poſed to the firſt connected Body of Men, 
that thinks it worth their while to make 
them their Slaves. The firſt idle Principle, 
of preſuming all Men equally weak with 


ourſelves, is the Baſis of another equally - 


weak and wicked, which is that of fancy- 
ing it quite indifferent under what Kind of 
Government we fall; not reflecting, that 
even if the Conquerors Form of Govern- 
ment was equally happy with our own, it 
would not operate alike upon the Conquer'd. 
Men generally love Power; and where can 
they ſo properly uſe it, as over thoſe they are 
Maſters ? Therefore, when I hear ſuch Rea- 
ſonings as theſe propagated by Engh/hmen, 
I can't help being Fool enough to conclude, 
that the Mercury 1s falling in the Barome- 
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ter of the State; and that we are fighting 
ſucceſsful Battles for no other End but to 
put off the evil Day ſome what longer, un- 
til ſuch villainous Principles are thoroughly 
imbibed into us by the Enemies of our Peace, 
and we are rightly prepared to receive the 
Chains forging for us by a People hereto- 
fore ſo completely deſpicable, and in them- 
ſelves, at this Time, ſo inſignificant, that 
we want nothing but the Spirit and Reſo- 
lution of our Anceſtors, with great Facili- 
ty, to turn the Tables upon them; and in- 
ſtead of whining about our Streets, that we 
muſt become Slaves to France, glory in 
treating that Nation with the Contempt 
ſuch a pitiful People merit; and not let a 
Pack of the moſt abject Creatures this Coun- 
try ever produced, devoted to their Follies, 
and ſunk in Idleneſs and Luxury, be able, 
by their falſe and ſilly Reaſonings, to whine 
and cry us into a tame Submiſſion to Slave- 
ry and Ruin. Let ſuch be marked as the 
worſt Kind of Jacobites, that firſt make 
themſelves Slaves to their Folly and Non- 
ſenſe, and then, like Satan in the Fifth Book 
of Millon's Paradiſe Laſt, be for drawing all 
| the 


N*27. The FOOL. 197 
the Happy after them. But let every ho- 
neſt Man, that loves himſelf, his Country, 
his Sovereign, or his Fame, act like the Se- 
raph Abdiel, who, as Milton ſpeaks— 


Among innumerable Falſe, unmovd, 

Unſhaken, unſeduc d, unterrify*d, 

His Loyalty be kept, his Love, his Zeal, 

Nor Number nor Example with him wrought 

To fwerve from Truth, or change his conſtant 
| Mind, 

Though ſingle, 
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Have obſerved ſomewhere in my Ram- 
bles a Coat of Arms, with this Motto, 
Steady, Steady, Upon Inquiry, I am in- 
formed, that it belongs to an Triſh Peer, 
who raiſed himſelf in the Royal Navy; 
where the Term Steady is ufed, when the 
Ship fails with the Wind large, by the 
Quartermaſter, who couns to the Helmſ- 
man, who anſwers him by the ſame Term, 
It ſeems, that, by this Term, is meant a 
Direction, to keep the Ship as near as poſs 
ſible to the Courſe aſſign'd, without De- 
viation ; or if, thro*- Negligence or Acci- 
dent, that happens, the Helmſman is check- 
ed with the Word, Starboard, or Port, as is 
found proper, to bring her ſteady. again. 
1 cart help wiſhing, that every Man, who 
meddles with the Helm of State, would 
learn to be ſo much a Seaman, as carefully 
to ſteer the Ship Ready ; and not render 
himſelf liable to be checked every Day by 
the 
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the Fool, who is the Quarter · maſter of the 
State, and obliged almoſt every Moment 
to call Starboard, or Port, or the Ship muſt 
be eternally out of her Courſe; and, by a 
Concatenation of Deviations, be ever wan- 
dering on the Ocean, without being able to 
attain the deſired Haven. 

I remember, when ſteady Meaſures were 
purſued, and, in Conſequence thereof, the 
Treaty of Worms made, a half-witted Ge- 
neration of the Buffoon Specie called it, A 
Treatiſe on Worms; which, in due Time, 
has operated upon them, as his own Poiſon 
did on the Bowels of the moſt Holy Body 
of the Father of Cæſar Borgia. Theſe 
Worms, to ſpeak in their own Buffoon Taſte, 
are now gnawing at their Entrails, and they 
are happily puniſh'd with their own Non- 
ſenſe. Victory, Glory, an entire Change-of + 
the Face of Affairs in Europe, has been the 
plain and natural Conſequence of this once 
idly contemned Treaty of Vorms; and it is 
now ſenſibly felt of what Weight the King 
of Sardinia is in the Balance of Power, and 
conſequently, of what Importance he muſt 

SS.” have 
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have been, if he had been diſobliged in the 
Circumſtances of that Treaty, and, at that 
critical Juncture, united himſelf with two 
powerful Armies of our Enemies, which 
were even long Victorious, tho* he n 
oppoſed them. 

I wiſh every Engliſoman, who thinks or 
reflects a Moment, would but caſt his Eyes 
a little backward, and ſurvey what muſt 
have been the natural Reſult of the Houſe 
of Auſtria's being ruined, while a regular 
Scheme was on Foot to have invaded this 
Country more Ways than one; as our Ene- 
mies could eaſily have effected, had not the 
Impediment to their Affairs in 7taly put a 
full Stop to their Career, and obliged them 
to turn their Arms another Way, If this 
was not clear as Light I would not urge it; 
what a Handful of Men did do, is ſuffici- 
ently to ſhow what they had been capable 
of doing, if duly ſupported. Now obſerve 
the Reſult, thoſe Men who laughed at the 
Treaty of Worms, when they came to find 
- out its Rectitude, and how aptly it anſwer- 
ed, ſeemed inclined rather to ſacrifice their 

own. 
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own Reaſon, their Honour, and their Coun» 
try's Intereſt, than to ſuffer it to have its 
due Effect; and to this End began to cry 
up the Bleſſings of Peace. The honeſt Ma- 
riners Steady, Steady, was heard no more : 
The Ship of State was, as the Seamen phraſe 
it, yawed to and fro, when the Helmſman 
was check*d for his bad Steerage, and the 
fatal Conſequences obſerved to him; in par- 
ticular, that it was impoſſible ever to gain 
the Haven of Tranquillity and Repoſe by 
ſuch wild and inconſiſtent Steerage. He 
only ſurlily replied, A flattering Calm an- 
ſwers my Purpoſe better than a ſecure Ha- 
ven; even rough Weather, and the turbu- 
lent Ocean, are not my Enemies, ſince there 
I am Helmſman ſtill; but ſhould we get 
ſafe into Port, I may be eſteemed uſeleſs, 
laid aſide, and forgot. If the Fool of a Quar- 
termaſter ſtill perſiſted to coun Steady, Stea- 
dy; inſtead of anſwering, he complained of- 
the Gripes, and that Worms were gnawing 
out his Bowels; and of a ſudden, taking 
the Advantage of the Quarter-maſter's ha- 
ving turn'd his Back, the Ship was brought 
cloſe to the Wind, when, being aſked the 

K 5 | Rea- 
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Reaſon of abſolutely changing his Courſe, 
he bid the Enquirers look out in the Winds 
Eye for Breda, the Port he intended for ; 
and when he found his Declaration create 
a univerſal Murmur thro? the whole Ship's 
Company, who agreed, one and all, that 
the Ship would be certainly wrecked on the 
ſhelvy Coaſt of Holland, and ſeemed deter- 
mined to ſign a Round Robin, and preſent 
it to the Captain: He dextrouſly prevail*d 
on one of his own Meſſmates to hold the 
Helm, for a Pretence till he got a Dram, 
who was to throw the Ship again into her 
right Courſe, and to anſwer to the Directi- 
ons of Steady, Steady. The End of all this 
ſeemed to be, that he had got a Factor at 
Breda, whom he knew would conſider his 
Intereſt, more than that of the Owners; 
and it was immaterial how the Cargo was 
fold, ſo that a few privately: leagued toge- 
ther in the ſame Meſs, kept their Poſts, and 
made their Fortunes; but as that was not 
to be effected againſt the general Outcry, 
the beſt Face was to be put upon the Mat- 
ter, and the Ship of State played the Fool 
with, 
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with, until a proper Opportunity preſented 


to attain the Point aimed at. | 
All Figures aſide, What is the End of 
Peace, but a ſettled Tranquillity and Repoſe 
to all Parties indifferently ? which is never 
to be acquired, while a fixed and known 
Enemy has Power to diſturb it. To op- 


poſe ſuch an Enemy, is the ſole Means of 


Preſervation, if ſucceſsful ; if not, Men do 
their beſt, and there is an End of the Diſ- 
pute. But if they ſucceed ? Is it not a So- 


leciſm in Common Senſe to leave their Work 


unfiniſhed ? When they have conquered a 
Danger or Difficulty, to leave it there to 
riſe up in Judgment againſt them again, 
and put them to the ſame Trouble, Hazard, 
and Charge as before? What Man in his 
Senſes would do this in common Life? 


Would he pardon a Gang of Robbers, who 


had ſeveral Times robbed, or attempted to 


rob him * If he did, to what End, but to 
merit being robbed again? The World 
would certainly ſay, that ſuch a Man was. 


mad, How much is he leſs ſo in a politi- 


cal * who ſuffers the common Rob- 
bers 
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bers of Europe to glory in their Roguery, 
and triumph in their Wickedneſs? 

If Men would but lay aſide a Moment 
all Kind of Prejudice, the Film would that 
Inſtant fall off their Eyes, and they could 
not help ſeeing the Neceſſity of ſacrificing 
every Thing to our future Safety. He is a 
bad Politician that does not know the Rea- 
ſon why the French muſt be always beat in 
the Event : He muſt neither have read, 
thought, conſidered, or calculated, that 
does not know this to a moral Certainty. 
Their grand Efforts are made at firſt, and 
thence forward, if ſteadily oppoſed, grow 
continually weaker ; which is the very op- 
polite of almoſt every other Nation, It 
follows, that to oppoſe, is to beat them; 
and to prevent future Miſchief, when down 
to Keep them ſo, is the true Road to Tran- 
quillity and Repoſe. 

Our Commerce, our Happineſs, all that 
is dear and valuable to us, is now at Stake: 
It is the dear, the ſacred Criſis, the critical 
Moment, the tender Juncture, wherein De- 
ſtruction hangs over us like a big Cloud on 
the one Hand; on the other, where Glo- 


iy 
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ry and Honour, Tranquillity and Proſpe- 
rity united, court us to their ſmiling Em- 
brace. Delenda eſt Cartbago, is their illuſ- 
trious Motto; and it reſts on ourſelves, 
from this Moment, whether to be happy or 
miſerable, —Who then is that Man who 
dare to ſpeak for Peace, when the de- 
termined Enemy of our Repoſe is on the 
Point of being hurried into Oblivion ? 
Will he preſume to do this, and acquit 
himſelf of being leagued with the com- 
mon Enemy, and a Fautor of the late Re- 
bellion ? Will he, covered under the Sanc- 
tion of idle Pretences of the Public Ser- 
vice, think thus to carry his Point? No, 
rather turn all the Thunder on his own 
Head, and be whurled precipitately into 
Perdition, there to remain doubly puniſh- 
ed by the innate Sting of his own Conſci- 
ence, and ſurrounding Furies; and remain 
in ſo much a worſe State than other Crimi- 
nals, as that he will not even have a Pretence 
to command our Pity. 
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am 


1 


N the common Courſe of Things, all 
Mankind are like me playing the Fool, 
though .in different Shapes and Appearan- 
ces; ſome to a better Purpoſe, many to a 
worſe, and ſome to no Purpoſe at all. Hu- 
man Nature is nearly the ſame in all Per- 
ſons, and, conſequently, the natural Geni- 
us of Men much alike, that are without ac- 
cidental Injuries, and in good Health. The 
apparent Difference ariſes only from Con- 
verſation, Reading, Manner of Living, and 
other ſuch-like chance Occurrences, which 
rather contribute to make another Man, than 
expreſs the Difference of Underſtandings 
naturally ſubſiſting. When a Beau or a 

Critic reads this, he will poſſibly be very 
angry at my Preſumption, in putting the 
Ale-houſe Boy over the Way on a Parity 
of Underſtanding with him. Yet did ei- 
ther him or him but know, out of what 
ſceming _ Stuff either of thoſe Cha- 
racters 
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racters may preſently be made, neither 
could help reflecting, that in Juſtice, the 
| Ale-houſe Boy is only myured by the Com- 
pariſon. Let us go higher, examine this 
poor Boy, and you will find his Senſes 
clear, and his Memory perfect; conſe- 
quently, give him Means and Attention, 
and you ſee him an eminent Lawyer, ſooth- 
ing his Clients into Confuſion and Diſcord, 
a Deputy-Miniſter of State, or Stock-job- 
ber, laying Schemes to plunder the Pub- 
lic; an Inſurer, contriving Ship-News to 
raiſe his Price; a Military Man, projecting 
how to make his Poſt a Sine Cure; a Ma- 
thematician, ſtudying for other People; or, 
a Prieſt, ſcheming for a Biſhopric, juſt as 
he happens to take the Biaſs. From whence 
I ſhall beg Leave to conelude, that this 
Boy wants not Parts equal to any of thoſe, 
the moſt ſhining in their reſpective Profeſ- 
ſtons, though Means may never preſent to 
give him an Opportumty of making a Fi- 
gure in either, Men, in what ſeems im- 
mediately to regard themſelves, reaſon 
from Pride, or Conceit, or both, and are 
therefore blind to this kind of Argument 

hence 
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hence they either cannot, or will not con- 
ceive, that though Jack is a dull Boy, in 
what that they would have him be wiſe, 
yet that he is capable of being very wiſe in 
what they do not chuſe he ſhould learn, 
If the wiſe Men, who had the firſt Direction 
of Sir Iſaac Newton's Studies, miſtook his 
Genius and impoſed on him the Study of 
Poetry ; inſtead of the greateſt Mathema- 
_ tician of this or any other Age, we had been 
damned perhaps with one of the worſt Poets 
that ever breathed, and by our not being 
capable of entering into his natural Capaci- 
ty, we ſhould have concluded him a very 
great Blockhead, when by taking a Turn 
rightly ſuited to his Genius, he became an 
Honour to human Nature, and his Fame 
will probably live co-equal with Time. 
When we call a Man dull or heavy, we 
really mean, though we often don't know 
it, that he is a wiſe Man, that his Tongue 
don't run before his Wit ; that he is cau- 
tious, regular, and guarded, and that he will 
underſtand Things well, before he will pre- 
ſumetothink that he underſtands them; while 
we rattle-brained Fools take every Thing for 

granted 
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granted the Inſtant it ſtrikes the Senſes, and 


run away with it, before we are ſure that 
we have got it, which is generally the Caſe 
of all your Men of Fire. But even here the 
Genius is not bad, it only wants Buſineſs e- 
nough to employ it, judicioufly contrived, 
to work it down, and bring it to its right 
Senſes z to that Equilibrium of Dullneſs, 
which the naturally Dull more readily ſhine 
in. Lord Flame bullies about at a ſtrange 
Rate it is true, and talks not only as if he 
was mad himſelf, but as if he would make 
every Body. elſe ſo that hears him. This 


young Lord lives too high, which inflames 


his Spirits beyond a regular Coaction with 
his natural Underſtanding ; by this Means 


the Counter-balance plays falſe, and wants 


the School of Adverſity only to ſet all right, 
That once operating to Effect, we ſhould 
hear no more of all Mankind being Fools 
but himſelf; his Senſes would be duly re- 
ftored, and he would become a Man. There 
is my Siſter Jenny a Lady full of vaſt De- 
ſigns, ſhe has all the Riches of the Univerſe 
in her Imagination, and all the Benevolence 
af the moſt generous Princes in her Heart; 

: * 
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ſhe never reads a fine Poem, but ſhe imme- 
diately determines to fend the Author a 
Thouſand Guineas ; in the "pleaſing Reve- 
rie ſhe lives a few Moments, feels. for her 
empty Purſe, and in an Inſtant all the Ma- 
jeſty of her Deſigns vaniſhes into Air. To 
bring this Lady into her right Senſes, a 
Way muſt be found to ſeparate Fancy from 
Senſe, and the beſt Means I know to that 
End, is to oblige her to learn Euclid's Ele- 
ments. You fee, gentle Reader, by theſe 
Inſtances, that Nature acts her Part judici- 
ouſly, and that it is owing to incidental Oc- 
currences only, that all our Fellow-Crea- 
tures are not equally wiſe in outward Ap- 
pearances, though eſſentially ſo in Nature. 
If the narrow Limits I am preſcribed would 
permit it, I could illuſtrate this Reaſoning 
by an Infinity of Inſtances z but to modeſt 
Men, who are not apt to ſet too great a Va- 
lue on their own Underſtandings, I have ſaid 
enough; and as to Men of a contrary Turn, 
if they won't conſent to look into themſelves, 
J ſhall- find it difficult to perſuade them to 
inſpect into the Nature and Reaſon of Things. 

A Man's Underſtanding, i in this Caſe, is the 


ten- 
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tendereſt Thing to touch imaginable; and 
it is never more ſharply touched than when 
you would perſuade him that another Man 
is as wiſe as himſelf. This is too much for 
human Nature to bear, and it is upon this 
Principle that Men in Power reaſon, when 
they employ their bluſtering Agents to bul- 
ly Mankind into a ſteady Faith, that all 
Senſe is centered in Power, and therefore 
whenever the Fool takes it into his Head to 


ſhow them their Folly, that he is then a Fool 
indeed. 


458 
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HE following two Letters have been 
1 fome Time before me: The Firſt is 


on a Subject which I much wiſh both Sides 


would let alone, more eſpecially as it is ſo 
odly handled, and ſince the great Means of 
Peace amongſt ourſelves is in the Hands of 
the Government, and the executive Power 
operating, as it has a Right to do, by the 
Nature of our Conſtitution ; in which Cafe 
I doubt not in the leaſt of that being done 
which is right and juſt z and I don't con- 
ceive what it ſignifies to diſpute about ei- 
ther the Nature or Reaſon of Mercy, unlefs 
to fill our Papers with ſuch Kind of Argu- 
ment, as while it anſwers no End, can in 
no Senſe delight in the Reading ; and there- 
fore I hope the Gentleman, who writes with 
us, will be content to think, that he has 
{aid enough on the Subject. 

The Second Letter, if true, has ſome- 


thing in the Occaſion of its being wrote, 


that's 
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that's Ertre mely weak, mean, and fooliſh ; 
and though I don't at all doubt, but we ſhould 
have been miſerable enough if the Rebels 
had ſucceeded, yet I ſee no Right any Man 
has to behave in private Company with In- 
ſolence and Inhumanity, becauſe they are in 
this Caſe the Principles of Cowardice and ill 
Manners. If the honeft Man imagines Cru- 
elty to be Wit, or that his Preaching over 
' a Criminals Liver is a proper Entertain- 
ment for plain Men, who come together to 
be ſocially gay ; he in the firſt Place miſ- 
takes his own Talent, which is purely 
Accompts, and taking Care to have Wit 
enough to caſt a true Balance. In the ſe- 
cond Place he miſtakes human Nature, 
which is not apt to delight in melancholy 
Subjects ; if he expects to better his For- 
tune by it, he reflects a little too ſeverely on 
his Superiors, who I dare ſay would rather 
make him eat it ; and if they do not, as his 
Principles are Cannibal, I think the Com- 
pany ſhould put him to that Teſt of his 
Loyalty. 


SIR, 
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S IR, . 
With your Conveniency pleaſe to inſert what 
| | follows. 8 
IN CE. my Brother Fool has fairly own- 

ed in the Daily Advertiſer, about Ten 
Days ſince, that human Judgments cannot 
be taken as final, or perfect, and complete, 


I readily agree to leave the Conteſt between 


us as it ſtands to be impartially adjudged 


by other People: But having been lately 


inform*d, that the Jacobites are extremely 
buſy, under Hand, in ſtirring up and ſpread- 
ing the very ſame Spirit, where with my 


Brother ſeems to be moved, viz. To de- 


ſtroy every Rebel condemned by Law 
without Delay, or ſuffering any one to eſ- 
cape the Puniſhment awarded; I deſire like- 
wiſe it may be freely ſubmitted to public 
Judgment, which of us two has the beſt 


Claim to the Character of a loyal, obedient, 
and loving Subject to King George, he that 


openly commends Lenity to a Prince, as 
both a Chriſtian and an heroic Virtue, or he 
who arrogantly takes upon him to proclaim 
the contrary, by inſiſting on a ſtrict Execu- 
tion 
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tion of the utmoſt Severity of the Law, as 
an indiſpenſable Duty on the Civil Power; 
not at all reflecting, that by our preſent 
happy Conſtitution, it is the King's right- 
ful and unlimited Prerogative, to act by 
himſelf on all ſuch Occaſions, as beſt ſuits 
with his own generous Good-will and royal 
Mind, without Contradiction or Controul 
of any Kind whatſoever ; but Fools will al- 
ways be meddling with what don't belong 


to them, | 
Mr. J. Grifith., 
I, | 
NE J-, belonging to the B—k, 


diſturbs a Company of good honeſt 
Cocks every Night, at an Alehouſe in 
Prince*s-Street, near the Bank, by taking 
out of his Pocker a Piece of one of the Man- 
cheſter Rebels Liver, which he always car- 


' ries about him to ſhew his Loyalty, and in- 


duce many innocent good-natured People to 


judge as barbarous and as inhuman as him- _ 


ſelf, I am to beg of you, good Sir, in the 
Name of thoſe Gentlemen, who are fo great- 
ly offended at the above Behaviour, that 

you 
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you will requeſt of your Fool to give him a 
Lecture on ſuch Proceeding, as it tends to 
deſtroy Society, and even Humanity itſelf. 
And we flatter ourſelves with a Compliance, 
inaſmuch as your Fool is the only Perſon that 
ſeems to have an honeſt Look-out at pre- 
ſent after the Good of his Country, I am, 


SIR, 
Nour much eſteemed Friend, &c. 
A Humaniſt, 


. 
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F human Reaſon could in any Senſe be 
rendered perfect, our argumentative Fa- 
culties would act within a very narrow Com- 
paſs, and be confined within very cloſe 
Bounds. But as our Reaſon is rather given 
us to anſwer the neceſſary Purpoſes of Life, 
to diſtinguiſh one common Thing from an- 
other, and to guard us againſt the uſual 
Incidents and Accidents, whereto, in the u- 
ſual Courſe of Things, our Natures are li- 
able, than to render us, in diſputable Mat- 
ters, clear and deciſive ; ſo our argumenta- 
tive Faculties have neither Bounds nor Cer- 
tainty, and therefore rather operate by Pre- 
judice than Reaſon, From hence it hap- 
pens, that the ſame Fool, that pleaſes in the 
City, is condemned at the other End of the 
Town; and ſo on the contrary, as the Na- 
ture of the Argument happens to fall in 
with the Taſte here or there. The Fool 
can't be in the Right at George's Coffee- 
. L Houſe 
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Houſe in the Hay-market, or in any of the 

Haunts or Reſorts of Courtiers, or military 
Men, when he intermeddles either with 
them, or their Deputy-Maſter ; becauſe 
their ſlaviſh and ſelf-intereſted Principles in- 
ſtrut them to think him infallible, at leaſt 
ſo long as he favours them. On the other 
Side, to ſpeak againſt Stockjobbing in ſome 
Quarters of the City, though the Practice 
is evidently infamous, yet the detecting and 


expoſing it is certainly very fooliſh. To 
reflect on Vices, public and notorious, is 


criminal in the Eyes of Multitudes. To 
moraliſe, is preſuming to enter on a, Pro- 
vince that ſome Men have aſſumed to them- 
ſelves 3 nay, they have read Books about it, 
and therefore muſt only know it. Divini- 
ty is the Buſineſs of a particular Set of Peo- 
ple by Law, and the Theory of Trade on- 
ly known to the Merchant. Politics are the 
peculiar Province of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer; and Verſification only underſtood 
by the Poet-Laureat. To criticiſe on Wri- 
ters, is properly the Province of thoſe who 
have only ſtudied Dreſs, and indeed it is 

impoſſible for any Body elſe to be Judges. 
: The 
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The Board of Works only underſtand Ar- 
chitecture, and I, the Fool, to talk Nonſenſe. 
In this Light, every Man muſt only reaſon 
in his own Province, and herd together as 
the Indians do in their reſpective Caſts. E- 
very Coffee-Houſe muſt carry the Signature 
of this or that peculiar Tribe, and common 
Converſation be baniſhed human Society. 
But as this would pleaſe every Body in one 
Light, ſo it would be worſe than Death to 
them in another. No Man will allow ano- 
ther to have any Idea of his Trade, Buſi- 
neſs, or Employment, but it muſt be al- 
lowed him to know every Body's. 
Argument they will tell you is founded 
on Reaſon, but generally on no Body's Rea- 
ſon but their own. Modeſty, Benevolence, 
and Condeſcenſion has no Share therein 
while Pride and Inſolence, triumphant and 
ſuperb, raiſes a gentle Fall to a big Caſcade, 
and bears down all before it. Thus that 
beautiful Faculty of the Soul, called Rea- 
ſon, which ſeems intended to elevate human 
Nature above the Brute Standard, is level- 
led below it, by Pride, Paſſion, and Pre- 
judice z and, as Shakeſpear phraſes it, Out 
L 2 of 
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of this Diſcord, I trace no Concord; but that, 
as all Men think thoſe they converſe with 
Fools, T am not the only Fool in Great-Bri- 
tain. | 

The late Rebellion has produced a Set 
of Arguments, that has quite frightened 
Reaſon out of its Wits. The firſt Diſpute 
is, Whether it ought to be deemed a Re- 
bellion, or was only intended as a Revolu- 
tion. If the giving different Names to the 
ſame Thing would alter the Nature of 
Things, there might be ſome Argument in 
this. But who in the Name of Nonſenſe 
ever doubted, that this, or any other Re- 


bellion, ever intended any Thing but a Re- 


volution ? And therefore how the Intention 
of a Revolution can in any Senſe palliate 


the Wickednels of a Rebellion, is very dif- 


ficult to find out; as it is, why a Revolu- 
tion ſhould be intended, that not T wo-thou- 
ſand out of perhaps Ten-millions ſeemed to 
deſire ; though that Two-thouſand, or per- 


| haps not above Two-hundred, could draw, 


or command, a great Number of innocent 
People after them. The comparing this 
intended Revolution with what happened, 
on 
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on the Landing of the Prince of Orange, is 
making the general Senſe of the Nation, 
and not the general Senſe, the ſame 
Thing; as both, in the reſpective Caſes, 
were clear and apparent. The Intent of 
one was to preſerve our Laws, Religion, 
and Rights ; of the other, to deſtroy them 3 
and for a Nation to revolt, in order to be 
made Slaves, would have been as new, as 
unheard of. Pretences of another Kind were 
doubtleſs made uſe of in the laſt Caſe, but 
to what End? If Liberty was promiſed us, 
ſince we are in Poſſeſſion of that, which 
was not the Caſe of the People who were 
to bring us this new Liberty, for they were 
generally born Slaves, and not enfranchiſed 
upon the entering on this ridiculous Scheme, 
But had that been the Caſe, and the Act 
had ſuited: the Intention, it could have a- 
mounted to no more, than if, in private 
Life, a Man had been perſuaded to change 
his Guinea for another Guinea; and there 
this wiſe Reaſoning ends. If, as ſome others 
pretend, they came to cure Bribery and 
Corruption, they- certainly came out of a 

| | L 3 wrong 
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wrong Corner, both Head and Tail. To 
bring a Cure for Bribery and Corruption 
from Rome or Scotland is quite a new 
Thought, and ſomething very particular in 
attempting to effect it by a People wholly 
neceſſitous. The Reaſon of their coming 
we were perfectly well acquainted with z 
but, if we had not, they muſt have con- 
cluded us effectually mad to have been biaſ- 
ſed by ſuch Stuff as this. In the whole it 
anſwered, as in the natural Courſe of 
Things it muſt have done; and if the Par- 


ties engaged, expected a ſupernatural Aid, 
their Reaſons could be only known to theme 


ſelves. 


The next Diſpute, and at preſent more 
general, is, Whether either of the behead- 
ed Lords died Heroes, and which of them 
the greateſt Hero? For my Part I cannot 
conceive how it's poſſible to ſolve this Queſ- 
tion to univerſal Satisfaction, becauſe we 
are not agreed in the firſt Principle, and 
ſtill leſs in the Motives of Action. It is not 
agreed, whether Death ought to be feared, 
or not. The Man that declines a Duel, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe it is againſt the Laws of his Country, 
is doubtleſs a Man of Courage; which is 
not the Caſe with him who declines it pure- 
ly through Fear of the Event. Here both 
decline, but upon very different Motives : 
The knowing of the Motives makes the 
Difference; when being ignorant of them 
cauſes a Similitude, Again, two Men are 
puniſhed for a Breach of the Law ; one be- 
lieves a future State, is ſenſible of the Crime, 
repents, and fears to die; the Reaſon may 
be, becauſe he may not think his Puniſh- 
ment a ſufficient Compenſation for his Crime, 
as to hereafter, and therefore fears with 
good Reaſon. The other has nothing a- 
bout a future State in his Head, has conſi- 
dered the Stroke of Death as little more than 
the Prick of a Pin, and being without hopes 
of Reprieve, may eaſily determine to leave 
the World unconcerned. In this Light, 
how ſhall we do to ſatisfy Mankind, which 
was the greateſt Hero ? Education, or Ha- 
bit of Thinking, will, in this Caſe, make 
a great Difference in our Opinions; though 
I conceive that moſt People will think, 

L 4 that 
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that there is nothing of Heroiſm in the Mat- 
ter. i 
Jam aware, that every Body that med- 
dles with this Subject is ſure of being in the 
Right, and determines arbitrarily upon it; 
and yet I believe one may venture to ſay, 
without Breach of Modeſty, that no Body 
knows any Thing of the Matter, We can 
reaſon truly from nothing but Objects of 
Sight, and even then may be miſtaken, 
How much more ſo when we attempt, 
from the outward Viſage only, to reach the 
| ſecret Receſſes of the Heart, the Burnings 
and Corrodings there. For my Part I con- 
ceive Heroiſm cannot appear by a ſingle, 
but by a Chain of Actions; and much leſs 
when 1t is. moſt generally, agreed, that a 
Man, deſpairing of Lite, leaves it ſeeming- 
ly unconcerned, for a bad Cauſe ; which in 
the Caſe before us ſome may diſpute, but 
they will find it difficult to diſprove. 


3 
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LL Revolutions and Changes in Go-. 
vernment are moſt carefully to be 
avoided, and are only to be juſtified by ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity, when it is impoſſible for 
the natural Conſtitution longer to ſubſiſt ; 
and the Juſtice and Neceſlity can then only 
appear by a great Majority of the People 
engaging in it. In other Caſes, when Re- 
volutions happen, they are always for the 
worſe, becauſe founded on ſelf- intereſted 
Views, and the Ambition of Parties and 
particular Men ; which was a good deal 
the Caſe of that which happened in Charles 
the Firſts Time, and produced among the 
People an uncertain and bloody War. The 
Intention of many who firit oppoſed the 
Meaſures of the Court was extremely juſt; 
but, as the Situation of Things were capa- 
ble of being remedied without a Revoluti- 
on, if ſelf-intereſted and ambitious Men on 
both Sides could have ſuffered their own 
L 5 pri- 
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private Views to have ceded to the Pub- 
lic Good ; but, as that was not the Caſe, a 


| Revolution only enſued by Accident, and 


that begot another, and ſo on, till the po- 
litical Changes were quite rung through, 


Ambition harraſſed to Death, every Body 


attempting, and no Body ſucceeding, the 
Stream of Power, after a Variety of Wan- 
derings, returned into its old Channel again, 


and, after an immenſe Expence of Blood 
and Treaſure, we fell into our firſt State, 


but little mended. 

The Revolution, that 3 on the 
Coming in of the Prince of Orange, differ- 
ed eſſentially from this; Matters being 
really in ſo bad a State, chat even the Crown 
could not ſupport itſelf with an entire re- 
gular ſtanding Army at Command; which, 
and the Tranquillity enſuing thereupon, is 
ſufficient Proof, not only that it was ne- 
ceſſary and proper, but that a very great 
Majority of all Ranks and Degrees of Peo- 
ple aſſented to, and united to bring it a- 
bout. In this Light, No-body can fairly 
deny the Juſtice, Neceſſity, and Reaſon- 
ableneſs of that Revolution, without en- 
| tering 
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tering into the particular Merits, too diffu- 
five for the Compaſs of this Paper. 

From which ſlight Remarks, I ſhall beg 
Leave to draw this obvious Inference, That 
all Revolutions attempted in a State, that do 
not operate to Effect, without Confuſion 
and Bloodſhed, are wicked and abomin- 
able, are not founded on the Senſe of the 
People, therefore not juſt. Their Baſis is 
Ambition, created by ſuch Views as can 
in no Senſe coincide with the Nature and 
End of Government, the Reaſon of Things, 
or the Public Good ; and, therefore, when 
attempted, juſtly deemed wicked, as be- 
ing immoral, and, conſequently, merit- 


ing the ſevereſt Puniſhments. 


There is a vaſt Difference between Po 
ple 1 in Power committing Errors, and lay- 
ing purpoſed Schemes to ruin the People, 
by robbing them of their Rights and natu- 
ral Liberty ; the beſt Men are not infallible, 


and the worſt would only be thought ſo. 


Therefore, when ſuch Fools as myſelf ſpeak 
or write againſt People in Power, it is up- 
on a Preſumption rather, that they have 
bad Heads, than bad Hearts ; and, there- 

L 6 fore, 
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fore, would put them on Fools Heads to 
make them wiſer. By this we ſhow, that 


we deſire the Public Good purſued in the 


Hands it is ; not ſeeking Revelution, but 
Wiſdom, Diligence, and Attention, as Eſ- 
ſentials to the Public Good ; hoping, that 
every Man is able to make the Diſtinction 
between Warning People to act as becomes 


them, and that of Cutting their Throats. 


I am obliged to make theſe Remarks, 
that I may not be miſtaken for one of thoſe 
Fools, who, either from Bigotry to Te- 
nets that have no Foundation in Truth or 
Senſe, or from an Ambition to be great, at 
the Expence of the Public Welfare and 
Repoſe, fall down and worſhip the Head 
of an Talian Idol, a new Baal-Peor, foiſted 
in upon the Jſraelites, which never had 


Honour in its own Country; one of the 


graven Images of our good Friends the 
French, deſigned by his Holineſs the Pope, 


and ſold publicly in London, with this ſil- 


ly Inſcription, whereby is only to be di- 
ſtinguiſhed the Agorens from the Adored, 
It runs thus: 


En 
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En tibi me ſculptum, fi ſculptum poſcis in 
ere, 


Inſculpas cordi me precor ipſe tuo. 


Which I take to be the Work of ſome fo- 
reign Doctor, by the Peculiarity of the La- 
tin; the true Engliſh whereof is, The Pope 
made me, the French grav'd me; and, there- 
fore, Every Engliſhman, that loves me, muſt 
wear me at his Heart; and, I think, a wiſer 
Reaſon for an Engliſhman's Love of an Ita- 
lian Idol could not eaſily have been given. 
But what a Pack of Fools do theſe bigotted 
Foreigners take us poor Enghſbmen for ? 
And what delightful Idea do they give us 
of the Diligence and Care of our delegated 
Magiſtracy, when ſuch Things are ſuffered 
to be publicly expoſed to Sale ; the Fun- 
damentals of our excellent Conſtitution, 
and the Honour of our Sovereign, to be 
laughed at and attacked with Impunity ; 
the Idol of a bigotted and beſotted Faction 
ſold at every Print-ſhop, at a Time when 
the very People, who adore it, are at the 
Feet of the Throne, imploring Mercy for 
having engaged in his pernicious Practi- 

ces ? 
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ces? This is. what, I dare ſay, no Age nor 
Time'can equal, and is changing the Beau- 
ty of Liberty into the Uglineſs of licenti- 
ous Madneſs; as if it was not enough to 
have laboured for a Scene of Blood and 
Confuſion ; but, after being defeated, and 
at Mercy, flying in the Face of Power, 
and bidding it open Defiance. 

Either there is ſomething at the Bottom 
of all this more than common Eyes ſee, or 
Rage and Deſpair has rendered theſe poor 
Creatures quite blind. The Gentlemen, to 
whom Power is delegated, may think as 
ſlightly of this, and other Matters, a lit- 
tle too common, as they pleaſe ; but they 
muſt excuſe us, if we, who love our 
King and Conſtitution, have very different 
Thoughts of the Matter. They may pre- 
tend that the Fool and his Copatriots are 
of another Stamp, but the World knows 
better; and every Day's Fool ſhall evince 
the contrary, as well as that we really love 
ſome People, better than they love them- 
ſelves; like faithful Watchmen, conſtant- 
ly warning them of approaching Evils, 
and without expecting the leaſt Returns; 

ever 
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ever wiſhing them to be more on their 
Guard, both for their own Sake, and for 
that of the Conſtitution, which has been of 


late too deſperately ſtruck at, NY to paſs 
our Remembrance. 


The anonymous Letter, that ſpeaks of 
ſome Indecencies in Company, and pro- 
miſes future Hints, we don t clearly under- 
ſtand. 

The Burleſque Ballad of my Brother 
Gubbins 18 not approved of, as it not only 
ſtrikes too directly, but names the Perſon, 
which was not the Caſe of that humorous 
Ode to Mother Gunter. I own the Ballad 
of Mr. Gubbins is prettily wrote, but I 
would no more encourage a direct Satire 
on a bad Poet, than I would on a Beggar. 


K 
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N theſe Times of Political Altercation, 
a Man of my Turn enjoys a Holiday 
with as high a Reliſh as e'er a Prentice-Boy 
or Maid- Servant within the Bills of Mor- 
tality. I remember to have obſerved when 
at Chatham, that the Workmen of the King's 
Yard chiefly employed their vacant Time 
from common Labour, in being more than 
ordinary laborious ; and ſweated themſelves 
at certain hard Work, which they called 
Play, in order, as I ſuppoſe, to keep their 
Limbs in Practice; and that, by labouring 
hard in what they called Diverſion, they 
might make a Diverſion of what they called 
Work, This is truly the Nature of the 
Fool's Holiday; my natural Taſk, and what 
I eſteem Labour, requires not half ſo much 
Care and Attention as what I call Diverſion; 
yet, as I eſteem it a Diverſion, I can*t ho- 
neſtly call it Labour, 


My 
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My Political Labours I more particular- 
ly eſteem Work, becauſe in them I am e- 
ternally plagued with the ungratefut Task 
of finding Fault with thoſe whom the 
World uſually ſtyle my Betters; that is to 
ſay, they are who have got more Money 
by playing the Fool than I have, and have 
reached great Poſts, purely becauſe they 
were not too wiſe for thoſe who intereſted 
themſelves in their Advancement. When 
therefore I retire from politically hammer- 


ing on theſe, I uſually divert myſelf by 
turning my Thoughts on Matters of a more 


amiable Nature, and labour, by Way of 
Play, on the Subjects of Love, Mirth, and, 
if I can reach ſo far, now and then attempt 

to be witty ; but that only by the Way. 
There are two Gentlemen who have given 
themſelves the Trouble of endeavouring to 
aſſiſt me in entertaining the Town To-day : 
The one ſeems very converſant in the Pur- 
lieus of Covent. Garden; which is a Place 
whereto, when People go on certain Occa- 
ſions, they uſually leave their Heads at 
Home, as having no Uſe for that Part of 
the Body, and, conſequently, move about 
; like 
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like the Ghoſts of executed Criminals. This 
Gentleman, who, in Imitation of Horace, 
profeſſes himſelf paſt the Love of Women, 
yet keeps the Taint, is, tho? without Abi- 
lities, in love with one Fanny Murray, who, 
I ſuppoſe by what follows, is a Lady of 
ſome Conſequence in thoſe Regions. The 
other I conceive to be a Man, that knows 
as little of Covent-Garden as he does of him- 
elf, being at this Seaſon of the Year in love 
with Amarinthia, I confeſs I know not 
who this Amarintbia is, but if ſhe be a Wo- 
man of any Conſequence, I wiſh he would 
put off his Amour to the enſuing May, 
when the Virgin Heart unfreezes, and Na- 
ture leaps for Joy in the Maiden Breaſt, I 
beg the Gentleman's 'Pardon for intruding 
my Advice upon him; but he will find, 
that a Winter wiſely paſt in ſober Exerciſes, 
and good Living, will bring him with ime 
proved Grace into the Preſence of his dear 
Amarinthia, and double the Pleaſures of the 
enſuing Spring, the only Seaſon in this Cli- 
mate for making ſucceſsful Love; where- 
in I doubt not, as a pretty Fellow, and a 
Poet, he will be very happy. 4 
| ne 
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The firſt Ode is introduced, as it is pre- 
ſumed, by a ſecond Hand; wherein the 
Author ſeems to wiſh, thas Mr. Tomkins, 
who favoured us ſome Time ſince with the 
Ode to Lyce, would not forget, that the 
Town expects to be further obliged. To 
which I can only ſay, that it is Mr. Tom- 
kin's own Fault if he does not command 
this Paper as often as he pleaſes to write 
fuch Odes, with this only Exception, that 
he muſt either ſend them early, or not be 
peremptory for the next Day. There are 
ſome few Words in the following Ode which 
I ſuppoſe to be Technical Terms, peculiar 
to the Scene of Action; which I remem- 
ber, Mr. Addiſon, in his Criticifms on Mil- 
ton, ſeems to think are not quite right in 
Poetry ; however, as I do not underſtand 
them, I ſhall not preſume to make any Ale 
terations. 


Lib. 
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Lib. IV. Od. 1. Tutermiſſ Venus, &c. 


To VENUS. 
OR Love's Sake, dear Venus, aſſail me 


no more, 
I Vigour is gone, tho* my Spirit's the 
ſame ; 
Time was I cou'd buckle to Wh-re after 
Where, 
And ſtill be ſharp ſet, to a Bit of freſh 


Game.— 


8 hoſe Days are flown from me, Pm fradtious 


and old ; 
Too tough to bend under thy wanton Dejires 3 
Hye away to the J. qr th Sprightly, and 
Bold, © 
And warm ſome youny . more 2 for 
thy Fires. 
een he's a Cock ev ry Habs 
And widely will ſpread thy gay Trophies a- 
bout ; 
A Ter Nocte Blade—never yet known to 
inch —; 
The foremoſt at . Hop, Ballum-Rancum or 


Rout. 


* Names of modern Aſſemblies much frequented. 
| | And 
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And when, by thy Aid, he has run thro the 


T own, 
And humbled before him Wives, Wi e 
and Maids, 
In * Pattin- Club Junquets, Beil raiſe thy Re- 
nown, 
Or * Ram-Scam Ridotto's s In Marybon 
Shades. 
There, mix'd in bri ik Dance, fhall each gay 
pPportive Pair 
T heir Raptures wind up to the Height of 
Defre ; 
Then breathleſs and faint to the dark Walks 
repair, 


And quench unmoleſted their amorous Fire. 
For me, I have done with all Thoughts of 
the Sport, 
Thoſe credulous Hopes ſhall deceive me no 
more 
The Bottle that pleas'd me no longer Tus court, 


And hear, without Joy, the loud Revel or 
Roar. 


80 called from a Law, obliging all the Female 
Members to come in Pattins, > A Name for ſome r mo- 
dern Maſquerades. 


But 
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But why © F--n--y M--r--y theſe Tears in my 
Eyes ! 


Why wiſh I to claſp thy dear Fore in my | 
Arms? 


Fhat ist that in Silence ſo ſhamefully tyes 


| ay Tongue, once fo laviſh in praiſe of thy 
Charms ? 

In Dreams I behold thee; each rapturous Night, 

' With Tranſport of Pleaſure paſt Ut rance, 


wooe tee; 


But ſoon thou fly ſt from me, and I, in thy Flight, 


From * D--g--s to G--Id--s, or J--hn--$ 
purſue thee. I7S-\ 


ö To Araminthia: 


» Right Summer”s paſt, you ſay, What then? 
Love breathes a lively Warmth within ; 


Flames in the Spirit of Deſire, 


And burns with its own native Fire. 
What value we the Heat of June, 


Or Auguſt's Dog-Days ſultry Sun? 


The Tree undreſs d, the baniſh'd Shade, 
The Flowers that droop, the Herbs that fade? 
The various Changes of the Year, 
What flouriſhes or diſappear ?. 
© A young Lady in high Vogue. Three Houſes 


in Covent-Garden frequentedby the above young Lady. 
While 


le? 
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While Araminthia's blooming Charms 

The Power of Winter's Spite diſarms ; 
The Form of Nature's lovely ſtill, 

Robe it in what Attire you will. 

Love, that ftill waits the genial Call, 
Inſpires the Soul with Madrigal; 

Makes Night an everlaſting Noon, 

And turns December into June: 

Tho* June ſhould never more appear, 

Love makes it Summer all the Year. 

What is the rifing Storm to me, 

The Surges of the angry Sea, 

The Tempeſts that around me beat, 

The flying Hail, or piercing Sleet ? 

Let low'ring Clouds hang o'er my Head, 

The Equinox its Fury ſpread, 

The Oaks uprooted kiſs the Ground, 

And ſhatter d Nature groan around, 

J, while in Araminthia's Breaſt 

Lulling the brooding Cares to Reſt, 

In raptur d Sweets diſpoſe the Hour, 1 
And all the luſcious Foys devaur : | 
Graſp all that's lovely, ſweet, and gay, q 
And revel in eternal May. | 
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HERE is a Sort of merry Fate at- 

tends us public Scribblers, like the 
Queen of a public Ball; we have every 
envious, every critical Eye upon us. The 
rudeſt unbred Country Girl, who had ne- 
ver yet learned to pin her Cap on, or move 
with any Kind of Air or Delicacy, turns 


Critic on the Dreſs and Manner of the fine 


bred Woman, who ſhines at the Head of a 


polite Aſſembly. Human Nature is the 


ſame in every Figure, Shape, and Appear- 


ance; and he muſt be Tool indeed, who 


can't laugh at the wiſe Remarks made on 
his Performances; eſpecially, when the 
Work of ſuch Hands, as have not yet been 
taught to write common £Exg/i/h. Some 
few Days ſince, I received a Satyrical Bal- 
lad, on the Works of a Brother Scribbler; 
and the Misfortune was, that the Ballad 


vas the worſt Poetry and Senſe of the Two. 


This Day, I have received an Epiſtle re- | 
garding; 
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garding myſelf ; which, beſides falſe Spel- 
ling, would puzzle one to make Senſe of; 
and therefore ſuppoſe it to be the Handy- 
work of either an 1ri/þ Prieſt, or a Printſel- 
ler; whether or which is immaterial, he bold- 
ly demands Satisfaction, and has it I hope 
to his Heart's Content, by my publiſhing 


his Epiſtle verbatim & lileratim; and have 


deſired our Printer to be ſcrupulouſly exact 
in the Compoling of it, as being an Origi- 
nal, both for Nonſenſe and Impudence. 
The ſecond Epiſtle, hereunder inſerted, 
does me an Honour I know not how I have 
deſerved, and introduces an Account of a 
new Grace, to be ſaid after letting a F—t, 
as the common Phraſe is; a Kind of Bur- 
leſque, if I remember right, upon Part of 
one of King David's Pſalms 3 which how- 
ever they may be contemned by the ſenſe- 
leſs Merriment of. a Brute in his Cups, are 
a Kind of Writing in the Eaſtern Way, 
that Men of Senſe know how to ſet a juſt 
Value upon ; I ſhall only beg Leave ta re- 
mark to this inconſiderate Jeſter, that it's 
very dangerous meddling with edged Tools 
that the great Being, whom all wiſe Men 
Vol. I, M adore, 
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adore, 1s a very improper Obje& of Ridi- 
cule; and that I hope the Miniſter of the 
Pariſh will thank it his Duty to tell him the 
reſt. 

The next Piece I am deſired to give the 
Public, is a Thankſgiving for the Victory 
at Culloden ; which, however late it may 
appear, 1s previous to the general Thankſ- 
giving; is the Performance, doubt not, 
of a very warm Heart, and ſuited to the 
Capacities of at leaſt Nine Readers out of 
Ten. Therefore, however wanting in the 
Beauties and Elegancies of refined Poetry, 
has in it all the good Qualities of an honeſt, 
ſober Mind, religiouſly turn'd, which, on 
the Eve of the Chriſtian Sabbath, can't help 
meriting our Approbation. 

If the Reader will pleaſe to look into 
Shakeſpear's Midſummer*s Night's Dream, 
he will find this Turn of Thought, tho? 
on a different Occaſion, beautifully deli- 
vered in the Perſon of Theſeus; who being 
told that ſome, who pretended to act before 
him, could do nothing of the Kind, he 
generouſly replies : The kinder we, to give 
them Thanks for nothing; z and then to 

ſhew 
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ſhew how much the Sentiments of the 
Heart are to be preferred to digeſted 
Speeches, delivered in the Excellency of 
Language, and ornamented with all the 


Graces of Oratory, he is made to expreſs 
himſelf thus : : 


Where I have come great Clerks have purpoſed 
To greet me with premeditated Welcomes ; 
Where 1 have ſeen them ſhiver and look pale, 
Make Periods in the midſt of Sentences, 
Throttle their practis'd Accents in their Fears, 
And in Concluſion dumbly have broke off, 

Not paying me a Welcome. Truſt me, Sweet, 
Out of this Silence yet I pick*d a Welcome: 
And in the Modeſty of fearful Duty 

I read as muth, as from the rattling Tongue 
Of ſaucy and audacious Eloquence. 


In this Light, a little varied, I beg Leave to 
recommend this ſhort Thankſgiving Piece; 
which I am the more deſirous to wiſh well 
received, as I apprehend it to be the Per- 
formance of a good Sort of a religious La- 
dy, warm in her honeſt Affections for our 
happy Conſtitution, 

| M 2 Mr. 
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Mr. J. Griffuh, 
N your Yeſterday*s Fool, you intimated 
by the Motto, In ſculpas cordi me, &c. 
as if that Getleman whas the Pretender, or 
ſome other Papiſt, whereas it is well known 
to great Part of the Nobility, and may ſay 
the whole Court, as well as Hunderts of 
creditable Tratemen and Shopcepers, that 
that Gentleman of whom you ſpeak was a 
Dann by Birth, and concequantly a firm 
Proteſtant. The Ocaſion of that Picture 
being ſold in the Printſhops is to mutch for 
me at preſent to relate, only it is my .Opi-' 
nion, as you have impos'd on the Town, 
and thereby inyured a Gentleman who is 
realy a Gentleman (to the full Extent and 
Meaning of the World) you ougth to make 
a proper Satisfaction, as well as Nin this. 
Excuſe Haſt. | 


Durs, 


Sept, 18 1746. 
| Hos i Love Truth, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Printer, 

Find that your Fool's Remarks mend 

People's Morals as well as Manners; and 
that Conſideration, backed by the Impor- 
tunities of ſeveral Gentlemen, compel me 
to acquaint you, that one Villiam f{—ns, 
belonging to the Cuſtom- houſe, diſturbs us 
in a Degree not to be borne, we think, in 


a Chriſtian Country. He cannot be con- 


tented with talking of the Divinity, &c, 
of our Lord and Saviour in the moſt pro- 
fligate and unchriſtian Manner, but muſt 
needs mock at the very Being of our Crea- 
tor in the following Manner: Whenever 
he breaks Wind downward (which by the 
way is very often) his conſtant Practice is to 
ſlap the Table with his Hand, and ſay, Let 


every Thing that hath Breath praiſe the 


Lord. The Man is an Incorrigible; all 
gentle Rebukes are loſt upon him. There 
are ſome Chriſtian Gentlemen who uſe 
Three different Houſes where this trouble- 
ſome Man comes often, but they are in 
Hopes, from one of your Fool's Lectures, 
to be delivered, with many others, from as 


M 3 great 
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great a Misfortune as any that can happen 
in a Chriſtian Country. I remain, in the 
Name of the reſt, 


Dur conſtant Reader, &c. 


A Chriſtian, 


N. B. This is a pact beyond Contra- 
diction; and on the Publication of this, 
with Remarks, you ſhall have our grateful 
Acknowledgments. 


Thankſgroing for the Victory f Culloden, 


Ritons rejoice, the Lord is King, 

The Lord of Hoſts and Nations ſing; 
Whoſe Arm hath now your Foes o' ertbroton, 
Aſeribe the Praiſe to God alone; 

The Giver of Succeſs proclaim, 
And ſhout your Thanks in Jeſus Name! 


was not a feeble Arm of ours, 

That chas'd the fierce invading Powers ; 
Jehovah turn'd the Scale of Fight, 
Jehovah quell'd their boaſted Might, 
And knapp*d their Spears, and broke their 


Swords, 


And ſnew'd—T be Balle i is the Lord's ! 
He 


l. 


ir 


He 
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He beckon'd to the Ruffian Band, 

And bid them march thro half the Land! 

The Ruffian Band their Banner ſpread, 

With Rome and Satan at their Head, 

But flopp*d by his Almighty Breath, 
Ruſh d back, ——into the Arms of Death ! 


Thou, Lord alone, haſt laid them low, 

In Pieces daſh*d 1th* inſulting Foe ; 

Thy Breath, which did their Fury raiſe, 
Hath quench*d at once the ſudden Blaze , 
Deſtroy'd the Weapons of thine Ire, 

And caſt the Rods into the Fire. 


O that we all might ſee the Hand 

That ſtill protects a guilty Land; 

Glory and Might aſcribe to Thee, 

Who giv'ſt to Kings the Viftory, 

And yield (while yet thy Spirit ftrives ) 
And thank thee with our Hearts and Lives, 


O that we might to God rejoice, 

And tremble at thy Mercy*s Voice, 

Nor fondly dream the Danger paſt, 

While yet our own Rebellions laſt ! 

O that our Wars with Heaven might ceaſe, 
And all confeſs the Prince of Peace! 


M 4 ++: 
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Or if, before the Scourge return, | 
The thankleſs Croud diſdains ta mourn , 

Yet, Lord, with reverential Foy, 

We vow for thee our Lives to employ, 


And bleſs thee for the kind Reprieve, 
And to our Saviour*s Glory live. 


Long as thou lengthen'ſt out our Days, 
We live io teſtify thy Grace; 

Secure beneath thy Mercy's Wings, 
We triumph in the King of Kings , 
The Gtver of Succeſs proclaim, 

And ſhout our Thanks in Jeſus Name, 


=, 
of Be 
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Ne 35. Wedneſday, September 24, 1746. 


OE Abſence of regular Accounts 
from Abroad has in ſome Meaſure 


lulled our political Lucubrations aſleep ; but 
the Fool, who is ever watchful over the Pub- 
lic Welfare, if he wants Matter wherewith 
to inform the good People of England of 
what concerns their Intereſt, is never at a 
Loſs for ſomething wherewith to divert or 
amuſe them; wherein he has good Reaſon 
to thank his ingenious Correſpondents for 
their kind Aſſiſtance, The firſt he is oblig- 
ed to take Notice of is an Epiſtle from his 
Siſter Jenny, who demands Precedence both 
in Point of Complaiſance as a Lady, and as 
being an Honour to her Family, which ap- 
pears by her ſingular Manner of Addreſs : 


My dear Brother, 


HE. inclofed is the Performance of 
ſome Body ; and when publiſhed by 

you, may be any Body's. It is an Invita- 
M 5 tion 
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tion to the Goddeſs we all adore z though 
| ſome of your Sex, under the Diſguiſe of 
Gravity, and ours, under that of Prudery, 
are pleaſed, like another Kind of Atheiſts, 
to affect a Contempt of what they at once 
both delight in and fear, My natural Be- 
nevolence inclines me to contribute every 
Thing in my Pawer to pleaſe them in ſpite 
of Appearances; for which Reaſon J ſend 
you this, and am your loving Siſter, 


 Femy La Fool. 


An Truitation to Venus. 


Come, Venus, come to make us bleſt, 
Mine, and my Chloe*s welcome Gueſs. 
What the* thy Cyprus ſhould repine, 
While on our happy Iſle you ſhine : 

Our happy 1fte ſhall grateful prove, 
And rifing Incenſe thank your Love. 
Worſhip and Incenſe here receive, 

And what has Cyprus more to give? 
With thee bid haſte the am' rous Boy, 
And with him each attendant Foy. 
Youth, and her thouſand Charms that lie, 
In dimpled Cheek, and laughing Eye. 


Wit, 
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Wit, which the Power of Beauty moves, 
And Beauty, which true Wit approves 1 
Bid each by turns our Boſoms warm, 
Without thee, impotent to charm, 

Well make (if with this Train you come) 
Of Chloe's Houſe, the Graces Home. 


251 


The next is an Epiſtle and a Ballad from 
my Brother Gubbins, which I refuſed pub- 
liſhing ſome Time ſince, becauſe then the 
Perſon aimed at was named; but that be- 


ing now avoided, appears to anſwer for it- 
ſelf to the Public. 


SIX. 


Can by no Means agree with you, that 

a bad Poet and a Beggar are equal Ob- 
jects of Satire. Their frequent Similarity 
in one Circumſtance has probably made you 
blend them in others, where they ought to 
be diſtinguiſned. The Beggar, conſidered 
as really indigent and helpleſs, is certainly 
an Object of Compaſſion and Relief; but a 
bad Poet, as a Poetaſter, is undoubtedly a 
very proper Subject of Ridicule, if not 
Contempt, Qui Bavium non odit amet. tua 
M 6 Gare 
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carmina Mavi. Beſides, there is no real ill 
Nature in a Satire that deters a Man from 
Attempts he is viſibly unequal to; which, 
at the ſame Time that it ſuggeſts a more 
ſuitable Purſuit to himſelf, may relieve the 
Public from the diſagreeable Effects of his 
Cacoethes. 

I have no doubt bot Loyalty was a very 
leading Impulſe to a late Ode, that has 
been ſuperabundantly publiſhed, c. but 
as the Performance has fallen diſgracefully 
below the great Subject, my equal Loyal- 
ty prompts me to prevent any ſmall Bard- 
lings from diſhonouring any future glorious 
Event, which, like Culloden, may really 
require ſome very able Hand. Rags and 
Tatters of Fuſtian and Rhyme compoſe a 
moſt unſuitable Drapery for that very ſig- 
nal Conqueſt and Deliverance. The due 
Conſideration of a ſhort Sentence in Horace 
might greatly contribute ro the public 
Tranquillity, and prevent the ſtill farther 
Depreſſion of Poetry: Mediocribus eſſe 
Poetis non dit, non homines, non conceſſere 
columnæ. This has ever prevented me 


from 
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from aſpiring above the Strain of a Ballad, 


who am, | 
| 
8 I R, : 
George's, Temple- 
ag 5 25 Your conſtant Reader, 
I . 
* and humble Servant, 


Bob. Gubbins. 


P. S. If you are juſt to yourſelf and your 
Correſpondents, you will print this early 
in the Week; if you do not, pray return 
it ſealed and directed for a AB at the Bar 
of the Coffee-Houſe. 


A Ballad on a late Ode. 


E AR ſcribbling Rhymer, lack a-day, 
Your Friends bewail the Folly, 
That you ſbou'd ape a Lyric Lay, 
And turn a Foil to Colly. 


They own how*er the Fancy*s new, 
Of an biſtoric Ode; 


And fear your deep-learn'd Muſe may brew 
An Epic on a Toad, 


Tour 
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Nour Loyalty muſt mean to praiſe, 
But ob you've ſpawn'd a Farce, 

That bids old Pindar mend his Lays, 
And Horace kiſs your A—ſe. 


Alas we ſee, and ete we hear, 
That no Convenience ſprings, 

Pure and unmix d, but in the Rear 
Some Inconvenience brings. 


Thus Culloden that cur' d each Ake, 
And ſet our Hearts a Ringing, 
Has made you wwretchedly miſtake, 
Your Mbiſtling for your Singing. 
Toil glorious William, Peace ſecure, 
We beg youll fpare your Writing; 
For, entre nous, ſuch Odes are poor. 
Encouragement for Fighting, 


Shou*d Fame exert her Trump fo ſhrill 
For Vifiry after long Queſt, 
Some Poetaſters mangling Quill 
Mou d murder Foy and Conqueſt. 
Natare, the Sage in Nature ſay, 
Has fitted each for ſomewhat, 


ou d each purſue the obvious Way, 
And tend where they might come at, 


The FO O. N' 35. 


CH O- 


N* 35. The FOOL, 255 


CHORUS. 


Then ceaſe to rhyme in Nature's ſpite, 
Nor dofe us with your Poppies ; 

To Kings, of Heroes, ceafe to write, 
Cry, if your Jade ſhould itch a Bite, 
And write, as whilom, Copies. 

Da Capo. Then ceaſe to rhyme, &c. 


The laſt is from a Gentleman, who does 
us the Honour to claim a Relationſhip to 
our Family ; which being very large, we 
can't well acknowledge, until they addreſs 
themſelves to our Acquaintance ; but when 
they do, are very glad to know them, and 
exhibit their Works in the beſt Manner we 
are able to the Public; in delighting of 
whom all our Pleaſure centers. 


SIX, | | 

S the Town, by Means of your Pa- 
per, has lately been obliged with 
ſome Odes of Horace, imitated in Exgliſb, 
not without ſame Succeſs; 1 have ven- 
tured to ſend you a Latin Ode, in Imita- 
tion of the Style of the ſame Author, I 
confeſs it ſeems a very bold Undertaking to 
attempt 
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attempt to write after that great Maſter of 
the Roman Lyric, in his own Language ; 
but as I can ſhroud myſelf in your Paper, 
under the the Sanction of the Name of Fool 


(a Term I cannot mention without great 
Reſpect) I ſhall readily offer it to the Pub- 


lic, if you think fit, without any farther 
Treinde, but that J am, 


N, 
Your very humble Servant, 
Stulticola. 


Ad PHTLLIDA: 
Ode Sapphica. 


Quid meum mendax animum fatigas, 
Phylli, tam vanis variiſque curis ? 
Quid mibi rurſus, mods quod negaſti, 
Porrigis ultro ? 

Te rogo ſupplex; fugis.inſequentem. 
Cedo depulſus; revocas euntem. 
Ducis, & N Audiumque mutas 

| Semper in horas, 


Palladis 


Wc. bFFo0 0k .. a 


Palladis fi vis comes eſſe caſte, 
Mitte cum Nato Venerem jocoſo. 
Si capit molles Cytherea ſenſus, 
Lingue Minervam, 
Moribus ſanctis habeas amicum. 
Dulcibus furtis teneas amantem. 
Tu fimul poſeis, maleſana, amari, ac 
| Caſta videri, 
Callidam dum te nimis eſſe cenſes, 
Teque deleftat dare verba amanti; 
Omnibus fies, mihi-crede, ſtultis 
Sͤtultior una. 
Gaudium optatum ſolitam negare 
Indicet blando quis amore dignam? 
Que peti mæcbhis ſtudet, hanc putabit 
Nemo pudicam. 
Eft honor vite pretium ſevere. 
Eft amor merces facili puellæ. 
Tu parum prudens, quod utrumque captas, 
Perdis utrumque. 


Stulticola. 
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GRE GRERELRERYD 
Ne 36. Friday, September 26, 1746. 


* — ͤu—ü—ü—»—-— 


F\HERE is ſomething ſo extremely 

1 pleaſant in the Idea of Peace, that I 
don't at all wonder that, like every other 
lovely Image, it impreſſes itſelf on the 
Mind, without any other Meaning but what 
1s purely ideal ; like Love in the Converſa- 
tion of us old Men, we rather taſte the 
Paſſion than enjoy it. Peace ſolidly found- 
ed is certainly an eſſential Good; but when 
we have the Name only, without the Thing, 
founded as Shakeſpear phraſes it, On the 
baſeleſs Fabric of a Viſion, it becomes a ſome- 
thing we know not a Term for. There 
are a few People whom this imaginary 
Thing, now in Agitation, may be of Ser- 
vice to, while the Body of the Nation muſt 
neceſſarily be Strangers to its good Effects; 
but happy if not acquainted with its fatal 
Conſequences. Some People in Power may 
ſurvive their preſent delicate Situation; 
ſome Stockjobbers improve their late diſ- 
| honeſt 
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honeſt Gains; and ſome of my Brother 
Scribblers pick up a few Pence, by writing 
Odes and Panegyrics; but as to the trading 
and induſtrious Part of the Nation, they 
will only have the Pain to ſee their Ships 
pirated upon by a foul dealing Enemy, in- 
ſtead of being neglected by thoſe who 
ſhould protect them, and captured in open 
War; not dreaming, that thoſe who ſacri- 
fice our Intereſts in a flouriſhing War, will 
ever be either able or willing to protect us 
during the ſhort Interval of an imaginary 
Peace. The Tables are odly turned upon 
us, and we are now become more afraid of 
the growing Greatneſs of our Friends, than 
of our Enemics; of the Houſes of Auſtria 
and Sardinia, than of France, We cede, 
becauſe we conquer; and hurry headlong 
into a Peace, becauſe of a fucceſsful War. 
There is no Compariſon in the Balance, be- 
tween what has been acquired by the Allies 
in this War, and what by France. In the 
Captures of Shipping, while any Thing of 
that Kind was judiciouſly attended to; in 
the Acquilition of Cape Breton, of the State 

| of 
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of Genoa, and in fine of all Italy. The Ship- 
ping taken have amounted to at leaſt five 
Millions Sterling on a Balance. Cape Bre- 
ton is, I conceive, worth twenty Millions 
and never coſt the French leſs than five Mil- 
lions to ſettle and fortify. I believe twenty 
_ Millions will not pay the Expence of France 
and Spain in Italy, which at length they are 
ſhamefully drove out of, with, at leaſt, the 
Loſs of 60,000 Men ; the Acquiſition of 
the State of Genoa will amply repay the 
Expences of the War on that Side, ſuppoſe 
it be given up again. Our Allies are now 
entering the weakeſt and fineſt Provinces 
belonging to the Crown of France; our 
Fleet is without a Rival at Sea, and our 
Army in Flanders a Match for the French, 
as recent Inſtances have ſhewn, that the 
Dutch can fight as well as other People, 
nay, beat the French at almoſt any Odds. 
How much Flanders may be worth to 
the French, ſuppoſe they could maintain 
their preſent Acquiſitions, is very difficult 
to ſay. That they are more likely to be beat 
out again, than to beat the Allies out of 
oY Italy, 
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Italy, is very obvious; but was it equal 
in both Caſes, I conceive 7taly to be worth 
as much to the Allies, as Flanders to the 
French, From all theſe Things conſi- 
dered in due Order, nothing can be clearer, 
than either the Neceſſity of continuing the 
War with Vigour, or of making ſuch a 
Peace as may put it out of the Power of 
both France and Spain, either to pirate upon 
us again, or diſturb the Repoſe of Europe 
more. But as the French are not low enough 
for that, nor Spain, as we can diſcover, in 
a Humour to quit the Alliance; ſo neither 
can a Peace be effected to the public Wiſh, 
until ſuch be the Caſe. To what End 
then are we negotiating ? I hope not to 
backward and diſpirit our Allies ; to throw 
the Nation into a State of Doubt and Fear ; 
or to weaken and diſable the great End of 
our Purſuits z or to diſſolve our Vigour, by 
Tampering and Incertitude. I would not 
imagine any ſuch Deſign z but cannot help 
fearing the ſame Conſequences, though the 
true Cauſes may be obſcured from our 
View, I confeſs that any Scheme for 
a good Peace, in the preſent State of 

Things, 
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Things, is much too myſterious for m 

poor Comprehenſion ; it is hid, like the 
Ways of Heaven, from common Eyes, and 
to be cleared up by nothing leſs than a Re- 
velation ; I mean, excluſive of ſordid Pro- 
ſpects. I can ſee Reaſons enough in them 
for twenty Peaces, ſuch as they muſt prove, 
but not one for a happy laſting Tranquil» 
lity ; for the Honour of the Nation, the 
Intereſt of Europe, or the Good of the 


Public. 


The Letter, ſigned Simon Pure, ſhall be 


inſerted when we attend again to ſuch 


Things, if the Author, on due Recollection, 
deſires i it. 


The Letter ſigned Porcapine, under the 
Veil of Religion, exhibits ſome Reflections, 
nat ſuited to the Genius of this Paper. 


The Epiſtle from Whites is hereunder 
inſerted, becauſe it is judiciouſly ſhort, and 
that the Public may help me to explain 
what it means. 


Mr. 


Ne 36. The FOOL 263 


Mr. Fool, 


Find you have placed in the Title of 

your Paper, A vigorous War : Or, glo- 
rious Peace, If you are not ſomething, I 
ſhall not name, in the Diſguiſe of a Foal, 
you will place after it theſe Words: 


When Fools direct, canſt either, thou 
Fool! expect? 


You may perhaps be excuſed, if you in- 
ſert this ſhort Epiſtle in the Body of your 
Paper. I am yours, conditionally, 


White's, Sept. 23. No Fool. 


Ne 37. Monday, September 29, 1746. 


: HEN the grand Monarch, the ſu- 
perb Ruler of our tame Neigh- 
bours the French, marches into the Field, 
in Order to make a Campaign, his good 
Subjects, being pre-aſſured of his returning 
Victorious, not only prepare triumphal 
Arches, with all their attendant flattering 
gewgav': and Trumpery, but Odes and 
Panegyrics are framed and moulded to the 
Nature of a future Victory. 

As the gay fluttering World are very ac- 
curate in the imitating of the French in their 
Dreſs and Manners, ſo the little Poetic 
Scribes follow them in their laviſh Pur- 
ſuits z while the plain World ſtands gazing 
a-loof, wondering and admiring from 
whence theſe mungrel Specie of Engliſh 
Frenchmen ſprung. Theſe particular head- 
ed Beings, like Languages tranſlated, ra- 
ther imitate, than equal, the Fountain from 

whence they flow; and the Scribes are uſu- 
| ally 


\ 


N' 39, Te FOOL. 265 
ſually as defective in the Choice of their 


Hero, as the Beaus in Air and Elegance; 


which will ſufficiently appear by the fol- 
lowing Scene, which lately preſented itſelf 
before me. 

In the Courſe of my Rambles, T tumbled 
the other Day into the Pegaſus in Grub- 
Street (a Region not leſs famous for Rhime 
and Jingle, though more anciently known 
for thoſe Particulars, than St. John's Gate, 
where I may ſay, perhaps not without a 
Pun, that Wit, in Epigram triumphs 
over half the Town) there found a Com- 
pany of Poetaſters aſſembled together in 
the Nook of a public Room, reverently 


attended to by the ſurrounding Mob 


whoſe Noiſe and Clamour firſt commanded 


my Entrance, and then my particular Notice, 
One of Apollo's leſſer Favourites, it ſeems, 


had been hammering out an Ode on the 


enſuing Peace, and was ſcheming for the 
Approbation of his polite Audience, On 
my entering, he was repeating the follow- 
ing Line : | 

And the Great S——h be the leading Gad. 


One of the rough Gentry here ſtopt him ſhort, 
Vol. I. N and 


een N Me 
and told him, that, tho? he was not a Poet, 
yet to make a L- a God he conceiv'd to 
be Blaſphemy; and therefore that Mr. Poet 
ought to be drawn thro' a Horſe-Pond, 
whereto the Company generally aſſented; 
when one other of the Baſtard Sons of the 
Sun jump'd upon the Table, and demand- 
ing Silence, ſaid, or ſeem'd to ſay: 

© Gentlemen and Ladies, There is a certain 
Licence, whereto we, who are the Emana- 
tions of Phæbus, are peculiarly entituled; 
* and whereby we are authoriſed, if we 
© pleaſe, to make Gods and Goddeſſes of 
* you all, but muſt own, have not Power 

© to be guilty of Abſurdities; and therefore, 
* tho? I muſt vindicate my Brother in the 
* firſt Caſe, I can't help condemning him 
jn another. He might have made his 
Lord a God, but to make his Hero the 
© leading God, in this Caſe, is abſurd z ſince 
© he neither leads nor drives, but is drawn 
into Holland by an artificial French political 
© Magnet, compounded of Gallic Brains; 
and has the ſame Effect upon Braſs, that 
© other Magnets have upon Iron, ſympha- 
* thetically drawing all Similarities to itſelf, 
| C ut 
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© if the weaker Bodies; therefore this Line 
£ ſhould be, | 
And the great S—h be the attending God. 


Whereupon the firſt Ode-Maker ſtarting 
up, ſomewhat terrified, in a faint and 
mournful Voice, repeated, from Virgil's 
Second Eclogue, 


O crudelis Alexi, nibil mea carmina curas, &c. 


As the Company did not underſtand the 
Meaning of this, they ſuppoſed he had 
nothing material to ſay for himſelf, and 
thereupon unanimouſly bawled out for the 
Poet upon the Table to make an Ode; 
whereat a Spark of Triumph flaſhing from 
his ruby Countenance, he drew a Paper 
from forth his Tobacco Pouch; at the ſame 
Time informing them, that he had one 
ready cook?d, if they would do him the 
Honour to hear it; which being aſſented 
to, Silence proclaim'd, he enter'd upon the 
Subject thus: 


Hail mighty P——m, Surry*s glorious Chief, 
Born for the Nation's Aid, the Court*s Relief; 
'Thou, who can'ſt bid contending Thunder ceaſe, 
And with a Nod command eternal Peace; 
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Calm univerſal Uproar, bid the Sa 
Gently ſubſide into Tranquility, 

Make C-—-e 4 Hero, gallant M.— n fight, 
And by the Rule of Wrong ſet all Things right ; 
Swift flying Armies into high Vogue bring, 
And Dutch Stockjobbers Hallelujah ſing. 
To thee, we Britons, hence ſhall Altars raiſe, 
Chant in immortal Elegies thy Praiſe ; 
Our great Apollo ever more ſhall be, 

And tune our Harps to none but B—ke and thee, 

Sing, Heavenly Muſe, 


No Heavenly Muſe, no Heavenly Muſe, 
ſqueaks out a good old Woman, let's put 
it in the News, put it in the News, All, 
put it in the News. When the Poet thus : 
Silence, I pray ye, Gentlemen and Ladies, 
Sons and Daughters of Juno, Venus, Vulcan, 
Mars, Bacchus, Apollo, Virorum : Irradiated 
Reſemblances of the Morning Star z Poets 
and Poeteſſes; Porters, Carmen, Taylors, 
Coblers, and Bunters ; Bowling Companions 
and Loving Siſters, Droll Merry Lads and 
Hearts of Gold ; once more attend. 


Sing Heavenly Muſe, the News that Sh brings, 
In ſpiral Triumph to the Ears of Kings. 


Omnes, 
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' Omnes, No Heavenly Muſe, no Heavenly 


Muſe; put it in the News, put it in the 
News; Well, then, pray hear me, 


Sing, Muſe Celeſtial, from thy Starry Domes, 

While with the Olive-Branch great Sh comes: 

He in one Hand brings Peace, and in the other 

Something ſo like, as if it were its Brother, 

To Surry's Godbead kneels ; while the rough 
Crowd 


In lo Pæans fing his Praiſes loud. 


The vaulted Roofs reverberate the Sound, 

And nought is heard but heavenly Muſic round; 
The Gods and Goddeſſes come tumbling down 
From every Sky-light, Cock-loft, of the Town : 
A Band ſo numerous, that ] ſcarce could tell *em, 


To /ing the Praiſe of h and of P—m. 


Fluzza, Huzza, Huzza. Exeunt omnes. 
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E ACE is the Wiſh of every honeſt 
Mind, and ſo is Wealth too; the firſt, 
well eſtabliſn'd, naturally contributes to 


procure the laſt : But, what Commercial 


Man ever made himſelf Creditor in his 
Books for a Million hid in the Bowels of 
the Mountains of Potoſi ? And yet the doing 
fo is full as juſt, as to flatter one's ſelf with 
the ſalutary Effects of a Peace, embroil'd 
in the Brains, and brooding in the Imagi- 
nations, of our preſent pacific Negotiators 3 
who, wanting a Baſis to build upon, are 
giving us the Word for the Thing, a 
Phantom for the Subſtance, a Cloud for 


Juno. 


A Peace ſuppoſes all Things to be ſo 
adjuſted between Nation and Nation, as 
that there may be no probable Danger of 
any future Diſputes; which can never be 
the Caſe, while contending Powers are ſo 
reſpecavely Fircumitanced, as to reciprocally 

| envy 
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envy each other the Benefits naturally reſult- 
ing from an eſtabliſh*d judicious Peace. 


To conſider this in common Life; a 
Law Suit is a kind of War between private 
People; if this is reduced into a Peace, 
on Principles which leave the Matter in 
Diſpute open to future Litigation, I doubt 
not but every wiſe Man will hold, that the 
Law Suit had beſt gone forward, until one 
of the Contenders became abſolutely 
victorious; and then, the other being 
obliged to be content, a ſettled Peace 
follows of Courſe. 

A Farmer, whoſe Lands lie expoſed to 
be treſpaſſed upon by Cattle, and fences it 
only by a ſlight Hedge, which the Beaſts 
can eaſily break through, is at once loſing 
both his Time and Expence; and fo in a 
good Meaſure is the Landlord, who ex- 
pends Money in the Repairs of a very 
old Houſe, The Time, the Money, the 
Senſe, and the Reaſon of Things, vaniſh 
together; and ſuch kind of Men make that 
the great Buſineſs of their Lives, which, 
judiciouſly managed, they would ſee effected 
in the narroweſt Compals imaginable. 
X N 4 The 
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The old Romans were extremely well 
policied in this Particular. That Gallic 
Cunning, that Turn for Brigue and 
Chicanery, which has now diffuſed itſelf 
all over Europe, and not a little infected 
this Nation, was by them moſt juſtly 
contemn'd, as ſuited only to the Genius 
of little Minds; that, by playing Tricks 
with the natural Underſtanding, painted 
it over with filly Glaſſes and Refinery. 
Their Conqueſts were always puſh*d to an 
ample Concluſion ; the being beat again, 
and again, only added Force to their 
Reſolutions ; they entered into this or that 
War on fixed Principles, and never dreamt 
of receding, or of ſubmittting to any 
Terms, but ſuch as ended it with Honour, 
and render*d it morally certain, that Peace 
would be ſecure and laſting fo long as the 
Virtue of the State ſubſiſted. 

In the Diſpute between Rome and Car- 
thage, which is a Parallel very near our 
own Caſe at preſent, they ſaw evidently 
enough, on Hanibal's entering Laly, that 
they mult either effectually ruin that State, 
or be anne plagued with an Enemy. 

at 
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at their Doors, they were not ſure to be 
always prepar*d for : And rightly ſenſible, 
that to live in perpetual Alarms was worſe 
than even Death itſelf, moſt juſtly conclu- 
ded, that to try the Fate of War, in its 
utmoſt Force and Efficacy, was the true 


Means one Day to enjoy the Happineſs of 


a ſettled Tranquillity. 

Succeſs is certainly not always the Con- 
ſequence of right Judgment; raſh Actions 
have ſometimes procur'd it; but when 
we ſee Judgment and Succeſs naturally 
follow one another, and the Precedent 
ſtrikes us with almoſt infallible Certainty 
to deviate therefrom, by idly falling into 
Trick and Chicanery, and ſupporting our- 


felves on the Credit of temporary Expe- 


dients, is ſurely not the Road to that 
eſtabliſh'd Repoſe every honeſt Man mult 
wiſh to be; conſequently, of an expenſive 
War, wherein the very Conſtitution itſelf 
has been at Stake, and the Diſſolution of 
our Laws and Liberties brigued and 

fought for. 
We entered into this War, under num- 
berleſs Diſadvantages ; the Enemy in the 
N 5. Heart 
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Heart of Germany, Haly, and Scotland, at 
different Times; our Credit wavering, 
and the Fate of Things uncertain : We 
were held in a precarious Balance, and the 
Juncture ſo nice and delicate, that no 
human Foreſight could imagine the happy 
Turn which Affairs have taken. We had 
many Chances againſt us, had only the 
Queen of Hungary, and ourſelves, ſtrictly 
engaged, while againſt us France, ſome of 
the moſt potent Princes of the Empire, and 


Spain, uncertain how any of the Northern 


Courts ſtood affected, and the Dutch not to 
be depended upon, ſo that we had nothing 


but the Chance of the Treaty of Worms, 


and Reſolution, to conquer theſe ſeeming 
inſurmountable Difficulties, That Treaty 
was happily executed; and that being as 
happily followed by the Treaty of Dre/den, 
we, of a ſudden, found the whole Face of 
Affairs chang'd, and now have the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing France once more act on the 
Defenſive. However, we are as yet but on 
the Road to Glory, and, conſequently, in _ 
no Condition to command ſuch a Peace, 
as the Nature and Neceſlity of our Situation 
| require 
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requires; nor, by a Parity of Reaſoning, 
can any ſuch be obtained. The French are 
in a fair Way to Deſtruction, but not 
ruin'd; they have ſtill powerful Armies 
on Foot, and we muſt either deſtroy them, 
or live in perpetual Fears and Alarms. 
A nominal Peace we may poſſibly have, 
but a real One is not to be expected. 
In this Light, all Negotiating is idle and 
trifling, can do no Goad but, by creating 
of Fears and Jealouſies among our Allies, 


ruin the happy Effects of our late Succeſ- 
ſes, and reduce us at laſt to be a Province 


of France, If we can't beat the French, 
we can't cheat them; they are much too 
hard for us at Chicane, and I hope always 
will beſo; it is a Pitifulneſs of little Minds, 
which Britons ſhould be aſhamed to attend 
to, Our Road is as plain as that of the 


old Romans was; our Buſineſs is to purſue 


itz we muſt conquer or fall ; which may 
happen, is hid in the Womb of Fate ; 
the Way is fair before us, the Proſpect 
promiſing : We cannot command Succeſs, 
but we may deſerve it; we are morally 
ſure by a Peace at preſent to be undone, 
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all Circumſtances foretell it; by continuing 
the War, the higheſt Probability of Succeſs ; 
which happening, and a right Uſe made 
thereof, our Power, Happineſs, and Safety, 
is eftabliſh*d to us for Ages, 


Ne 39. 
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To the FOOL 
SIX, 


T ſeems not over - wiſe to deſire a Foot 
to take the Stage under his Direction; 
but, unleſs Somebody does, the Town will 
be made a Fool of, and our public Diver- 
ſions at laſt be only fit for Fools. 

Every Body knows the Caſt of Parts is 
the Manager's Province: If he does not 
know how to caſt them, he is a Fool, and 
unfit for his Buſineſs. If he does know 
how, and yet caſts them wrong, he is 
accountable to the Town; and the Town 
is a Fool if it does not call him to Account 
for it. | 

All depends upon the Caſt of Parts. 
Every Actor is not fit for every Part; but 
every Actor has ſomething in him, by which 
a judicious Manager can diſcern what he is 
moſt fit for. It is almoſt a Shame to be 
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| obliged to fay, there ſach Actor ſhould 
be employed; but ſuch Actor is not always 
there employed, and therefore it muſt be 
ſaid, 

I 'was the Auer Night at the Repreſenta- ; 
tion of Sir Courtly Nice, a Play almoſt made 
up of contraſted Characters, formed pur- 
poſely, by Oppoſition, to ſhew each other; 
a Play, whoſe Merit depends on the Merit 
of the Actors; a Play, in a Word, that 
has ſcarce any Merit, but what the Actor 
gives it. 

In what I am going to obſerve, I do not 
mean to ſay, that the Actors in this Play 
are bad Actors: On the contrary, they 
have ſhewn themſelves to be good Actors 
(good as Actors go now) in other Parts; 
but I ſay, the Play is horridly caſt; and, if 
it could not in that Company be caſt better, 
it ſhould not be acted at all by that 
Company. 

I go no further back than the preſent 
Time: Let any Body, that ſaw Mr. Wood- 
ward and Mr. Hippiſley laſt Winter in the 
Characters of Hothead and Teſtimony, ſay, 
if 5 ase Ne the leaſt Vein of 

Humour 
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Humour laſt Night; and yet Mr. S. and 
Mr. T. have ſhewn themſelves very good 
Actors in other Parts. Mr, Chapman made 
an excellent Crack, ſtruck out the Humour 
deſigned, Mr. Z. made nothing of it; 
Mr. Z. has Humour notwithſtanding, but 
not that particular Species that is in Crack, 
Lord Belguard's Siſter is a Character that 
requires ſcarce any Thing but a Figure: 
Beſides the Playirg of a Fop in an eaſy, 
unaffected, genteel Manner, what is there 
in it? Who then would have dream'd of 
ſeeing Mrs. Yoffingion in the Pit, when ſhe 
ſhould have been upon the Stage ? - 

But how could this Play have been 
better caſt? I anſwer firſt, if it could not, 
it ſhould not have been acted at all; but it 
might have been better caſt, tho? not 
well caſt, 

Mr. Z. would have made a better Hothead 
than Mr, S. and this latter a better Teſi:mony 
than Mr. 7 . But where find a 
Crack? I confeſs I am under the Circum- 
ſtance of not knowing very well. But ſtill 
it would have been better to have loſt 
a little of the Crack we had in another 

Actor, 
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Actor, than to have totally loſt Hotbead 
and Teſtimony, as was the Caſe in theſe. 

I love Plays, and would have them as 
well acted as the Companies we now have 


can act them; and think Obſervations now 
and then on the Caſts of Plays the likelieſt 


Method to produce that End. I would not 


hurt any Actor in getting his Bread; but I 
do not think ſaying an Actor is improperly 


caſt into a Part, is hurting him in his Bread. 


Ian, SIX, 
Yours, &c. 


Mr. FOOL, | | 
7 OUR giving a Place in your Paper 
to the under-written, will, amongſt 
many of your Name, oblige your loving 
Couſin, - Tom Dingle. 
| The DILEMMA. 
Immersd in e ery baneful Vice, 
Fraſer prepares to meet his Doom, 
Bewilder'd in the doubtful Choice, 
Of Saint or Hero, on his Tomb. 
Lo here! Confeſſor Fraſer ſtands, 
All trembling for the guilty Soul, 
And gives, with ſupplicating Hands, 
The cordial canonizing Bowl, | 
Ther? 
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There F-—d, unlearn'd in Chriſtian Lawn 
Bids him the fatal Stroke deſy; 
Nor ſhame the ſtill ſurviving Cauſe, 
But, Hero like, be damn'd and die. 


The Ingenious Conſiderations on Trade 
muſt neceſſarily be divided into Parts, as 
being too long for one Eſſay ; but all 
imaginable Care ſhall be taken to break off 
at proper Periods, and to give as much 
Room to each, as the Space in our Paper 
can poſſibly admit. 
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over every other Character, in this, 
that, altho” he is deſtitute of natural Rela- 
tions, he wants not thoſe which are ſpiritual 
in Abundance, ſuch as, by a Similarity of 
Thinking, are connected in Fancy, and are 
ſpread in great Abundance over the Face 
of the whole Globe, who claim me as 
their Brother, Kinſman, or Huſband. There 
is a little Lady, not yet Fourteen, who 
does me the Honour to treat me as her 
Spouſe, and is one of the moſt eminent 
Critics and Thief-Catchers this, or perhaps 
any other Age has produced. She may be 
miſtaken, as many Critics are, but as ſel- 
dom, as moſt of her Age : A Poet rarely 
makes his public Appearance, but her 
little Hands are immediately at work, 
noting his Thefts and Defects. She exe- 
cutes this ſo prettily, that you would 
wonder where its young Head got all 
its Reading, I have often fancied that 
her 


” 
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her Father was Keeper of the Co!tonian 
Library, and begot her upon a Bundle of 
antique poetical Manuſcripts, as a certain 
eminent Prebendary did a young Divine 
upon P b Church Bible; but find, 
upon Enquiry, that ſhe has a Mamma, and 
ſome other Female Acquaintance, almoſt as 
great Readers and Critics as herſelf ; and, 
being more experienced, guard themſelves 
againſt the incenſed Author's Fury, by 
making a Screen of my little Wife; which 
is neither uſing her, nor me, as becomes 
them. However, as ſhe is bound in Duty, 
ſo am I in Complaiſance, to ſubmit, and 
bear the Burthen between us as well as 
we can. 

I wonder not at this young Lady's Mind 
being ſo turn'd, when the favourite Taſte 
is Criticiſm z which has unfortunately 
tainted the Minds of the Religious and 
Sober, or of ſome who cover themſelves 
under ſuch Appearance, whom I have no 
Right to queſtion, A Perſon who has 
honour'd himſelf with the Name of Simon 
Pure, and who writes the following Epiſtles 
is the Firſt of this Rank of Critics, and 

quarrels 
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*quarrels with me chiefly for not underſtand- 
ing the Signification of Words ; but how 
far he has ſucceeded, muſt be left to the 
Judgment of the Public, on the Reading 
of his Epiſtle, and my Reply, which 
finiſhes the Folly of To-day ; and have 
only left to inform the Public, that the 
Poetry, referred to, is found in Fool the 
33d, being a Burleſque Ode, after the 


Manner of one previouſly addreſſed to 
Mother Gunter, 


FRIEND, September 19. 


HOU art a Fool, — Thou calleſt 
thyſelf ſoz — Thou lyeſt, and the 
Truth is not in thee; and yet thou mayeſt 
be a Fool too, tho“ thou knoweſt it not, 
Verily, Friend, I will detect thee. 

Thou haſt given us two Pieces of Poetry 
To- day, the one wrote, ſay'ſt thou, by a 
Gentleman, Who ſeemeth very converſant 
© in the Purlieus of Covent-Garden,*—which 
thou deſcribeſt thus: A Place whereto, 
* when People go on certain Occaſions, 
« they uſually leave their Heads at Home, 
* as having no Uſe for that Part of the 


Body.“ 
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Body. Verily, this ſavoureth of Know- 
jedge, yea, of experimental Knowledge.— 


I wiſh ſome Body elſe be not more conver- 


fant than that Gentleman in theſe Purlieus. 

Thou proceedeſt in thy Folly, tho* thou 
ſee'ſt it not. This Gentleman (ſay*ſt thou) 
who, in Imitation of Horace, profeſſes himſelf 
paſt the Love of Woman, and yet keeps the 
Taint, is, tho* without Abilities, in love with 
one Fanny Murray. How knoweſt thou 
the Maiden's Name is Fanny Murray ? 
It is not ſo nominated in the Ode. Friend, 
Friend, thou haſt left thy Head at Home 
on more Occaſions than one, Thou may*ſt 
cry out, with the Fat Knight, In Days of 
* Yore have I laid my Brain in the Sun, 
© and dried it; that it wants Matter to 
prevent ſuch groſs o*er-reaching as this.“ 
But why didſt thou not fill up the other 


Blanks, that the Brethren might know 
whereto thy Beloved reforteth ? Verily, 


there are amongſt us ſome Fools, who 
would gladly leave their Heads at Home, 

as well as thee. 
Thou goeſt on in thy Folly, and criticiſeſt 
on the — of one, named Addiſon, 
ſome 
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ſome technical Terms, as thou calleſt them. 
Thou wouldeſt be a good Writer, if, as a 
Wag ſaid of another, thou underſtood'ſt 
the Signification of Words. 

Technical Words are Words made Uk 
in Arts and Sciences, not generally under- 
ſtood by common Readers. Wherefore 
it was, that the above-mentioned Addiſon 
criticiſed Milton : But Names of Places are 
not Technical Terms. 


Behold, I have proved thee a Fool, for 


Which I expect thy Thanks; and am, in 


plain. Sincerity and Truth, 
Thine, SIMON PURE, 


I am much obliged to Friend Pure for 
his Criticiſm ; but, in order that he may 
make it out to the Satisfaction of the 
Public, he is defired to ſhew what Place 
Ram Scam is; and when he has done that, 
1 may poſſibly ſhew my Knowledge in the 
Signification of Words, by convincing him 
that artificial Names of Places are ſtrictly 
Technical. 

The Reaſon why I did not fill up the 
other Blanks, was, becauſe I would not 

| direct 
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direct Mr. Pure, nor any of his Godly 
Brethren, to Places, where, I am told, that 
the Spirit 1s not exerciſed with the higheſt 
Purity. | 
As to Fanny Murray's being a Maid, I 
hope ſhe is to pure Minds, but public 
Fame, by which I only know her, ſays, 
That verily ſhe is Fanny Murray; which I 
preſume Mr. Pure is in no Senſe a Stranger 
to, tho* he affects to put the Quaker 
upon us. 

I heartily thank Mr. Pure for proving; me 
a Fool and not a Fool at the ſame Time; 
and hope he will not forget a reciprocal 


Acknowledgment on his Part, tho? I don't. 


demand it. 


Ne 41. 
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I is not ſo much my Concern in 

the conducting of this Paper, whether 
what my Correſpondents write be be finely 
_ digeſted, as that they contain Matter tend- 
ing to the public Welfare. A Piece of 
Wit, without ſomething intereſting, 1s not 
of equal Importance with what is intereſt- 
ing without Wir. In a Word, as I aim 
not ſo much to charm, as to inſtru& and 
inform, I paſs over want of Elegance and 
Beauty, when I find the Writer has a Mind 
honeſtly turn*d, and ſeriouſly wiſhes well 
to the Community, 


The Subject of the following Epiſtle is, 


perhaps, more the Concern of a well- 


govern*d State, than may be at firſt Sight 
readily conceived. Gaming is the Deſtruc- 
tion of our Youth, the Foundation of 
infinite Evils; it nips moral Honeſty in 
the Bud, and turns the well-diſpoſed Mind 


to knaviſh Purſuits ; it is the natural Bar to 


Induſtry, 
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Induſtry, the Foſterer of Idleneſs and Folly; 


a Gaming -Houſe is properly a Nurſery for 


Thieves; therefore, they who keep ſuch, 
the worſt Kind of Villains, except thoſe, 
who, having Power to ſuppreſs them, know, 
wink at, and encourage them. 

In a late Reign, one of the greateſt 
Objections to the Sovereign was his nor 
obſtantes, or authoriſing his Agents or Offi- 
cers to do this or that, notwithſtanding 
expreſs Laws to the contrary. If this was 
ſo great a Crime in the firſt Magiſtrate, 
I conceive it not leſs ſo in Inferiors, who 
act on ſimilar Principles by Connivance. 
The Form or Manner of doing Evil in no 
Senſe leſſens it; it being immaterial to the 
Perſon injur*d, whether it be executed by 
a Highwayman, a Thief, or a Gameſter. 
The Community 1s more our Concern than 
Individuals, and, conſequently, the Conni- 
vance of Magiſtrates more dangerous than 
the Acts of public Robbers. The latter 
only pilfers from you what can probably 
be ſpared without any important. Injury ; 
but the other taints the very Soul of Go- 
vernment, ruins our Minds, robs us of our 
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Induſtry, deſtroys our Peace, and opens the 
Way to all Manner of Vice, Folly, and 
Immorality. In ſome of the ancient States, 
a Magiſtrate of this Turn would have been 
flea'd alive ; and I hope, notwithſtanding 
this Information, there are none- ſuch in 
Great Britain, It. is only the Gameſters 
Impudence to ſay they are permitted; but 
that, one would think, ſhould be a ſufficient 
Spur to thoſe in Power to exert themſelves ; 
and tho? not a primary Reaſon, I conceive 
a very intereſting one ; and will ſhew, that, 
if they have no Regard to the Welfare of 
Society, by doing their Duty on virtuous 
Principles, they have yet ſome to their 
own Reputation, and the Honour of the 
Government. In a Word, if there be fuch 
a Place as intimated below, the natural 
Preſumption will be, that it is conniv'd 
at; and then the Reaſon why, will have 
the worſt Conſtruction put upon it; which, 
I think, every Magiſtrate ought to reflect 
upon with Horror. 
The Limits I have preſcribed myſelf, in 
this Paper, will not permit me to expreſs 
all the Miſeries I have known reſult from 
| a Habit 


it 
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a Habit of Gaming. How many hopeful 
young Gentlemen reduced to Diſtreſs, and 
ſtimulated thereby to commit Actions, 
which, previouſly, the very Apprehenſions 
of would have been worſe than Death to? 
How many Families beggared ? And how 
many poor Wretches hang*d? Whereof 


ſuch Houſes as theſe are the Source, and 


thoſe that connive at and encourage them 
the combining Springs, that, falling into 
the ſame Stream, ſwell it into a formida- 
ble River, 

There may ſeem, at firſt Sight, ſome 
want of Delicacy in my Manner of treat- 
ing this Subject; but the Reader will pleaſe 
to conſider, that, altho' little Errors and 
Follies may be laugh'd out of Counte- 
nance, yet notorious Evils, that affect the 
Vitals of the Conſtitution, muſt be directly 
ſtruck at; not being to be cured by ſuch 
kind of Reflections as delight the Fancy, 
rather than reach the Heart; that play in 
Circumlocutions and Refineries, without 
touching us with that Senſibility which 
is requiſite to tear the Evil up by the 
Root, and entirely annihilate it. The 
O 2 Legiſlature 
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Legiſlature have been thoroughly affected 
with this pernicious Practice, have honeſtly 
exerted themſelves, and made a very ſtrict 


Law againſt it; but the Impudence of 
theſe Fellows is above the Law: They 


have made their Peace, ſay they, not with 
the Law itſelf I hope, but with ſome that 
have Power to lull the Law aſleep. If this 


be truly the Caſe, I would wiſh them to 
remember in Time, that the Law has 
Leaden Wings, but Iron Hands; and that, 


however they may glory in their Wicked- 
neſs during the Interval of Parliament, on 


its next Meeting a Way may be found 


to effectually ſtop the Progreſs of the 
Diſorder, by diſpoſing of both the Actors 


and Encouragers to play their Tricks in 


another Climate. 


To the AUTHOR, &c. 
SIR, 


Think I have read a Saying in one of 
your Fools Lucubrations, that Fools 
will be meddling ; which I imagine aroſe 
from an Obſervation made on thoſe buſy 
Fools, 


es c .IH . . 3 . 5 8 
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Fools, who are continually meddling in 
Things with which they have no Concern : 
But I think its Meaning ought not to be 
confin'd wholly to this Notion, but has a 
further Aſpect, and points at thoſe Fools 
who meddle with Matter of a general 
Complaint, which every Body ought to 
make it their Buſineſs to remedy ; but no 
Body, except the Fool, troubles himſelf 
about, Gaming, I think, is an Evil, a 
Miſchief of fo extenſive a Nature, that it 
has ſcarce any ſober Apologiſts ; it is ſuch 
a ſcandalous Nuſance, that it's ſurprizing 
how it ever comes to be ſuffer'd in a 
Civil Society, eſpecially where there are 
expreſs Laws againſt it. But ſo it is, 
that, when ſuch a Shop happens to be 
opened in a Neighbourhood, whoever 
offers to diſturb or interrupt the Traffick 
carried on there (unleſs he be a Magiltrate) 
ſhall preſently be ſtigmatized with the 
odious Title of an Informer, or a meddling 
Fool. But be it ſo, I am content to be 
thought that Fool; and am not afraid, thro? 
your Means, to inform wiſer Heads (who 
have too much Authority -to be called 
O 3 Fools, 


a Gentleman in the Commiſſion, but who 
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Fools, at leaſt to their Faces, whatever 


they are thought) that they have it at 


this Time in their Power to ſuppreſs a 
notorious Nuſance of this Nature, a com- 
mon Gaming- Table, now kept at a Houſe 
late call'd the Lord M—g—»'s, under the 
Piazza's in Covent. Garden; the Managers 


and Proprietors of which have the Au- 


daciouſneſs to ſay, that they have made 
their Peace with thoſe Gentlemen who 
only could give them Diſturbance, If this 
ſhould happen to be Fact (tho' I hope 
they have no Foundation for this impu- 


dent Boaſt, but their own preſumptuous 


Arrogance, in order to bully Mankind into 
a Belief of it) then farewell Honeſty and 
Juſtice; for, if once the Execution of the 
Laws come to be ſuſpended, Vice and Vil- 
lainy will ſoon be triumphant, 

It is therefore incumbent on thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, who have the Honour to bear 
the King's Commiſſion, to vindicate their 


injur'd Characters; and, by a vigorous 


Exertion of their Power, let theſe Plun— 
derers of the Public ſee, that there is not 


Will 
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will ſtrenuouſly and impartially employ 
his Authority, and the Power veſted in 
him, to diſperſe and extirpate this ſcan- 
dalous Neſt of Thieves, who deſerve no 
more Countenance than Highwaymen, 
Robbers, and Pickpockets. This is the 
ſincere Deſire, and hearty Wiſh, of 


Your moſt bumble Servant, 
And the Fool”s affefionate Kinſman, 


NEHEMIAn HaLlrwirt, 
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IAN. 


F the following Remarks on Shale pea 3 
Othello, which I have pick'd up from 
a Variety of Converſation on the Subject, 
ſeem to you of any Importance, you will 
give yourſelf the Trouble to regulate and 

publiſh them, tho' it were only to oblige 

Your aſfectionale Spouſe, 
Frances Littlewit, 


It ſeem'd to me, at firſt Sight, both an 
Abſurdity, and an Indelicacy in the Poer, 
to introduce an ugiy Black Fellow, and 
give him at once the Dignity of a General, 
and the Happineſs of being belov'd by one 
of the fineſt Women in the World, I 
find, upon due Enquiry, that it's neceſ- 
ſary to be nearly as wiſe as the Poet to 
judge rightly of his Performance, which I 
have ſtudied myſelf into as well as I am 


able, and now conceive the Meaning to 
be, That "_ Force of a Tale, elegantly 


told, 


ö 
| 
| 
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told, will firſt reduce the Soul to Pity, 
and in that pliant State render it ſuſcepti- 
ble of Love; and the not underſtanding 
this Secret in Nature, the true Reaſon 
why the Blackamoor is ſo much objected 
to; yet, in any other Light, would have 
wanted that irreſiſtible Force and Penetra- 
tion which 1s hereby diſcover*d, 

If Deſdemona had been introduc'd as 


falling in Love with a gallant young 


Venetian Nobleman, in his Acts as brave, 
and with a Soul as bright as Othello's, 
where would have been the Wonder? 


The Force and Penetration of the Poet 


had degenerated into common Reflection, 
and there could have been nothing extra- 
ordinary in it, In relating of his Tale, 
the Mind of Deſdemona was raptur'd, or 
rather faſcinated 3 and Complexion, in this 
Caſe, quite out of the Queſtion, Joy and 
Pity alternately ſeiz'd her Breaſt 3 a Con- 
cern for his Sufferings was ſucceeded by 
the Pleaſure of finding him eſcape the 
various Dangers; and the Point is here 
to ſhew, what ought not indeed to be 
too much known by the Men, viz. That 

O 5 whoever 


much handſomer Man than H. 


Po 
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whoever is ſo much the Maſter of Human 
Nature, as to know how to addreſs him- 
ſelf to the Female Heart, by firſt making 
it a Partner in his Sufferings, and then 
Rejoicing in his Safety; neither Age, 
Uglineſs, nor Complexion, will be any 
Bar to his Succeſs. 

Inſtances of this Nature are 8 new 
nor uncommon 3 at firſt Sight, both Sexes 
are charm'd with external Beauty; next, 
with Dreſs and Expence; but neither of theſe 
take deep Root in the Heart: Ic is the 
bright Spirit of the one Sex, transfus*d into 
the other, that fixes eternal Love; and 
this even where Vice 1s habitual and pre- 
dominant. It 1s far from being impoſlible 
to charm a common Proſtitute, or reform 
a noted Debauchee. Supreme Virtue com- 
mands all Things; all wiſh its Alliance. 
Was H 7 as great a Hero as the 
late Duke of Marlborough, and could re- 
count well his glorious Actions, he would 
certainly be the firſt Female Favourite; 
and 'tis probable that the Moor was a 


and yet he only. an ugly Theatric Hero, 
| - or 
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or rather a Deſigner, has found Means to 
charm, nay even captivate, more than 
one Female; How then does it ſeem un- 
natural in the Moor 

The Subject here is War, a Recountirg 
of glorious Actions, great Dangers, and 
happy Eſcapes; the Reverſe of thoſe gay 
delightful Themes that cuſtomarily are 
made uſe of to enchant the Fair ; but, in 
this Caſe, our Sex is abſolutely miſta- 
ken by the Men, ſince few but Romance-- 
Readers are to be charm'd with the Idea. 
of ſhady Groves, flowery Banks, and mur- 
muring Streams; theſe rather affect us 
prettily, than ſtrike us ſenſibly, - We have 
more of Man in us than Men dream of; 
are at moſt but Female Men, and love 
often more than they do, what's Great 
and Noble, without the leaſt Regard to 
external Appearances. 

Warlike Preparations may give ſome 
Women the Vapours, more particularly if 
coming from a Third Perſon ; but theſe 
are generally Women of. the World, whoſe: 
Hearts have been accuſtom'd to wander, 
whom nothing, either glorious or inglo- 

O 6. rious, 
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rious, can affect; who have fled Nature, 
and have therefore no Reliſh for ſolid Joy. 
But this is not ſo with the happy Innocent, 
that every Thing, juſtly valuable, ſtamps 
with an indelible Impreſs. 

It is not in the Power of the Human 
Mind, when otherwiſe diſengaged, to con- 
ceive a very high Eſteem for a great Man, 
and at the ſame Time not have ſtrong Im- 
preſſions in his Favour, both as a Hero and 
a Lover; for, however Softneſs may ap- 
pear in this Caſe a diſtinct Principle, there 
is a Pride in every Woman to be the 
Companion of the braveſt Man in the 
Kingdom; which Pride is only another 
Name for Defire ; Deſire flying ſo high, 
another Name for exalted Love, I ſpeak 
this in a particular Senſe, which is rather 
to be felt than deſcribed, without too cloſe 
a Regard to the exact Signification of 
Words, It was Deſdemona's Caſe, ſhe 
lov*d the greateſt Man ſhe knew; I am 
ſure it would be my own, if the Duke of 
Cumberland was a Blackamoor; at the ſame 
Time Iſhould deſpiſe the run-away young 
Pretender, tho' he was beautiful as an Mo 

| 43. þ 
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S X, 


S the Paper which had the Honour 

of making its Appearance under the 
Character of your 42d Fool, had likewiſe 
the Satisfaction to pleaſe, I can't help here 
opening my Heart freely, by ſhewing for 
what Reaſon I wrote it, It was principally 
to expreſs how much more Power a brave 
and gallant Man has over a Female Heart, 
than an idle Fellow and a Coward ; Men, 
if they may be ſo called, that only fight on 


Carpets, and wear Swords merely to com- 


pleat their Dreſs; that pitifully neglect our 
Defence, and, relative to the public Service 
of their Country, are as mere Women as 
the weakeſt of us all, To love ſuch would 
be our higheſt Diſhonour z and therefore 
we may glory in the Character of Deſdemona, 
and look upon ourſelves as under infinite 
Obligations to the Poet, who has brought 
her upon the Stage in a Light that does 

| Honour 
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Honour to our Sex, at the ſame Time that 
it reflects on cowardly Men, tho” indirectly, 

the moſt eminent Diſgrace. 

Such oblique Strokes as theſe are never 
more proper, than when our Country has 
an inveterate Enemy to contend with; 
and when ſome Men have acted ſo mean 
a Part in our Defence, as muſt ſhame the 
Britiſh Annals. When I have heard of our 
Land Forces flying before the Face of an 
undiſciplin'd Enemy, I have concluded, 
how truly 1 know not, that he who com- 
manded them was no Woman's Man. 

How delicate and fine is that Paſſion ir 
Deſdemona, when the Moor relates to her, 
in private, his Adventures, 

And ſpoke of moſt diſaſtrous Chances, 

Of moving Accidents by Flood and Field, 

And Hair-breadth ſeapes PI imminent deadly 
Breach. 

She gave him for his Pains a World of Kiſſes. 

She ſwore, in Faith, *twas ſtrange, *twas paſ- 
fing ſtrange ; 

She wwiſi*d ſbs bad not heard it; yet ſhe wiſb d 

That Heaven had made her * 4 Man. Sbe 
thank®d bim, 

And 
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And bad him, if be had a Friend that lovd ber. 
He fhould teach him, how to tell his Story; 
And that would <woo her, 

The noble Duke of Venice too, on this: 
being related to him, ſpeaks himſelf, when 
replying, to the Relation above, 

I think this Tale would win my Daughter too. 

This amiable Character of Deſdemona 
brightens ſtill higher, and ſhews, in the fi- 
neſt Light imaginable, the Point I am con- 
tending for; when being aſk'd, where ſhe- 
would chuſe to reſide during the Abſence- 
of her Lord, ſhe anſwers, fhe will reſide 
with, and attend him only; becauſe 
. Heart*s ſubdu*d 
Even to the very Qualities of my Lord; 

I ſaw Othello's Viſage in his Mind, 
And to bis Honour, and his valiant Parts, 
Did I my Soul and Fortunes conſecrate. 

It is evident by what follows, that no- 

other ſenſual Delights, than what naturally- 


fpring from the affected Mind, on the 


beholding ſo illuſtrious an Object, reached 
the Breaſt of Deſdemona; ſhe, fav with the- 
Eyes of her Soul only, while her Body, to- 


the laſt, was perfectly pure and unſullied; 
ia. 
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fo that here the brave Man alone ſeized her 
Heart, not the Perſon of Oi hello; and in 
this Light, I hope, ſpoke the Sentiments of 
every worthy Woman in Britain. 
There is ſomething ſo ſublimely great in 
Men's acting as becomes them, in the Ser- 
vice of their Country, that the very Ima- 

ery of their Acts ſtrikes us at once with 
Love and Admiration, We gaze at them, 
as at ſome ſuperior Beings, - that have no 
Taſte of the Fears and Weakneſſes of hu- 
man Nature; that ſee Lightning flaſh by 
them without Regard, and hear Thunder 
roll without Diſmay ; the Terrors of Storms, 
and Face of an Enemy, only warm and 
actuate their Spirits; a kind of new-born 
Life invigorates the vital Flame, and fires 
it into Action ; like the great Macedonian, 
look with Contempt on Millions; and like 
Cæſar come, ſee, and conquer. 

All Nature bows to Valour, and ack now- 
ledges its ſupreme Dignity. It is the Sun of 
this World that diſperſes the noxious Va- 
pours that bleſſes with its divine Emana- 
tions, and chears with its happy Rays; it 
emits os Light, and Luſtre, to all around; 


and 
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and diſpenſes its ſublime Influence to every 


Corner of the human Mind, which, natu- 


rally affecting Glory, brightens by its Aſſi- 
milation, and ſympathizes with its Fires; 
and thus, aiming to be more enlightened, 
flies towards the principal Source, and be- 
comes enchanted in the Boſom of its beau- 
teous Exemplar. There loving, admiring, 
adoring, embraces its ſole Delight, and 


dwells enraptur'd and entranc'd. Who 


then, that's a Man, would not reſolve to 
be truly brave, and turn his whole Thoughts 
to the Preſervation and Welfare of his 
Country; to riſe above the reſt of Men, 
by his Valour; and be loved and adored 
by the Fair? 
I am your aſſectionate Wife, 
Frances Littlewit. 


P. S. Pray ſay ſomething in one of your 
Fools, about Capt. Brett, who fought the 
French Elizabeth; and about Capt. Sauma- 
rez, who took the Mars. 


Mr, Fool, 
AST Night I went to a noted Tavern 
in the * to ſpend the Evening with 
a Friend; 
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a Friend; we fat down in a public Room, 
where was a Dozen Merchants and eminent 
Tradeſmen, who undoubtedly came to re- 
gale themſelves after the Fatigue of the Day, 
Amongſt the various Subjects that was talk'd 
over, a Hen-peck*d Huſband was introdu- 
ced, which occaſion'd warm Diſputes; the 
one Part would have it that a Man troubled 
with a turbulent Wife, and patiently ſub- 
mitted to the Uſurpation of her, was cer- 
tainly a wiſe and courageous Man ; the 
other Part of the Company thought other- 
wiſe, and deſcribed him as a Man void of 
true Honour, Wiſdom, and Courage. Your 
Animadyerſions on the above Subject, Mr. 
Fool (perchance) may be ſerviceable to many 
of thoſe unfortunate Huſbands, by mitiga- 
ting the Tyranny, if not entirely reform ſome 
of thoſe tyrannical Dames. I am 
Thurſday, October Your humble Servant, 
n. A MN ON. 


Sx i, 


I am not Fool enough to intermeddle 
between Men and their Wives. 
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Mr. Fool, 
Think I have obſerved in one of your 
Lucubrations, that Fools will be med- 
dling, with what does not concern them 3 
and I, like the reſt of the fooliſh Tribe, 
can't always avoid it. I have obſerv'd in 
another of your Night Studies, that you 
don't ſo much regard the Eloquence of the 
Style, ſo it is attended with a good Inten- 
tion, and for the Good of the Community; 
but the following does not comprehend the 
whole Community (yet if it tends to reform 
Individuals or private Perſons of an ill Habit) 
I hope you will not refuſe it a Place in your 
Paper as ſoon as you can; the ſooner the 
better; I ſhould have ſent it you before, 
but had not an Opportunity, 


S 16 


I took a Ramble on Thur/day was Se- 
v'night from the Exchange to Water- Lane 


near the Tower, to ſee the Illuminations and 


Bonfires made in Commemoration of the 
late glorious Battle of Culloden, when, in 
my Rambl&, very near the Trinity- Houſe, I 
[py'd Three“ Objects that commanded my 

Obſervation 
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Obſervation ; a Firſt had a Maſk, very hi- 
deous indeed; a Second had a Pair of 
Ginger-Bread Spectacles; a Third had a 
Maſk on, but not ſo frightful as the firſt ; 
(the Candles repreſented them very obvious) 
ſometimes they would kiſs each other, then 
pull one another's Noſes ; in ſhort, I being 
a gay young Fellow, I * difated a Billet with 
my own Hand Writing; I deſired my Com- 
pliments to the Ladies, and begg'd Admit- 
tance to the Maſque's, but was refus'd on 
Account of its being a private one. I ap- 
peal to the reſt of the Spectators, whether 
it may not more properly be called a public 
Maſque than a private one; I believe there 
are enough to affirm the Truth of this Nar- 


ration. Tou will, perhaps, be inquiſitive to 


know the Reaſon of my publiſhing this, 
ſo trifling a Circumſtance; 'tis not to ridi- 
cule theſe ludicrous Girls that I play the 


| Fool in this Manner; I did not take up the 


Pen to detract, but (ſolely diſintereſted). to 
ſuppreſs 


FI 


— 


I T apprehend that, if Mr. Dingle had been admitted, 


he would never have turn'd Critic, and * dictated a 
Billet wich his own Hand Writing. 
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ſuppreſs this Habit, that reigns ſo predo- 
minate in the Family, frequently before this 
Time, but never arrived to this Degree 
before: To what Pitch will they come to 
in Time, if permitted to go on? I know 
of no other Method effectually to root it 
out better than in this public Manner, 
this plain homely Deſcription ; ſuch as it is, 
I preſent it to you, but how welcome to 
theſe modeſt Nymphs, Time will determine; 
and, till that Time, farewell. 


Yours, 


Tommy DINGLE, 


Ne 44. 


Xs 
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Ne 44. Thurſday, November 6, 1746. 


5 * Gigs * 


SIR, 
HAVE not yet done with the Subject 
1 relating to the Reafon why Deſdemona 
loved Othello. I and my Mama have laid 
our Heads together to ſhew it in another 
Light, not, perhaps, quite fo amiable and 
noble as the firſt, but as much in Nature 
and Truth, and therefore equally juſt, I 
mean, that there are various Reaſons why 
Women fix their Affections on this or that 
particular Kind of Men. Ovhbello ſeized 
Deſdemona's Heart by a Tale, or rather an 
undiſguiſed Relation of his brave Actions; 
this I have the Pleaſure to hear has been 
ſettled to Satisfaction, and leads us into 
a farther Illuſtration. Women, either by 
Nature, Education, or Cuſtom, are deſtined 
to a State of ſeeming Inferiority; and as 
Men muſt be deemed their Superiors, what 
Woman in her Senſes wou'dn't ſet her 
Affections on what really is, or appears to 
| riſe 
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riſe in Value above herſelf? And, when ſhe 
can't attain that, her next Choice is from 
amongſt thoſe who have at leaſt ſome Cha- 
racter diſtinct from the reſt of Mankind. 
The higher and more diſtinguiſhed this 
Character is, the better; but, if it's low, 
it's ſomething we mult eſteem preferable 
to common Sameneſs. Thus Deſdemona 
might have loved Othello, and juſtly too, 
meerly as a great Character, even without 
ever having ſeen him, It was upon this 
Principle, though in a different Light, that 
I eſpouſed myſelf ſpiritually to you; not as 
a brave Man, for I am ignorant of that; 
but as a diſtinct Character, that of a diſtin- 
guiſhed Fool, or an odd ſtrange Fellow. 
In this I have nothing to do with Age, 
Figure, or Complexion ; I view you only 
in the Character of a Fool. I doubt not 
but you will think I am growing ludicrous, 
when I tell you, that it is upon the very 
ſame Principle, that Biddy Buſtle loves her 
Monkey, that miſchievous Creature 1s quite 
a Character reſembling nothing I am ac- 
quainted with, in its Way, but a wanton 
Critic, that pulls Shakeſpear to Pieces, be- 
cauſe he don't underſtand him, You 
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You ſee by this that there is nothing ca- 
pricious in Women's Love; it is founded 
in Nature and Reaſon ; in Nature, becauſe 
it flies at ſomething bright and diſtinguiſh'd 
in Reaſon, becauſe it deſires to blend with 
Merit ſuperior to its own; from hence it 
may be fairly concluded, that Women, not 
abſolutely attached to Senſuality, have, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, very good Reaſon for their 


Choice, and rarely deviate, but when they 


are not ſo happy as to attain their Wiſh; 
then we ſay indeed, better ſome Huſband 
than none. But this has nothing to do with 
our Loves, whatever it may have with our 
Conveniencies, I make a great Difference 
between Deſire and Love; the firſt ſprings 
from our own natural Fancy and diſtinct 
Inclination; the laſt from an Impreſſion 
made upon us by others. It's true, that 
where there is Love, there is Deſire ; but 
there may be Deſire where Love is not; 
and in this lies the Diſtinction; by Deſire, 
l ntend ſenſually to pleaſe myſelf ; by Love, 
I mean that kind of Affection that wiſhes 
the Good of another equal with my own. 


Deſdemona 
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Deſdemona had no apparent Senſuality in 
her Choice of Othello; ſhe loved his Soul, 
and was captivated with his Character; like 
Semele, was charmed with the bright Aaming 
Spirit of the ſeeming Divinity; and in the 
Veen, like her, enraptured to her Ruin. 

There is nothing Platonic in all this 
Nature dictates ſome kind of Senſuality, but 
that only conſequentially; the principal Mo- 
tive was a brighter Fire, pure and unſullied, 
as the Veſtal Flame; ſhe ſaw, as the truly- 
valuable Part of the Sex do, Os hello's Viſage 
in his Mind ; ſhe was too innocent and re- 
ſigned to be guarded againſt the Wiles of 
envious and deſigning Men; and thus, while 
baſking in the Sunſhine of Love, and ſport- 
ing in the Splendor of its divine Emana— 
tions, ſhe was blind to, and unguarded 
againſt, that dark Side which clouds and 
balances all human Luſtre; and when acting 
ſuperior, like a rude Storm, bears down all 
before it, renders the Soul black as Erebus, 
and works the Pafſions into a kind of Chaos; 
yet, is there nothing out of Nature, Truth, 
and common Experience, in all this; and 
is a Point ſo well underſtood, nay, and en- 

Vol. I, P couraged 
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couraged too among the Spaniſh Ladies, 
that, however it may appear to affect the 
Moral of this fine Play, they inſiſt that this 
Jealouſy, this Jaundice of the Mind, this 
Hurricane of the Spirits, is one of the richeſt 
Joys they taſte in the Society of Men; and 
would rather die by the Poniard, than not 
have their Huſbands jealous of them. 
The Ruſſian Ladies ſeem to have ſimilar 
Thoughts of this Matter, by not eſteeming 
ſach Huſbands as do not beat them; that 
being at once a Token of their Love, and 
5 Signature of their Jealouſy. 

The Britiſh Ladies are not, in their Hearts, 
fo contra-diſtin from this, as at firſt Sight 
may be imagined ſince it is well known, that 
whoever interferes between Man and Wife, 
to preſerve the latter from Abuſe, runs the 
Hazard of having the Injured their Ene- 
my; and as ſuch Occurrences uſually ariſe 
from Jealouſy, the high Pulſe of Paſſion in 
a Fever, it is caly to be concluded what 
Turn of Thinking Nature has given uni- 
verſally to Women; and what kind of wild 
Paſſions to Men ; and hence learn what 
human Nature is, and how to be judged of 

| in 
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in a Play. As this kind of Criticiſm has 
ſomething new in it, I hope my Digreſſions 
will be pardoned, as they contribute to il- 
luſtrate the Subject not otherwiſe ſo readily 
comprehended, The Sum of the whole is, 
that the ſenſible Female Mind is more aptly 
captivated by the Characters than the Per- 
ſons of Men; and therefore, in no Reſpect, 
unnatural to love Ozhello, even ſuppoſing 
he told no melting Tale. And that Jea- 
louſy, when carried to ſo great a Pitch as 
in this Play, is attended by a very good 
Moral, and a very juſt one too; yet in 
common Life is not fo frightful a Paſſion 
as is at firſt Sight imagined. But I would 
not wiſh thoſe, whoſe Cuſtom it is to take 
Things by Piece-meal, from hence conclude, 
that it is in any Senſe neceſſary to be jealous 
of, or beat their Wives; becauſe that altho? 
ſome Inſtances are given, for the Sake of il» 
luſtrating the Subject, what one ſubmits to, 
another may diſapprove; and it is as much 
Nature, and the brighter Side of it too, to 
be loving, peaceable, and friendly, as to be 
jealous and jar. J am Yours, &c. 
Ee Frances L1ITTLEWIT. 
2 9 
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O REINE RS, who have pretended 
to obſerve the Diſpoſitions of the Eng- 
liſh, ſay, that we are naturally Inconſtant. 
There is amongſt us ſomething that looks 
very like Inconſtancy, and which may, to 
thoſe who don't thoroughly know us, nor 
are Philoſophical Enquirers, appear the 
fame. This is Raſhneſs of Judgment; 
ſeldom deliberating before we determine; 
and therefore, on maturer Reflection, often 
change our Opinions. The firſt only de- 


- Notes our Spirits ſomewhat too warm, the 


laſt, that we are naturally very honeſt ; and 
I think, if Mr. Pope's Sentiment be right, 
very wiſe too; it being rare to find Fools 
recant, becaule the doing ſo, when miſtaken, 
Mr. Pope thinks, is a Signature of Wiſdom, 
or rather a certain Attainment of it, ſo far 
as the Matter in Queſtion extends. 


But 
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But ſuppoſe it happens, that, on the firſt 
Flight of a Matter of Importance, the Peo- 
ple generally judge right; and, on more 
mature Deliberation, change their Opinions, 
does not this look ſomething like Incon- 
ſtancy ? 

The Truth is, a Fact muſt firſt be ſtated, 
from whence it may appear whether Men, 
ſo wrongly changing, did it from Diſpoſi- 
tion, or were managed into it by Art, 
The Fact before us is this: After the 
Engagement in the Mediterranean, when all 
the Circumſtances we could have, either 
from public or private Authority, appear'd, 
and were conſider'd, it was generally agreed 
that Admiral Matthews had behaved well ; 
on the contrary, that Mr. Leſtock had not 
behaved well. An Enquiry follow'd this 
in the Houſe of Commons, where the beſt 
Opinions ſeem'd to vary from each other; 
and nothing definitive, as I remember, oc- 
curred, except the deſiring of his Majeſty 


that they might both be tried by a Court- 


Martial; which was accordingly directed. 

I find that, on the firſt ſetting out of 

theſe Trial, not only the Run of Mankind 
7 1 | here, 


318 The FOOL. Ne 4g, 
here, but alſo the Maritime People's Opi- 
nions, concurred in favour of Mr. Matthews, 
and Numbers of the laſt were Spectators in 
the Engagement; ſo that if our Advices 
from Chatham told us Truth, and were ne- 
ver publicly contradicted, Mr, Zeftock was 
inſulted upon the common Motives of Dil- 
approbation wherever he appear'd in or 
about that Town. 

It appears ſince, that Mr, Lefock is not 
only acquitted by the Court-Martial, but 
while his Superior was trying, and. before 
the Event was, or at leaſt ought to be 
known, is diſpatched Abroad with a fu- 
preme Command, on an important Expe- 
dition ; and about the Time that ſome 
vague News arrived of his having done 
ſomething, though in Fact perhaps worſe 
than nothing, Mr. Matthews appears to 
have been condemn'd; but why, I ſuppoſe 
we are at preſent to be Strangers to. 

The Scene now changes, and Men are apt 
to ſay that Mr. Matthews is only blameable ; 
nay, before Judgment given, or without 
any certain Knowledge of the Reaſon, 
unleſs ſome private Reaſon, but known to 

themſelves, 
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themſelves, it was publicly declared, that 
he would be condemned to die, but that his 
Majeſty would interfere to pardon him; 
and with this Kind of Inſolence mix'd 
their cuſtomary Ignorance, that he would 
forfeit all his Goods and Chattels, Theſe 
wiſe Judges of the Law ſillily concluding, 
that ſuch Forfeiture muſt be the natural 
Conſequence of ſuch Conviction by a Court- 
Martial; but this was founded on the ſame 
ſuperlative Ignorance as exhibited itſelf to 
public Deriſion, in the Letter concerning 
the Affair of Sir Chaloner Ogle ; and expreſſes 
how much the Judgment of Men are to be 
depended upon, who want even common 


Senſe to guide them. How all this will - 


turn out, when, if ever we had the Fayour 
to ſee theſe famous Trials publiſh'd by 
Authority, will be Matter of future Reflec- 
tion. At preſent we only find Mr, Mat- 
thews condemn'd, but why, we are to gueſs 
at as we can. At Common Law, a Trial, 
relative to Life and Death, is always pub- 


liſh'd; and we hope this will be no Secret, 


becauſe 1t will thence appear, how far the 


Body of the Nation have been right, or 


P 4 miſtaken, 
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miſtaken. And they are better intitled to 
it than my Brother Seamen at firſt Sight 
imagine, Firſt, on the ſame Principle as 
.at Common Law, becauſe the Life, Liber- 
ty, or Reputation of a Fellow-Subje is at 
Stake; which is equally our Concern by 
what Law he 1s tried, The next is, as be- 
ing an Affair which generally concerns the 
Community, who have therefore a Right 
to enquire how thoſe conduct themſelves, 
whom they pay and ſupport, whether as 
Delinquents or Judges. In this Light, the 
Sea Officers may be as vain and haughty as 
they pleaſe, deſpiſe their Maſters, and con- 
demn our Reflections; but it is, and I hope 
always will be, in the Power of the People, 
to inſiſt upon being ſatisfied, 
It is in all Court-Martials the ſame, whe- 
ther by Land or Sea; the Community have 
a clear Right to know why any Fellow- 
Subject is condemn'd or acquitted, if it 
were only to prevent Arbitrary Power ta- ( 
king Place, and, in Courſe of Time, ſub- | 
|  _jetting every Individual to the Nonſenſe of h 
Authority, inſtead of the Juſtice of the 
| Law. For, ſuppoſe it ſhould appear, as 
| e poſſibly 
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poſſibly it may very ſoon, that many Sub- 

have ſuffered without Law to authoriſe 
it, purely through the Ignorance of Martial 
Judges : May we not have Reaſon to dread 
the Conſequences, eſpecially when Military 
Men have, on more Occaſions than one, 
ſhewn themſelves totally ignorant of ſuch 
Laws as have. been purpoſely made to 
guide them ? 

In order to clear themſelves of this 
Charge, the Sea Officers would do well to 
ſhew, whether by the Statute of the 13th 
of Charles II, or by any other, and what 
Law, they have Power to impriſon Men for 
Life, or any long Term of Years? 

The Land Officers will do well to ſhew- 
by what Law they have tried and puniſhed: 
Men for Deſertion in Time of Peace, when 
the Fact committed was previous to the 
Statute that directed the Puniſhment, and 
under which they: acted. 

There remain many other Queries, one 
eſpecially relating to impreſs'd Seamen, Fiſh-- 
ermen, Cc. which ſhall appear in proper 


Time and Place. At preſent I have only 
Room left to ſay, that I hope we have a. 
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Right to know by what Authority, and for 
what Reaſon, the meaneſt Subject is con- 
demn'd, and to have their Frials made 
Public; much more ſo, when any Officer 
of Diſtinction is tried, either by Sea or 
Land, whether condemn'd or acquitted; 
- and ſtill more, when the Matter in Queſtion 

is of that Importance, as eſſentially to affect 
the Safety and Welfare of the whole Com- 
munity, | 
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F Time, Perſons, Conduct, and every 

other neceſſary Appurtenant, has been 
as well conſider'd and applied, as the indi- 
vidual Scheme of attacking Britany, I ſhould 
conceive wonderful Hopes of the Event, as 
it certainly touches France in the moſt ten- 
der Part, ſeparates and diſunites their main 
Power, lowers their Credit, and if, in any 
Degree, ſucceſsful, will produce ſuch a Di- 
verſion, as may puzzle her wiſeſt Councils 


to provide againſt. 


-Ir is difficult to ſay how far the Time 
has been well judg*d : Our Troops, Sc. I 
think, were ready in June laſt, and lay for 
Orders (as I ſuppoſe) until September ; a bad 
Seaſon to begin a Campaign in by Land, 
but much worſe by Sea. The Reaſon of 
waiting thus long feems to have been At- 
tending the Motions of the United Armies 


in Italy ; and, they, not being ready to enter 
Provence earlier, a Diverſion on this Side 
would have been uſeleſs. But this is only 
keing the Point in one Light: Is it not 

P 6 probable, 
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probable, that, had this Diverſion been be- 
gun when we were ready, and lay idle, that 
it would have been the Occaſion of draw- 
ing off a large Body from Count Saxe's 
Army, and conſequently of bringing the 
Two Armies. in.the Netherlands near on a 
Parity of Force; which ſeems as eſſential as 
making a Diverſion in Favour of the United 
Armies in [taly, and perhaps would have 


prevented the Allies having been diſtreſs'd 
in the late Action at Rocoux ? 


A Fleet out at this Seaſon of the Year is 
not without ſome Hazard, though perhaps 
not ſo much as is generally conceiv'd, but 
certainly. more than in Summer, if nothing 
but long Nights made the Difference ; how- 
ever, if they have acquir*d a Port where 
they are ſhelter'd from the North-Weſt to 
the South-IYeft, they may probably be very 
ſufe; but in this Caſe the Operations of the 
Land Forces can only be near them, and in 
this Seaſon very ſlow, and only affect the 
open Country, which ſurely can anſwer no 
important End. 

It is to be obſerv'd, that the Rritany. Mi- 
litia, to the Number of about che thouſand 
| | five 
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five hundred Men, embark'd on Board D- 
Anville's Squadron, which ſhews that the 
French were bare of Regular Troops in that 
Part; and, by drawing off the Militia, left 
the Country, in a good Meaſure, defenceleſs, 
which certainly render*d the Opportunity 
extremely fair for invading it; but D' An» 
ville's Squadron ſailed in the Summer, and 
conſequently the Country as open then as 
now. It is true, that Relief could have 
march*d ſooner ;. ſo could we have done 
more Buſineſs, but in many Reſpects have 
ran leſs Hazard, either of our Navy-Ships, 
or Tranſports. 

The moſt important Points to be pur- 
ſued in Britany, independent of meer Di- 
verſion, are the Towns of Nantz and Breſt; 
becauſe of the Trade carried on in the firſt; 
and of the laſt being the beſt, if not the 
only Naval Harbour in Veſt France: That 
both theſe Towns are fortified, is very well 
known; and that neither are very ſtrong 
by Land, is true; but either too ſtrong to 
be attacked at this Seaſon of the Year, and 
by ſo ſmall a Body as ſeven or eight thou- 
fand Men, which I conceive. to be the utmoſt 

: Number, 
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Number at preſent under General Sinclair. 
Therefore Two Points to be conſidered 
more: The firſt is, the ſending Men enough 
to render this Attempt effectual; the other, 
of engaging the Affections of the Inhabi- 
tants. As we have Footing, the firſt is 
eaſily effected from Ireland; the laſt will 
depend very much on the good Manage- 


ment, and felf-denying Principles, of the 


Perſons in Command ; in which Light, 1 


think Two- properer than the Admiral and 


General could not have been pitched upon, 
both being as difinterefled Men as the Three 


Kingdoms could have produced; therefore great 
Hopes conceived of the Event, notwithſtand- 


ing the Unſeaſonableneſs of the Campaign, 
if theſe Officers be properly ſupplied and 
ſupported ; as the Character of the one re- 
quires yet a little clearing up, and the other 
has his Fortune to make by his Conduct 
and Gallantry. That they will be well ſup- 


plied and ſupported, I cannot in the leaſt 


doubt; becauſe they are the Choſen of thoſe, 


in whoſe Power it is to do every Thing that 


is proper; and whoſe Reputation, on this 


Occaſion, is blended with theirs, 


As 
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As our Troops and Intereſts improve in 
Britany, and the United Armies on the Side 
of Provence make further Acquiſitions, there 
will be a kind of Neceſſity for the French to 


draw off their Troops in Proportion from 
the Low Countries; and, as they happen to 


come nearer on a Level with the Allies, it 
may not perhaps be amiſs to ſhip ſome. 


Forces from their Winter Quarters, and 
tranſport them into Britany; and, by this 
Means, carry the War entirely into France 
by Provence and Britany, from whence would 
flow many important Benefits. The Ruin 
of their Credit, Deſtruction of their Trade, 
the rendering it impracticable to raiſe more 
Men, for want of Means to ſupport them, 
and, conſequently, by their Army weakening 
every Day, reduce them to ſuch Terms, as 
are proper to oblige them to let their Neigh. 
bours live at Peace for the future. 

Fown this is counting a little without one's 


Hoſt; but I think that there is nothing clearer 


than the Probability of ſuch an Effect, if well 
concerted Meaſures are formed, and purſued 
with Spirit and Conduct. I confeſs I think 
that the Dawn is opening to the happieſt Ara 
that Britain ever yet gloried in. The 
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The Power of France is JOY great, 
not of itſelf, but by Means of making the 
utmoſt Uſe of its Strength, and puſhing it 
forward with Spirit and Activity; not ſtag- 
gering at any Means that may contribute 
to the End aim'd at, unimpeded by any 
Oppoſition at Home, and very dextrous in 
managing their Neighbours ; but let the 
French be once beat in the Heart of their 
own Country, and this Power inſtantly va- 
niſhes. That it is not impoſſible to beat 
them, I preſume no Body will pretend, it 
being very rare that they are not beat, 
fighting on any kind of equal Terms;.and if 
at Home once beat, I conceive the Gallic 
Spirit gone for ever. In this critical Con- 
Juncture i it's certainly worth trying, for we 
owe them much for the jaſt Rebellion. 
The Empreſs and the King of Sardinia are 
both deeply indebted to France, as well as 
we; to re- pay the French, but common 
Juſtice; it will ſave our young, poſitive, 
Nenn much Labour and Anxiety; 
and, without the leaſt affecting his Brain, 
crown a may Peace, with. v 


I 


[- 329 ] 
Ne 47. Thurſday, October 30, 1746. | 


—— — —— 


HE happy Proſpe& now before us 
of ending the War ſucceſsfully, muſt 
ſtrike with Pleaſure the Heart of every ho- 
neſt Briton; as we hope thereby to eſtabliſh 
our future Situation on ſuch à Footing, as 
will not be in the Power of France any more 
to diſturb it; and that will give us Leiſure, 
if aided by good Conduct, to diſcharge the 
Nation of thoſe burthenſome Debts which 
have proved ſo hęavy a Load upon us, as 
in ſome Meaſure to weigh againſt our Acti- 
vity, and prevented our acting with Vigour 
ſuitable to the Emergencies of the Times. 
As the Treaty of Worms was the Baſis 
whereon all our Succeſs has been eftabhſhed, 
we can't help learning from hence a very ne- 
ceflary Leſſon; which is, that of not judging 
too haſtily, and condemning Men in Power, 
before we are acquainted either with the 
Motives of their Actions, or of the Effects 
naturally reſulting therefrom. 
| There 
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There has happened ſomething very re- 
markable in relation to this famous Treaty; 
which is, that the very People, who made 
the greateſt Outcry againſt it, are the very 
People who found all their Meaſures upon 
itz and, while by cenſuring of it they got 
into Place, on its Baſis they would raiſe 
their Glory. 

For my Part, it's extremely indifferent 
to me, and, I believe, to the whole Nation, 
on what Bottom they build, ſo they do but 
dextrouſly carry the Buſineſs of the State 
into Execution; and procure us at laſt a 
ſolid Peace, ſuch a Peace as Britons have a 
Right to expect in conſequence of the Treaty 
of Worms. 

I hope a very ſhort Time will inform us 
of the United Armies in Itah having en- 
tered Provence, and of their Progreſs there; 
and, I believe, it will not be leſs pleaſing to 
learn the Succeſs of our Arms in Britany. 
Both theſe, proving well, will givea happy 
Turn to the preſent War, and put France 
under Difficulties ſhe was a Stranger to in 


the laſt ; though then more eminently ſuc- 
ceſsful on our Part, 


I con- 
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I confeſs, on the firſt ſetting out on the 
Britany Expedition, I was charmed with the 
Deſign, and heartily wiſhed thoſe who di- 
refed it good Succeſs : But when I ſaw the 
Courſe of that Expedition, balanced be- 
tween Hopes and Fears, embarking and 
diſembarking, at Plymouth and Port POrient, 
running here, there, every where, and no 
where; looked ſo like a Diſtraction of 
Counſels, that in no Senſe appeared to bode 
any Good; and what in ſuch Caſes does 
not produce Good, is always attended by a 
Train of Evils. 

IIl. concerted Expeditions are thi hve of 
a Nation's Reputation; and, if badly exe- 
cuted, turn War into a kind of Phrenzy. 
A Nation, that has Reputation Abroad, has 
leſs Need of a Purſe; will be honoured 
without requiring it, and rever*d for even 
their imaginary Power; will be courted, 
careſs*d, and apply'd to by all their Neigh- 
bours; and may give the Fate of Europe 
a'moſt what Turn they pleaſe. But how 
will it look ? What Face can we put upon 
that kind of News, which contraſts the vain 


Stile of the Roman Conqueror; when it is 
ſaid, 
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ſaid, that the Engliſh went, ſaw, and re- 
turn'd; were laughed at, deſpiſed, and 
retired, without being oppoſed ; when it is 
reported in all the Foreign Papers, that a 
Britiſb Commodore was frightened out of his 
Wits at the Sight of a French Squadron ; 
when the Safety, Honour, and Welfare of a 
Britiſh Admiral is brigu'd for at Home 
and, to eſtabliſh his Reputation out ef 
Doubt, is ſent Abroad on an important 
Expedition, and returns again without exe- 
cuting any Thing? How will this appear 
to our Allies? How to our Enemies ? 
Not at all to that Glory we are ſo fond of 
having the World believe we have acquired 
by our Arms. O 7tempora! O mores! O 
Britain ! How is thy Honour laid in the 
Duſt! Thou Queen of Iſlands ; thou Beauty 
of the Ocean; how art thou diſgraced ? 
Not by the Miniſtry, they can't help it; 
they are innocent in the Matter; they make 
Men Officers ; they repoſe a Confidence in 
them; they ſend them Abroad, and they 
return Home again; and ſo, as we ſay in 
a Country Dance, in your Place again 
as. before, 


T here 


cn wn * * — Ay 


Ne 47. The FOOL. 333 

There is certainly a kind of Inhumanity 
in ruining Men, meerly for being Fools, 
or Cowards : Want of Genius is not a Crime, 
but a Defect; and an Abhorrence of Diſſo- 
lution, the meer Dictate of Nature. Thus 
for an Army in Britany to be frightened at 
an Army in Handers, is no more wonderful 
than a Squadron in the Veſt-Indies being 
terrified at one in Breſt Harbour; but when 
either approach the other, then it is terrible 
indeed; the Sight of an Enemy is ſhocking 
to human Nature ; and we may write and 
talk, out of Danger, as much as we pleaſe 
but, Blood and Fury, when the Gunpowder 
comes to ſtink in our Noſtrils, what are we 
betcer than Children ſucking at our Mothers 
Breaſts? Meer Milk-ſops indeed; formed 
rather to batten on the lovely Boſoms of our 
Nurſes, than to battle with thoſe grim- 
whiſker*d Rogues the French Soldiers, and 
thoſe ſuperlative brave Fellows their Sea- 


Men. Ye Gods ! If you did but ſee what 


Officers they have; how finely they work 
their Ships ; how delicately they order their 
Men; how judiciouſly they fight their 
Guns; and what natural Spirit and Bravery 

diffuſes 
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diffuſes itſelf through the moſt minute 
Particle of a French Man; no Briton, who 
had common Humanity, would ever dream 
of deſiring any Countryman of his to be 
puniſhed for what is miſtakenly called 
Cowardice ; when it is only running away 
from the Heroes of the Univerſe, the ter- 
reſtrial Gods, the irreſiſtible Conquerors of 
this lower World, who, even but the other 
Day, with only the Loſs of about .nine 
thouſand Men, ſlew near four thouſand of 
the Enemy ; and ſang Te Deum thereupon 
in Triumph. 

It is as wrong, not to ſay wicked, to 
reflect on the Miniſtry ; ſince, ſuppoſing it 
_ poſſible for them to err in Judgment, they 
ought not to be ſpoke Evil of on that 
Account; all Men are ſometimes miſta- 
ken, and why not upon one Occaſion as 
well as upon another? It is true, that a 
ſhining Genius ſtruck them out a Road; 
became their Arcadian Star, their Tyrian 
Cynoſure (as Milton phraſes it) to direct 
them to the Port of Peace, to the Haven of 
Tranquility and Repoſe. He made them 
a Treaty, that eſtabliſhed almoſt an indiſ- 

ſoluble 
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ſoluble Union with the beſt Powers in 
Europe; but there is a vaſt Difference be- 
tween Projecting and Effecting, between 
Deſigning and Executing, My Lord Bur- 
lington may plan out a fine Building, but 
all the Fiddlers in England might ſcrape their 
Hearts out, before they could raiſe it. So 
it is with a State Architect, when he can 
get none but Fiddlers to work. 

I am not now ſpeaking of Meaſures, but 
of the executing them when laid, with Skill 
and Dexterity. The Treaty of Worms has now 
brought the Arms of our Allies to the Ene- 
mies Frontiers; and a more happy Deſign 
than that of attacking the French in Britany, 
could not have been thought of ; and which, 
had it been well executed, would not have 
wanted its due Eulogiums; as it would 
have given us new Spirits, and quite alter*d 
the Face of Affairs in Europe, and given an 
Eclat to the Engliſh Arms I hope they will 
always merit, when ſuitably conducted. 
As Matters have been circumſtanc'd, every 
Thing has exactly coincided, The Troops 
ſent on this Expedition lay at Portſmouth, 
if I remember right, Zune, Fuly, and Au- 


guſt ; 
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guſt ; ſailed to Plymouth in September, and 
thence to Port POrient : That they might 
have taken it on the firſt Surprize, is now 
out of Doubt; that they did not, is very 
clear. The Remainder of the Troops de- 
ſign'd to follow were ſent to Plymouth. 
The Tranſports ordered to lie in the Sound, 
the Danger whereof is not unknown to 
every Seaman z they received various Orders 
and Counter-Orders, and at length came 
back again. Thoſe on the Expedition re- 
imbark'd at Por: Louis, landed again at 
Cape Quiberon, reimbarked again, and ſo 

came Home. | 
This conciſe Account is only given to 
ſhew that this Expedition anſwer*d the End 
as might be reaſonably expected. It has 
drawn ſome Forces out of Flanders that the 
French have no Uſe for there, but has not 
prevented the ſending them into Provence, 
which I at firſt conceived to have been the 
main View in this Expedition, and there- 
fore concluded, that not only the Expence 
is thrown away, but what is infinitely worſe, 
our Arms are diſhonour*d, and the French 
injudiciouſly ſhewn where they are weakeſt ; 
_ while 
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while we have, by this ſtrange Conduct, diſ- 
abled ourſelves from attacking them, 

In this Light, to what End do we make 
Treaties, and procure Alliances, if we, who 
are the moſt deeply intereſted in the Event, 
ſhew ourſelves ſo unable to do any one im- 
portant Act tending to the general Welfare? 
We can't expect to be depended upon, or 
aided for the future, much leſs to ſupport 
ourſelves, when we can't, or won't, find an 
Officer capable to execute the moſt trivial 
Attempt upon the Enemy. What will our 
firm Friend the King of Sardinia ſay, when 
he hears this? May it not occaſion him to 
change his Meaſures, and unite with thoſe 
he plainly perceives minds what they are 
about? And then, who can foreſee the fa- 
tal Conſequences? If we are really deſirous 
of Peace, we ſurely goan unaccountable Way 
to procure it; and, if thoſe in Power ima- 
gine they are not anſwerable for the Perſons 
they employ, it will create a Soleciſm in Po- 
j tics, not eaſy to be adjuſted ; I mean, be- 

ſides the Perſons employ*d being anſwerable 
themſelves: It ſeeming very ſtrange, that 
they could not ſee what almoſt every Body 


Vor. I. : Q ſaw, 
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ſaw, at the firſt ſetting out of this Expe- 
dition; it being the common Talk, that it 
would come to nothing; and which, how- 
ever, proves for once that the People in 
general were infinitely better Prophets than 
the Perſons that directed it; and, I am afraid, 
proves them better Judges too; which can't 
help being Matter of eminent Concern to 
every Man that wiſhes well to his Country. 
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HE greateſt Happineſs, that can at- 

tend any State, is founded on Fru- 
gality, good Conduct, and Perſeverance. 
Frugality is not only the taking Care that 
the public Money ſhall not be ſquandered 
away, but alſo that none be employed in 
public Affairs but ſuch as are thoroughly 
Maſters of the reſpective Buſineſſes they 
engage in, and active in their ſeveral Em- 
ployments. Good Conduct is that Manner 
of directing public Affairs, as that the Na- 
tion is upon the Whole benefited thereby. 
By Perſeverance, I mean the perſiſting in, 
and purſuing of, ſuch Meaſures as are found- 
ed on good Conduct; and which, once laid, 
and then deviated from, perplex and con- 
fuſe the public Counſels, and, like a Ship 
in a Storm, wander here and there, as the 
Violence of the Winds, or Force of the Seas, 
direct, without any Regard to the Judgment 
of the Helmſman. 


22 Frugality 


os ol 
* A 4A. — BY" AE res 


3 - * * 
ä r 


— 2 — 
2 rr 
— — * 
* 
4 


340 The FOOL, N*48. 

Frugality regards the Army, the Navy, 
the Public Offices, and the Civil Liſt. If 
in the Army any uſeleſs People are kept on 
Foot, and paid, as the Field and Staff-Offi= 
cers of Marines, in both the Army and 
Navy 3 if any uſeful Officers are continued 
on Halſ-Pay, while new ones are made, this 
is wanting of Frugality ; if in the Public 
Offices any Perſons are employed, whoſe 
very Places depend on ſuch Tranſactions as 
contribute to the leſſening of the Revenues, 
as if ſupported by Smugglers, &c. ſuch is 
want of Frugality, if not of good Conduct 
too; if any Perſons are ſupported by the 


Civil Liſt, by Penſions therefrom, other 


than thoſe actually in the Public Service, as 
Ambaſſadors, Foreign Agents, Spies, &c. 


"this is want of Frugality. Frugality then 
abhors applying Money wrong, as well as 
ſquandering of it idly away; and ill Ap- 
plication includes ill concerted Expeditions, 
becauſe they are expenſive and uſeleſs; and 
bad Conduct too, becauſe they can't, with- 


out a Miracle, be ſucceſsful. 
Good Conduct makes a Government eſ- 
teemed at Home, and revered Abroad. On 
it 


Ms Te FOOL. 724 
it depends the Peace, Welfare, and public 
Credit af a Nation; it makes them be courted 
inſtead of courting ; it ſends no Ambaſſa- 
dors Abroad to beg a bad Peace, nor makes 
any idle Treaties : Temporary Expedients, 


and P——ry P ts, are unknown to it ; 
its fundamental Guide is Wiſdom, its Right 
Hand Man 1s Frugality, and its Breaſt-Plate 
Perſeverance : It is at Enmity with Trick 
and Chicane z heavy Taxes are its Averſion, 

and Folly its Footſtool. 

Perſeverance is the lawful Iſſue of Mag- 
nanimity, who 1s the right Heir of Spirit 
and Conduct, begot when the Sun was in 
its Zenith, and Mars and Mercury in Con- 
junction: Its Tutor is Reaſon, and Judg- 
ment its principal Supporter: It is ſteady 
as the Earth, and even as the Surface of the 
filent Stream : It abhors being put out of 
its Courſe, and always moves in a ſtreight 
Line to the Center of Succeſs ; there pruncs 
its Wings, flutters and triumphs. | 

We ſee on what kind of Principles the 
Glory of a Nation, and Happineſs of its 
People, are founded ; and by theſe Tefts ſhall 
examine the preſent State of our Affairs. 


Q 3 Our 
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Our Frugality and good Conduct has diſ- 
tinguiſhedly appeared in the Management 
of our Arms Abroad, during this War, 
both by Sea and Land; by neither having 
done any Thing that we can diſcover, ex- 
cept the Battle of Dettingen, tho? attended 
by an immenſe Expence. The Army was 
idle elſe, ſome Campaigns, when even ſu— 
perior to the Enemy in the Field; and, when 
the Scene changed, could not do any Thing. 
The Navy has been of ſome Uſe on the 
Coaſts of Italy, but in no Senſe equal to the 
End deſigned by it. Nearer Home we have 
ſeen French Squadrons go Abroad, and Fleets 


of Trading Ships, with ſlight Convoys, re- 


turn Home without Interruption. Expedi- 
tions projected, carried on at great Expence, 
and come to nothing; why, or wherefore, 
that theſe Things have ſo happened, is ſo 
obvious and clear, as need not any Eluci- 
dation, Our Buſineſs here is only to re- 
mind Men of what has occurred to their 
Knowledge, without enlarging upon the 
Particulars, or ſhewing any but the general 
Cauſes; as the Want of Frugality in ſpend- 
ing Money rightly, and of good Conduct 

in 
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in ſuiting Men to Deſigns. As to our own 
Trade, for ſome Time paſt, I think it has 
ſuffered ſufficiently z though we have near 
Ten Armed- Veſſels to the Enemies one. 
The Civil Liſt is doubtleſs very great, 
and therefore very much in Debt; good 
Policy requires, that it ſhould be clear; and, 
how it became involv'd, they Know belt 
whoſe frugal Management, and good Con- 
duct, has brought it in Debt. Some of the 
Parties intereſted can't complain, if they 
are never paid; others it may be very hard 
upon, eſpecially ſuch who either do real 
Duty, or, according to Modern Cuſtom, 
are obliged to purchaſe their Places; but 
how the Nation can now afford to make 
ſuch Debts good, is not readily conceivable, 
ſince the Navy-Debts, where People either 
labour hard for their Money, and run thro? 
infinite Toils and Hazards, or vend their 
Goods, will find it difficult enough to get 
paid. Upon the whole, it does not appear 
that we have, by Frugality, or good Con- 
duct, done any Thing that may tend to the 
Honour, Safety, or Welfare of the State; 
and therefore Perſeverance, not the happieſt 


Q 4 Quality, 
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Quality, when appearing in a contraſted 
Light, to what muſt conſtitute it a Virtue; 
which it 1s, when founded on Frugality and 
good Conduct, | 
One Seneca, an antiquated Roman Moraliſt, 
18 pleas*d to ſay, * That in all our Undertak- 
« ings, let us firſt examine our ownStrength ; 
the Enterprize next; and Thirdly, with 
* whom we have to deal.“ Propheſying 
thereby, to future Stateſmen, what would 
naturally be the Reſult of acting upon vague 
and irregular Principles, whether of enter- 
ing into a War unprepared, or not apply- 
ing to it; when in it, the not employing 
proper Perſons, or not knowing the Strength 
of our Enemy; and what perhaps is til 
more ſtrange, the not knowing our own 
Strength, what we are capable of doing in 
a War; and if known, how to put this 
Power in Motion, fo as to operate for the 
general Benefit. 
The old Romans calculated their Power 
to a Nicety, and uſed it with great Addreſs 
I think the French have followed them pret- 
ty cloſely in this Particular, whence it hap- 
pens war it would * an Age to ruin 
them; 
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them; if thoſe who intend it are ignorant 
of knowing and applying accordingly that 
native Strength, which requires ſome Skill 
and Attention to calculate. The being 
Strangers to this, and to the perſonal Merits 
of Men, is the true Cauſe of all our Miſ- 
conduct, at leaſt by Sea, where the Enemies 
Power can't well be miſtaken; nor could it 
be by Land, if ſome People were not more 
defirous of being at the Head of Affairs, 
than of ſuiting themſelves to the Station. 
But as the ſame Seneca obſerves, * Some 
People ſcorn to be taught, others are 
* aſhamed of it, as they would be of going 
to School when they are old: But it is 
© never too late to learn what it is always 
neceſſary to know, ſo long as we are igno- 
_ © rant, that is to ſay, ſo long as we live.“ 
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F the Reader will pleaſe to look back 
to the Time that the late Rebellion 
began to make any Figure in the North of 
Scotland, he will find in this Paper an Ac- 
count of the firſt Appearance of a certain 
Lady called Jenny Cameron, of whoſe Pro- 
greſs and Adventures I then promis'd to 
give a farther Account. Upon this ſingle 
Hint, the other Publie Papers, the little 
Piratical Bookſellers, and their Hackney 
Scribes, have created an imaginary Jenny 
Cameron, a Being of their own fertile Brains; 
and for ſome Time have impos'd upon the 
Town with the Hiſtory of a Shadow. 

The Truth of the Matter is, That my 
Correſpondent, who was a Spy in the Rebel 
Army, on a ſudden loft her; and it was 
conjectured, that her Ladyſhip had chang'd 
her Habit, and was gone diſguiſed either to 
Edinburgh or London, in the private Service 
of the Cauſe : Of this I had Notice, and ſo 
| doubt 


) 
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I doubt not had my Superiors; notwith- 
ſtanding which, neither they nor myſelf 
could ever learn what became of her, yntil 
very lately an Accident produc'd her again 
to Light. 

An Acquaintance of mine introduc'd me 
the other Day into the Company of a Lady, 
who is Wife to one of the Naval Com- 


manders on the late Equivocal Expedition 


to Cape Quiberon, whom I found very plea- 
ſantly diverting the Company with the 
Hiſtory and Character of a certain Lady 
they called Boca Chica, a Name which I 
underſtood Spaniſh enough to conceive in 
the merrieſt Senſe imaginable. 

As I found ſome Hints in the Relation, 
exactly coinciding with my previous Infor- 
mations, concerning the Perſon and Cha- 
rater of 7enny Cameron, I could not help 
being extremely attentive; and obſerving 
the Captain's Lady very much on the Re- 
ſerve, in ſome Part of the Hiſtory, it the 
more increas'd my Curioſity ; and being 
determined to get at the Bottom of it, for 
the Good of my Country, as. well as my 


oy private Satisfaction, I us*d my beſt Skill 


Q 6 to 


348 The FOOL N' 49. 

to become Maſter of this Lady's Eſteem 

and Confidence, which I had the good Fore 
tune to ſucceed in; and thereby learnt the 
tollowing Hiſtory, 
Jenny Cameron, for ſome Days after her 
Adventure, as was heretofore related, with 
the young Pretender, chang'd the Habit of 
her Sex for that of an ordinary Lowland 
Man's Dreſs; and with only one Compa- 
nion, an old Servant, croſs'd the Country 
on Foot, thro* Badenoch, Athol, and Perth, 
into the County of Fife, At Kirkaldy they 
hir'd a Boat to carry them over the Firth 

of Forth, to Leith or Muſſelborough, intend- 

ing for Edinburgh, but was made a Priſoner 

in her Paſſage by the Vigilant, Capt. Beaver, 
who commanded one of the Men of War 
there ſtationed z who, on Examination, 
finding ſomething in her above her Dreſs, 
though not ſuſpecting her Sex, he ſent her 
in Cuſtody by Sea to London, and diſmiſſed 
her Companion. 

The Ship ſhe was ſent in. .gotup no higher 
than the Nore, being prevented by a ſtrong, 
Weſtery Wind. Here Jenny found Means. 
to make her Eſcape, and got aſhore * 

_e ja 
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the Iſle of Grain, and thence found her Way 
to Chatham, put herſelf into a genteel Dreſs, 
like a Sea- Lieutenant, and made it one Part 
of her Diverſion to attend the Court-Martial, 
then acting there. As ſhe frequented both 
the Sun at Chatham and the Crown at Ro- 1 
cbeſter, and wanted neither Money, Wit, 
nor Addreſs, ſhe was at no Loſs to ingra- 
tiate herſelf with the principal Officers; 
nor did ſhe neglect making herſelf agree- - 
able to the Ladies; and became ſo more 
particularly to the Captain's Wife, who. 
furniſhed me with this Narration; ſo that 
there was a Friendſhip between them, that 
occaſion*d ſome Reflections, not much to 
the Lady's Honour. 
By aſſociating with the principal Officers, 
Jenny Cameron learnt all the Hiſtory and 
Deſigns of their Proceedings, and then, 
dextrouſly changing herſelf into a Lawyer, 
made her Addreſs, and privately offer*d her 
Service to one of the capital Offenders ; 
who, being a Man of great Cunning and 
Sagacity, preſently accepted, and ſoon found 
2 Uſe for her Services. Jenny was hereby | 
doubly advantag'd; on one Side, quite fate | 
from | 
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from Suſpicton, and, on the other, had Op- 
portunity of diving into the Affections of 
the Sea Officers, in regard to her pretended 
Prince. She followed the Court-Martial up 
to Deptford, and there, by her Advice and 
Aſſiſtance, fo dextroufly contrived Matters, 
| that the Perſon whom ſhe ſerved was ho- 
nourably acquitted: This naturally enough 
raid in him a very high Eſteem of her 
Worth. He careſs'd her in a very diſtin- 
guifh*d Manner; and finding, by her Ac- 
count, that ſhe was out of all Buſineſs, he 
offer*d her to ſhare with him his Purſe and 
Fortunes, which fhe readily accepted, for 

very obvious Reaſons. All this Time ſhe 
kept up a regular Correſpondence, by Let- 
ter, with the before-mentioned Captain's 
Lady; the Contents whereof are a very 
fine Piece of ſecret Hiſtory, but too prolix, 
as well as too dangerous, to be inſerted here. 
I ſhall, nevertheleſs, venture preſently to 
give the laſt, becauſe it opens all the Secrets 
J intend by this Relation. Her Patron, 
foon after his being acquitted, was ordered 
on an Expedition againſt France; the Hiſ- 
tory whereof needs. no Repetition here, 
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On the out- ſet, eum was rigg*d a complete 
Beau, kept her Patron Company Abroad, 
eat at his Table, lay in his Cabbin, and was 
the Director of all his Counſels. The Sea- 
Men took a Pique to Jenny as ſoon as they 
ſaw her; they neither liked her Preſs, 
Manner, or Effeminacy. It is natural to 
them, on ſuch Occaſions, to ſtamp on the 
Perſon they diflike fome evident Marks of 
their Diſeſteem, and that not without a 
Spice of Drollery. They obſerv*d Jenny 
to have a very little Mouth; which being 
the moſt remarkable. Feature about her, 
they fix*d on that the Emphaſis of their 
Wit; and fome of them knowing that the 
narrow Entrance into Carthagena Harbour, 
in the Veſt-Indies, is in the Spaniſh Lan- 
guage called Boca Chica, they very empha- 
tically complimented Fenny with this Buffoore 
Title, as an indelible Mark of their Diſlike 
to Land Mariners; and their Contempt of 
their Commander, for ſuffering one who 
was no Seaman to be his Favourite; which 
is the higheſt Affront that can be put upon 
a Ship's Company of honeft Tars; who 
look upon Land-Men in the like Light, as 

the 
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the Univerſity Pedants do on Men unſkill'd 
in Claſſical Erudition. 


However, this was immaterial as to the 
Reafon of her Removal thence z the Sea- 


Men's Jokes ſhe had Senſe enough to laugh 
at; ſhe had learnt, on her Return to Spit- 
head, that her lialian Gallant had made his 
Eſcape to France, and therefore her Buſi- 
neſs here, for the preſent, at an End. She 
got as ſoon as poſlible aſhore on the Iſle of 
Wight, and thence, on Board a Smuggling- 
Veſſel, to Caen in Normandy, where ſhe 
landed ſafely Nov. 2, N. S. and, by the 
Return of the ſame Veſſel, diſpatched the 
following ſhort Epiſtle to her old Acquaint- 
ance, the Captain's Lady; which, with what 
has been ſaid above, will, I hope, ſufficiently 
prove how idly the Town has been impos'd 
upon with fictitious Accounts of this gallant, 
rambling Nerth-Britiſh Lady. 


My dear Miſtreſs, 


© I have been landed here about Twelve 
Hours, and doubt not but, before this 
comes to your Hands, you will have heard 
by your Huſband of Boca Chica's Elope- 
| | © ment. 
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ment, I was a known Rebel in my 
proper Character, and in my Diſguiſe a 
Deſerter : Which I ſhall be puniſhed for, 


if ever taken Priſoner, is immaterial $ 


my Sex, I hope, will protect me as to the 


firſt, and I now know the Genius of Court- 
Martials too well to have any Fear of the 
laſt, My old Gallant will, I conceive, 
according to Cuſtom, on any Diſappoint- 
ment, ſtamp, ſwear, get drunk with the 
Boatſwain, abuſe the Lieutenants, and 
kick the Midſhipmen off the Quarter- 


Deck: If, in the Event, he only hangs 


himſelf, ſo, no Body will be injur'd. 
You ſhall hear more from me when I get 
to Paris, The only Pleaſure; I can give 
you now, is to let you know, that the 
pretty Fellow, you did me the Honour 
to admire, 1s neither Mr. Bennett nor 
Boca Chica, but your very obliged hum- 
ble Servant, 


Dated a: above. Jang CAMERON, 
RW 
N 


Ne go 


ye 
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HE | different Diſpobtions of Mar- 
kind, whether natural or acquired, 
ed them neceſſarily into an Examination 
of, and Eſteem, or Contempt, for one ano- 
ther. That of Parties ſeems here an im- 
portant Diſtinction; Diſputes between dif- 
ferent Nations ſtill higher; but there is a 
Diſtinction infinitely more general than 
thoſe, and which affects equally all Nations, 
Countries, and Languages. 
This is a War perpetually on Foot, be- 
tween Genius and Common Senſe. Nothing 
can be more uſual than for the dulleſt Fel- 
low in the World to fay, when a Genius 
makes a Trip in regard to his private Affairs, 
That indeed he was a Man of great Parts, 
but wanted Common Senſe, The Genius, 
on his Part, looks with Contempt enough 
on Dulneſs, and ſays, that the Slave indeed 


gets Money, but has no more Genius than 
an Als, | 


It 
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It is a very difficult Matter to adjuſt this 
Affair to the Satisfaction of both, there be- 
ing no Third Party for a Mediator, but 
what each deſpiſe, it being eſteemed very 
contemptible to have neither Genius nor 
Common Senſe. However, as I wiſh them 
better to underſtand one another, and beſt 
of all themſelves, and being as much deſi- 
rous of the Character of a Peace-Maker, 
as ever a Breda Negotiator of them all, I 
will venture to preſume fo far, as to appear 
in the Nature of an amicus curia, in order 


to that great End ; not unaware, at the 


ſame Time, how few are Geniuſes, compa- 
red with thoſe that have Common Senſe z 
nor how much 2 a Third Party is 
to both. | 

The Genius values himfelf on his Wit, 
Penetration, Compaſs of Mind, and Dif. 
cernment; which, however, rather contri- 


bute to give him Figure and — than 
Wealth and Peace. 


The Man of Common Senſe 2 


Wealth his ſupreme Aim, and Peace his 
higheſt Happineſs, 


The 


„ 
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The Genius has many Ideas, and would 
fain employ them all. The Man of Com- 
mon Senſe but few; eaſily reduced to one 
Point z and center in the main Purſuit. 
| Intervening between theſe are a Rank of 
People, who are learned above Common 
| Senſe, who have laboured themſelves into 
a Knowledge of the dead Languages ; but 
whoſe Capacities never mounted into Ge- 
nius. Theſe are as great Strangers to Wit, 
as to Common Senſe z their Talents uſually 
lie in Quotations; they often put the Genius 
out of Countenance, by better remembring 
Authorities; and as often make Common 
Senſe bluſh, by quoting them in Greek or 
Latin; but when the Genius ſhews his Wit, 
or the Man of Common Senſe his Money, 
the Pedant is put out of Countenance, and 
1s amazed how it's poſſible for ſuch Fools. 
to excel him. 

Sir Jobn Suckling, if J remember right, 
in his Seſſion of the Poets, brings them all 
before the Throne of Apollo: There the 
Geniuſes and the Book-Wits, the bright 
Spirits, and the Pedants, made their reſpec- 
tive Applications for the Prize, They pro- 
duced 
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duced their Works; the God graciouſly con- 
deſcended to conſider their ſeveral Claims; 
and, after due Deliberation, to their great 
Surprize, decreed the Bays to an Alderman 
of London ; very wiſely concluding, that he 
that had moſt Money had moſt Wit : Thus, 
according to the Notions of that Writer, 
the Genius and the Pedant were equally 
Blockheads. 

I believe I need not tell the World, that, 
during the late Miniſtry, a certain Perſon 
was very free of the public Money, and diſ- 
tributed it generouſly among us Authors, 
who are all certainly very great Geniuſes, 
if the want of Common Senſe, and the not 
being over-burthened with School Learn- 
ing, be a juſt Indication of Genius, An 
Author, one Day, brought a political Per- 
formance for the Peruſal of this illuſtrious 
Perſonage, who took the Trouble to per- 
uſe, and condeſcended to approve it; but, 
before he paid him for his Labour, he deſi- 
red to know whether he had an Academical 
Education; the Author, with a good Aſſu- 
rance, replied in the Affirmative; and there- 
upon received a Purſe of Fifty Pieces. In 


this 


* 
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this Caſe, I conceive the Pedant was pre- 
ferred to, and diſtinguiſhed from the Genius; 
otherwiſe, the above Queſtion unneceſſary. 
The Reader muſt excuſe me troubling 
him with another Inſtance, different from 
both theſe, though rather the Effect of 
Fancy, than operating to the main Purpoſe. 
However, as Good-will expreſſes itſelf de- 
firous to oblige, with, or without Abilities, 
we muſt accept the Intent for the Act; and 
therefore, if we find that the Genius gets 


nothing, be ſatisfied that a great deal was 


' defigned him. 

My Siſter Jenny, who is herſelf an Au- 
thor, and is Miſtreſs of more Wit than 
Wealth, made a Purchaſe, one Day, of a 
Poem, intituled, The Ruins of Old Rome; 
the Reading of which had ſo ſenſible an 
Effect on her bright Spirit, that ſhe in- 
ſtantly reſolved to preſent the unknown 
Poet with a Thouſand Guineas, Here Ge- 
nius met a due Regard, though perhaps fell 
ſhort of the deſigned Reward. 

If theſe Inſtances were general, the Con- 
cluſion would be, thatRiches merit Honour ; 
Pedantry, Favour 3 and Genius, Fame. I 

don't 
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don't know whether Horace underſtood 
Greek, but am apt to think he did, for 
Reaſons too prolix to be recited here, If 
ſo, the Genius and Scholar went Hand in 
Hand, and ſhone united in the Court of 
Auguſtus Ceſar. Shakeſpear, for ſome other 
Reaſons J could give, was not what the 
Pedants uſually deem a Scholar; but, I 
conceive, a greater Genius than Horace; 
though, perhaps, not either ſo rich or for- 
tunate. Mr. Addiſon, I think, was both a 
Genius and a Scholar; and, like Horace, de- 
ſervedly eſteemed by his Sovereign, And 
Mr. Pope, who had, perhaps, equal Quali- 
fications, was rather like Horace eſteemed, 
than like Addi/on raiſed at Court; was ſa- 
tisfied with his own little Cottage, and rich 
enough to be happy ; but none of theſe, 
like Merchants, came to be Peers ; nor, like 
meer Scholars, to be Archbiſhops : So that, 
from what I can find upon the Whole, 
Wealth and Scholarſhip, or, in other Words, 
Common Senſe and Pedantry, are much too 

hard for Genius. 
This, I think, is farther notoriouſly ex- 
emplified in the _ of Modern Authority, 
who 
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who are certainly great Geniuſes, eſpecially 
ſuch of us as write public Papers; but are 
ſo far from acquiring either Wealth or Ho- 
nour, that even the ill-natur*'d World won't 
allow us Fame, though it is at beſt but any 
airy Attribute. We rack our Inventions, 
puzzle our Wits, and wear away our Con- 
ftitutions. We are Poets, Politicians, Pro- 
jectors, Seamen, Soldiers, Calculators, Ma- 
thematicians, and Regulators of this lower 
World ; while here our higheſt Preferment 
is to a Garret or a Pillory; and, when we 
leave this troubleſome Life, go out as bare 
of Wealth as of Fame; the good-natur'd 
Folks of the Pariſh bury us, and our Me- 
mory is loſt in the Grave; happy only in 


tis ſingle Reflection, that Solomon has ſaid, 


* The Race is not to the Swift, the Battle 
© to the Strong, nor Favour to Men of Skill; 
but Time and Chance happens to us all.” 


8 


End of the Firſt Volume. 
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N M B. 1, Page 2, Line 12, for by read my. No. 
3, p- 16, l. 11, for Reſvery, read Revery. Bid. 
I. 14, for will, read fill. 13:4. p. 17, 1. 8, read compara- 
tively. No. 5, p. 32, I. 5, for baniſh, read vaniſh. 1bid. 
p. 35, l. 15, for hereafter, read after. No. 7, p. 50, l. 
23, for leſt, read leaſt. Vid. p. 51,1. 11, for on, read 
an. No. 9, p. 65, l. 2, for ſour of our Mortals, read ſour 
Mortal. Bid. p. 67, l. 5, for taſk, read taſt. Did. 
1.6, for ſhady, read ſteady. No. 12, p. 87, I. 16, 
for Enemy, read Enmity. Ne. 13, p. 95, I. 9. for 
bowling, read prowling. No. 17, 1. 18, for Hadia, 
read South-Sea. No. 20, p. 145, I. 12, for intereſted, 
read inveſted, No. 22, p. 156, 1.23, for wanted, read 
wonted. No. 28, p. 198, I. 8, for Couus, read 
Conns. Bid. p. 201, 1, 20, for Couu, read Conn. 
No. 31, p. 217, l. 9, for uſual, read common. No. 
33, P. 238, for Araminthia, read Amarinthia. 
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BOOKS printed for, and ſold by Jos EH 
DAvipsox, at the Angel in the Poultry. 


J. - New 'Tranſlation of Ovid's Metamorpho- 
A ſes into Engliſb Proſe, as near the Origi- 
nal as the different Idioms of the Latin 
and Engliſb Languages will allow. With the Latin 
Text and Order of Conſtruction, and Claſſical Notes, 
in Engliſs, from the beſt Commentators, both Anci- 
ent — Modern, beſide a very great Number of Notes 
entirely new. For the Uſe of Schools, as well as of 
private Gentlemen. 


II. The Works of Horace, 2 Vols. 8e. tranſlated 


into Exgliſb Proſe, as near the Original as the diffe- 
rent Idioms of the Latin and Engliſh Languages will 
allow; with the Latin Text and Order of Conſtructi- 
on in the oppoſite Page, and Critical, Hiſtorical, 
Geographical, and Claſſical Notes, in Engliſb, from 


the beſt Commentators, both Ancient and Modern, 


And a Preface to each Ode, Satire, and Epiſtle, illuſ- 


trating its Difficulties, and ſhewing its ſeveral Orna- 


ments and Deſign. Alſo the Method of ſcanning the 
ſeveral Sorts of Verſe made uſe of by Horace, and a 
Table ſhewing at one View of what Sort of Verſe 
each Ode conſiſts. For the Uſe of Schools as well as 
of private Gentlemen. 

III. The Works of Virgil done in the ſame Man- 
ner. In Two Vols. 8 vo. 


IV. The Epiſtles of Ovid, ditto. Price 3 5. 6 4. 


Sheep. 


V. The Fables of "RP LAY ditto. Price 25. 6 d. 
Sheep. 


VI. Ruddimanni Grammatica, facili et ad puero- 


rum captum accommodata, methodo perſcripta. E- 
ditio quarta, 8 vo. 


VII. 
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VII. Ruddimanni Grammatica, in two Vols. with 
Notes. 

VIII. Rudiments of the Latin Tongue; 
or a plain and eaſy Introduction to Latin Grammar; 
wherein the Principles of the Language are methodi- 
cally digeſted both in Exgliſb and Latin: With uſe- 
ful Notes and Obſervations, explaining the Terms 
of Grammar, and farther improving its Rules. 

IX. Grammatical Exerciſes, or an Ex- 
emplification of the ſeveral Moods and Tenſes, and 
of the principal Rules of Conſtruction, conſiſting 
chiefly of moral Sentences, collected out of the beſt 
Roman Authors, and tranſlated into Exgliſb, to be 
rendered back into Latin, the Latin Words being ſet 
in the oppoſite Column. Adapted to the Method of 
Latin Rudiments publiſhed by T. Ruddiman, 

X. Terence's Comedies made Ergli/s, with his 
Life, and ſome Remarks at the End. By Mr. Lau- 
rence Echard, and others. Reviſed and corrected by 
Dr. Echard, and Sir R. L'Eſtrange. The ninth Edi- 
tion, 1210. 

XI. The Gazetteer's, or Newſman's Interpreter: 
Being a Geographical Index of all the Empires, King- 
doms, Provinces, Peninſulas : As alſo, of the Cities, 
Patriarchſhips, Biſhopricks, Univerſities, Ports, Forts, 
Caſtles, &c. Sc. Sc. in Europe, Aſia, Africa, and 
America. The Whole of ſpecial Uſe for the true 
underſtanding of all modern Hiſtory, and the State of 
Affairs throughout the World. The fifteenth Edition, 
corrected, and very much enlarged. By Laurence 
Echard, A. M. of Chriſt's College in Cambridge, i 2mo. 

XII. Georgii Buchanani Scoti Opera omnia, nunc 
primum in unum collecta, et ad optimorum Codicum 
fidem ſummo ſtudio recognita et caſtigata. Curante 
Thoma Ruddimanno, A. M. 2 Vol. Fol. 

XIII. M. Benj. Hederici Lexicon Manuale Græ- 

cum, 
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cum, omnibus ſui generis lexicis quæ quidem exſtant, 
longe locupletius. Recenſitum et plurimum auftum à 
Sam. Patrick, A. M. Editio altera, 4to. 

XIV. Theſaurus Linguæ Latinæ Compendiarius: 
Or a complete Dictionary of the Latin Tongue, in 
three Parts. By Robert Ainſworth, 4to. The Se- 
cond Edition very much enlarged. 

XV. Archæologia Græca: Or the Antiquities of 
Greece. By John Potter, D. D. late Lord Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury. The ſixth Edition. In two Vols. 8e. 

XVI. A Critical Hiſtory of the Engliſb Sea Affairs; 
wherein all the remarkable Actions of the Exgliſb Na- 
tion at Sea are deſcribed. 

XVII. An Impartial Enquiry into the Exiſtence 
and Nature of God, with Remarks on ſeveral Au- 


thors, both ancient and modern; and particularly on 


ſome Paſſages in Dr. Clarke's Demonſtration of the 
Being and Attributes of God. In two Books; with 
an Appendix concerning the Nature of Space and Du- 
ration, The third Edition; with conſiderable Addi- 
tions and Improvements, made partly with Regard 
to ſome ObjeQion of the Reverend Mr. Fack/on. 
XVIII. The Known God ; or the Author of Na- 
tare unveiled ; being an Explanation and Vindication 
of what ſeems moſt exceptionable in the Impartial 
Enquiry into the Exiſtence and Nature of God; 
with Remarks on the late Reverend Mr. Fack/on's 
Defence of his Vindication of Dr. Clarke's Demon- 
ſtration of the Being and Attributes of God, as far 


as it regards the abſolute Infihty of the Divine Na- 
ture, 


Theſe Three by Mr. Samuel Colliber. 
XIX. A Philoſophical Enquiry concerning Human 


Liberty, by Antony Collins, Eſq. The third Edition, 
corrected, | 
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